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INTBODUCTOBY BE&£ABJLa 



Olll flf tii6 HMM* innoeent tad exqnitite pleMnrsi 
titkn life is that of hieariiig' frMn ah absent ftwiid. 
When we are suddenly reninded bj a lettir of 
OM who is dear to os, and see Wi name in the 
wsU-knowB hand on the direction, aflash of delight 
pervades the whole frame ; the heart beats with 
expectation while the seal is being brolwn, and as 
the sheet is unfolded, goes forth in full benerolence 
Id meet the heart of this writer in the peruial of 
its eoBt^nts. An epfstoHoy correspondence be- 
twees intimate and endeared connexions, is a 
spifitQal oommuttion, in which minds alone seem 
to SMagle, and, unembarrassed by the bodily pres> 
enca, conyerse with a freedom, a fenroor, and an 
eloquence, rarely excited, and perhaps never more 
IbVeitously indulged, in peysooal iittereourse. •» 
Benoe the chief eharm <^a letter* if the term may 
be so applied, is Its tmKvtisa'ity, as a message 
from one whom we loive or esteem, according to 
the degree of kin or oonganiahty between us, sent | 
•ipwMly on an enaiid of kiadnees t» ouiselves. J^ 



X XHTBOOVCTOBT miMABU. 

The eofwicioasiMM that it wu written to and ftt 
him, gvrtB th« nceirer a pamnount tntemt in ita 
ezirtenoe, aa well aa in ita diadoanrae. To hi^^ 
therofore, it becmnea an object of allectioa » and 
none but himaelf, howoTer aome othera maj tjm- 
pathize with the feeling*, ean enter into it with the 
aame degree of ineflfiiUiie emotion ; — that indeed is 
** a joy with which a atranger intermeddleth not.** 
It foUowai that by &r the greater pr op ortion of 
lettera which are meet welcomed and valoed bj 
thoee to whom thej are addreaaed, would be read 
with comparative indifbrenoe bjr all beatdo ; fi« 
the fitmiliar epiatlea of Tory few, and that only 
from the peculiar circumatancea of the partiea, can 
be ao liTely, touching, and original, aa to alfoid 
nniveraal entertainment or inatruction. Of lato 
yeara, it baa become oommon to pnbliah, rather 
Tolnminoualy, the prirato oorreapondence of pai^ 
aona diatinguiahed in their day and in their dralay 
though aoon to be diatanguiahed ao longer amidil 
the crowda that are follo^ring, 

I QiHliloei^ bora to be AnsbC.* 



la moat of Iheae inatanoea, a tithe would hvrt 
been more ereditoble to the author, and mora ao> 
ceptable to the pablio, than the whole harveat ** of 
thoughta,** whicdft might weU have bean left in the 
quiet aiul beneftoent eonrao of nature to ** periah" 
with thoae who conceived theoiy and thoae to whoai 
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<h«7 wert uttered at the time, fai the place and on 
tlM uocaaioii that called them forth, and made them 
prvcioaa. Of fVTf few, thea, amonff the few, 
whose relics of this kind are worth presenrin;, all 
that can be resenect from oblivion is permanentljr 
valuable ; for, in the majoritj of cases, it is princi- 
pally so because of its rarity ; that which does re- 
main being so little in comparison with what is ir- 
reooyerably lost : for example, the single letter of 
the younger Cato to Cicero, admirable and charao- 
toristic as it is of that extraordinary man. Even of 
the mightiest and most gifted of mankind, the he- 
toes or the writers of history and poetry, the pnTate 
letters of not more than one or two in an age would 
bear paUication in multitude and bulk, like Cow 
par's, any more than their sa^'<igs would bear re- 
p«tition, without satiety tb* ^ngh excess^ like John- 
sou's. 

<^Teral British authors hare been so indiscreet 
a» to &Tour the world with their own 0(>ufidential 
letters ; bat probably no one has tdranced his repu- 
tetiun by the breach of faith which such a betrayal 
(from vain or mercenary motives) of personal and 
family concerns must invdre. The case is widely 
ditferent, when literary adepte have been in the 
practice of writing on est snlgecta to their corres- 
pondente, with the secret or avowed purpose of 
benefiting the world by their epistolary lucubra^ 
tkms,— which might as vrell have been directed ;o 
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XU INTRODVCTOBT RBMABKS. 

one as to another of theil aqgnaintanoe, or indeed 
to nobody, except every body ; for the latter of 
whom, they are in fact intended. Sueh compoei 
tions (many of them excellent in their kind) miut 
therefore be regarded as regular treatises, not loea 
skilfully devised and elaborately executed than the 
most stately of their literary works 

In letter writing when the heait, is earnestly exK 
gaged, the first thoughts in the first words are 
usually best ; for it is thoughts, not words, that axe 
to be communicated ; and meaning, not manner, 
which is mainly to be aimed at. The ideas that 
rise, and thicken as they rise^ in a mind full and 
overflowing with its subject, voluntarily embody 
themselves in language the most easy and appro- 
priate ; yet are the^ so delicate and evanescent, 
that they soon lose then 'Character and distinctnesaj 
blend with each other, and from being strikingly 
simple in saccession, became inextricably complex 
in association, on account of their maltiplieity and 
affinit.y. The thoughts that oecnr in letter>writing 
will not stay to be questioned ; they mast be taken 
at their word, or instantly dismissed. They an 
like odours from '* a bank of violets ;**— a breathr— 
and awaj ^ He that would revel on the fragraooe 
by sceiiting it hard and long, will feel that its de- 
liciousness has eluded him ; he may taste it agftia 
and again for a moment, but he might at well 
attempt to catch the rainbow, and hold it, as longer 
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to tiibala and detein the subtl* and volatile sweat- 
neaa. H« who oace ^eaitatea amidat the fl6w of 
freah feolioga and their ipoBtaaeaaa expression, 
becomes unawares bewildered : aod must either 
resolutely disengage himself bj darting right ibr- 
ward through the throng of materials, to recover 
the freedom of his pen, or he must patiently aelect, 
anaage, and aitay them, as in a premeditated ez- 
eieiae of his mind on a given theme. 

As the sweetest sensation communicable by a 
letter can only be once enjoyed, and that in perfec- 
tioa by htm akme to whom it was addressed, — like 
a pleasare of hope soddeitly realized, though it 
may be often renewed with less exalting, but mora 
adoring delight as a pleasure of memoiy, — so the 
ratification which may be experienced by strangers 
•/ho peruse epistolary memorials of the distant or 
;he dead, and are o( course but partially interested 
m lAieir oontenta, muiA be peculiar in its kind, and 
i.Tefttly different from that of the writers and re- 
'seivera. To the latter eveiy thing included is im- 
portant ; the cominon-pjaoe passages, topics, and 
aUnaioaa, often being moat ao* because these coma 
home to their bosoms and business ; thei* hopes and 
their happiness ;' their possessions, prospecto, re< 
h^ioasbipa ( all that they are^ and all that they hold 
A coaiiexioD with their kindred* their friends, and 
their neighbours ; and at the same time, being More 
urlaaa implicated with the ordinary course of things, 
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■ -a i p Bc iaHy those thing* that com* to all raen, in 
one form or another. Bat hy ^ringors, the Talne 
of letters never designed for themselves, is estimat- 
ed according to the knowledge, wnich, from other 
•OQTces than personal acquaintanceship they have 
acquired of' ike parties, as distinguished in spme 
way above tke multitude among whom they Hved ; 
which knowledge has awakened the very natural 
and laudable desire to learn more about them in- 
dividually than can be obtained from report, tradi- 
tion or record, concerning their deeds or their 
studies, as those may have been performed, or these 
matured for public use, if not for the public good. 
What is real from the lips, the pens, or the hearts 
of the illustrious of the past of all ages, is incom- 
parably more attractive and affective than all that 
can be put into their mouths in tragedy, romance, 
or even history, when history acts the part of trage- 
dy, or utters the language of romance. The 
speeches, the brief, blunt speeches of generals to 
their armies, in ancient times, if they could - have 
been transmitted to posterity^ which would have 
been fa*- better than the eloquent harangues whidi 
their enroniclers have made for them. No man 
can think another man's thoughts, except through 
that man*s own words, much less express them as 
he himself would have done, from general and ab- 
stract knowledge, necessarily imperfect, of what 
they were, according to rumour or conjecture. How 
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is it that the miniiteat incidents nUtod bjr an eye* 
•ad ear witn«M« especially concerning his own ex- 
perience, his labors, priTations, and sn(ftrings, on 
foreign traTel, in sickness, perils, difBcalties of 
any kind, among barbarians, like the isannibals of 
New Zealand, or senuHnrilized neutrals, like the 
Hindoos — how comes it that these ars moeh more 
impressive and sool-stirring tohis aodience, on mis- 
sionary occasions, for example, from his own month, 
by the living voice, ranging through all its modnl*- 
tions, aided by his animated looks, and their mo- 
mentary changes ; his manner, emphasis, action, 
and even his dialect, being each personal, peculiar, 
and according with the influence uf the subject on 
himself "-how comes it that the minutest incidents 
thus told ars much more aftcting and impressive 
upon his auditors than the finished, comprehensive, 
and sjrmmetrical details of greater matters, when 
read from an official report, or delivered, however 
vividly and glowingly, by a professional speaker, 
who may have derived them from hearsay or digest- 
ed them from original documents T The reason is 
a plain one :— the first is reality, the second is rs* 
presentation— in its relieve effect upon the hearer 
or the reader. The bodily presence of the agent 
makes more differenoe than can be easily explained ; 
but every one has fiilt it, and it needs no explana- 
timu 
Sir Joehnn Reynold! has said, that " all the atti- 
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tades of children are gracefal," uid it may be add- 
ed, that all the atterancesof childrea are natural | 
yet in both cases this is true only when they niova 
from the impulse of pure ieeling» and speak words 
Which they well nndarstaad, and mean to be under* 
stood by their playmates, without the conscioacneaa 
of being observed by their elders. Bat the UMMnent 
a child beoAmes aware that an admiring or a can* 
sonous eye is upon its actions, or that its prattj 
babble, beautifully broken aud always right ao* 
centedf is listened to with applause, as aonefching 
clever from one so small, the grace and simplicity 
both of motion and speech are gone, and it begin* 
to act a part, which however inartificial* because it 
knows uu ari, that Ibanceforward it will need no 
teapher but itself to go un to perfection. This, oC 
course, refors to children who are beyond mere in- 
fancy. Now, in tike manner, as all the attitudes of , 
children are graceful and all their utterances na^ 
tnral,->-«o, in after life, though hahit, our second 
nature, may, in some things, have superseded tha 
first, yet this will resume the ascendancy whenever 
we act, speakt think, or feel for ourselves, as though 
there were no witness and would be no censor of 
our proceedings. When, therefore, without eitharr 
restraint or compulsion, we oommnnioate wiA 
friends whom we love as ourseh^s, we relapse im- 
perceptibly into unsophisticated childhood , every 
thing is done with the e^se, simplicity, and freedom 
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that bacooM th« oocmnon. Why ars the ktton of 
wmncM, for th« ouMt put, more frank and agreeap 
ble than those of men 1 Becaoee they preaent tho 
fint fraits of their thoaghta in the fint fonai of lan- 
guage that occur in the conception of them. Their 
opinions are as natnrallj expressed on paper as 
their genaine featares are represented in their mir* 
nnrs, when they snatch a passing look to see them- 
aelves jost as they are, — ^that is jnst as they ought 
to be,— before they join the family dinnet-table or sit 
down in the ring at the fireside : — ^not as they are 
compelled to appear among the lire statues (as for- 
mal, as marble, and as cold) of vidting aoquaintanee 
in a aet party ; or to more in the whirl of that 
limbo of vanity, a ball-room, amidst the more TiTa- 
cions automata, that seem to hare every thing be- 
longing to humanity about them except souls. The 
better sex where they give their confidence at all 
give it heartily. Hence they are far more inge- 
nuous, and therefore more delightful correqwndents 
than most of those who call themselves the lords of 
creation, but who are never more so than when they 
condescend to become women and children in letter 
writing ; that is, when they give expression to their 
feelings with the innocent hilarity of the one and 
the full flow of soul and affection of the'other. 

The beauty then and excellence of letters con- 
sists in their being really mirrors of the writers- 
minds, showing them more as they ai« than they 
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ean be teen through any other medinm aoceMtlifo 
to thoee who are not of their kindred or nenr 
aexiont. 

Every incident about a letter has somethmg 
nected with the past, the future, the unseen, th« 
unknown ; things the most simple and natural, that 
touch the tenderest, the sweetest sympathies ofvur 
common souls ; and things the noet awful, mya- 
terious, and sublime, which awaken ** the thoughts 
that travel through eternity," the ** feelings that lie 
too deep for tears." To a letter belong,'-taking it 
under the most usual circumstances which give 
birth of documents of this kind, — a name, a place, 
an occasion, and a date. — What is the name 1 That 
by which an insulated individual, (the writer) was 
known on earth from all his cuntentporaries ; and 
that by which (speaking after the manner of men) 
he will be summoned to appear at the bar of God, 
in the day of judgment, to give an account of the 
deeds done in the body. — What is the place ? The 
locality where he dwelt for a season, where gene- 
ntioos had died before, and generations will live 
after him to the end of time.— What is the occa- 
•ion f One of thoee daily occurrences, the things 
that happen to all ; of which in the bulk we may 
think almoet nothing, but which, to each in tvm, 
when the particular application falls upon himself^ 
his family, his friends, his countrymen, or any class 
of persons to whom he is affectionately allied or 

1 
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g^tMtwuif attached* may ba of man pnaiiBf iai* 
portaiice while it latto than any thing elae in tha 
world. — What is the date 1 A Tieible okemorial of 
one of the day* of the yean of man on the earth, 
perhape the only ezieting register of that partienlar 
day, tthich came in its eooree, and went, when its 
errand was aceompliiihed, whither all the days, and 
years, and ages oi time depart in peace, to await 
the arrival of that day when its acooant must be 
given before the tribunal of the Jvdge of quick and 
dead. The date of such an nndistingnished day ji 
also a visible memorial of all that haiqpened within 
the coarse of its twenty^fonr honn to every living 
Boan, inelading whatever he did, or said, or thought, 
er felt, or suffered. It is more than this: it is a 
memorial of all that was enjoyed in heaven, en* 
dared in hell, or transacted thzoaghoot the whole 
universe of Ood, in his providence, and in his grace, 
by himself or by his creatnres, and it is the memo- 
rial of a day, which has left upon every day that 
has succeeded, or shall follow it to the end^ eternal 
influences, which, however unappreciably small or < 
gnat to iinite minds, are yet distinctly estimated by 
Him to whom all things are known in their begin- 
nings, connexions, and issues. 

We must, howe wr, descend from the merely lit- 
erary considerations of the subject to its daily de- 
^tails and practical bearings. 

Now it is not difSdult to write an amusing lettefi 
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a pleaaaat letter, or even what in common parlance 
in etjled a well-ezprened latter . It is Dot very dif- 

( fioolt to write a clever letter, though it is highly 
disagreeable to receive one of these laboared com- 
positions. But it is very difScult to write a really 
good letter, and it is in this that the female letter- 
vrriters of our own day often fikil. In order to ac- 
complish it, it is necessary to consider a subject 
fully, and then to see how it can be expressed most 
briefly and most clearly, not spending many words 
upon a few ideas, but endeavouring to clothe the 
ideas which are to be expressed in as few words as 
possible. The language should be simple and na- 
tural, and, generally speaking, the words which 
first offer themselves are the best. JChn words 
should be suited to the thoughts, the dress should 
fit tightly, and not hang round the ideas like a lady's 
looMgown. 

Bvery well*informed person should be capable of 
writing a plain, distinct letter, clearly expressed, 
distinctly written, correctly spelt, and accurately 

j pvaetuated ; a letter on which, in short, no cen- 
sure need be passed. There are two chief points 
to be considered ; the French will supply us with 
tenns, for they call them, * le fonds et la forme " 
The former, it is evident, must depend on indivi- 
dual capacity and power ; but for any person of or> 
dinary education to err in the latter respeetis inex- 
cusable. The Spectator, in his day, tells us that 
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ha wu in tho hatrit of reoeiTing epistolarj oommo- 
mcations both from ladies and gentlemen, and that 
the letten of the ladies were, in the aggregate, de- 
cidedly the better, both as it regarded phraseology 
and orthography. These are by-gone days. As far 
a« a licited indiyidaal experience goes, the point 
moat neglected by oar present lady letter-writen is 
panctaation. Stops were introdaced into reading 
and writing in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and 
a Tory great improrament it was considered, and 
a great aid towards understanding the meaning of 
an author ; bat certainly in the present time these 
naefol little marks are by no means in general use 
among the female division of society. The mis- 
takes which arise from this source are often pox- 
alinffv not nnfrequently ludicrous. 

As letters are written on all subjects, in all states 
of mind, they cannot be properly reduced to any 
settled rules. The qualities of epistolatory writicg 
most frequently required are ease and simplicity. 

Letters should be written with strict conformity 
to nature, because that alone can make any com- 
position beautiful or just. But it is natural to de- 
part from familiarity of language upon occasions 
not fikmiliar. 

Epistolatory writing possesses a kind of midale 
place between the serious and amusing species of 
composition. It appears at first view to extend into 
a very wide field, for there is no subject. whateTer» 
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on fvliich we may not eonTey our thonglits to the 
public in the form of a letter. 

It becomes a distinct species of composition whuBi 
it is of the easy and familiar kind ; when it is a 
conYenation carried on upon paper between friends 
at a distance. 

The first and fundamental object is to be natural 
and simple, for a stiff and laboured manner is as 
bad in a letter as it is in conversation. This, how- 
ever, does not banish sprightliness and wit. These 
are graceful in letters just as they are in conversa- 
tion, when they flow easily, and without being 
studied ; when employed so as to season, not to 
cloy. 

A person who, either in conversation or in letters, 
affects to shine and sparkle always will not please 
long : the style of letters should not be too highly 
polished. It ought to be neat and correct. All 
nicety about words betrays study, which should be 
avoided. 

The best letters are generally such as have been 
writtsn with the greatest facility. What the heaii 
or the imagination dictates, always flows readily. 
It ought at the same time to be remembered that 
the ease and simplicity recommended in epistola!* 
tory correspondence are not to be understood as 
permitting carelessness. 

In writing to the most intimitte fKead a certain 
degiee jf attention both to the subject and style ia 
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Mid becoming. It it what we owe botk 
' to oanelres and to ovr friend. A iloveniy and 
iMgligeat manner of writing is a mark of want of 
respect. An impmdent expression in conrersatioA 
asay be forgotten and pass away, but we shoald 
remember, when we take the pen in hand, that 
** what is written remains.** 

The preceding observations are applicable to the I 
epistolatory style in general. A few distinct re- 
■lacks, however, are reqaisite, with regard to tha 
trarioas snbjects npon which we correspond, and this 
relative situation of oar correspondent. 

We mast not confound the simple and the fami- 
liar style ; the terms are far from being synonym 
moas : we may address in a simple style persons 
in the most elevated situations of life, but certainly 
it would show a great want of respect, and conse- 
quently of prudence, to address persons so much 
above us in thh same language that we shoald em- 
ploy when addressing our equals. 

Persons of distinction are very jealous (and justly 
•o) of the respect to which their birth, fortune, or 
exaltad station entitles them. , 

Be very careful how yon employ (even in the 
familiar style) puns, bim-mots, or other jests ; they 
are very dangerous weapons in the most skilful 
hands, and much more so to persons who (as is 
too Irsquently the caie) employ them indiscrimi- 
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nately . ** Lose ymwjoke ntker than hatsard tte lomt 
of your friettd.** 

With respect to commercisl letters they shontd 
be as clear and connise as possible. Brevity and 
neatness are the two principal requisites. Say jaat 
what is necessary and no mors. Avoid all ambi- 
guity, as it might cause great loss of time, if no* 
thing more serioos. 

Before you sit down to write a letter on any snl^ 
ject, think well what yon intend to say, for if yoa 
have to seek the matter as yon write, *tis ten to on« 
but your style will be stiff and inelegant. 

If you have to answer a letter ot importance give 
the subject very mature considention. 

When writing to a soperior avoid abbreviatioiis, 
such, for example, as Pve, Pd, can't, etc., etc In 
the same case avoid postscripts, they an too fiuni- 
liar. 

A very general fault is tiiat of writing long let* 
ters ; say all that you have to say ; but say it in as 
few words as possible. This rule may be strictly 
attended to without danger of becoming obscure, as 
it is impossible to be, at the same time, very brief 
and very Explicit, 

A long letter filled with studied terms, and a short 
one, in which every thiiig needful is said, may be 
compared to the two gentlemen who asked a lady 
for a pinch of snuff. The one addressed her in the 
following flowery words, " Madam, permit me to 
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I \wmnx UM digits of 017 fingvn into your oderifeioiit j 
4 ivpodloxy, that by tiJung from theneo mbm gnuna | 
of tho palTarised atcHU, I nay bo onaUod to oxoito 
an agreeaUo titiUaticn in my olfactory aorroa.'* 
Whila the lady was oadeaToaring to divine hit 
aManing, the other gentleman laidt ** Madam, will 
yon &Tor me with a pinch of mnff ?" He waa ao- 
oonmodated before tho other waa nndentood. 
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When yon write a letter to a friend contractions in 
the name of the place yon write from, in thA name 
of the month, or in the eondading sentence, aa. 
Tours, &c.," are pethape allowable ; bat when yon 
write a letter to a pera<m with whom yon are not on 
fitmiliar terms of intimacy, and who ranks higher 
than yooTself in society, yon must not use contrac- 
tions. Every word most be written fairiy out, and 
yon must not close np the epistle by anything like 
a harried expression of courtesy. The same rule 
applies to the backing of a letter. When yon write 
to a Commodore do not direct the letter wfth the 
contraction ** Com./* write the word *' Ctmmodcn^ 
in fall. Never use wafers for letters to persona 
who are any way above yon in tank ; indeed, no- 
body in good aodety now uses wafers except on very 
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oidinuy oocmioim, or in matten of biuinen. la 
folding letters do not try to make the douUing in- 
tricate or fantastic, which is a sign of a Tulgar mind ; 
just use simple folding. It is also reckoned impro- 
per to say " in haste" at the conclusion of letters. 
Never make use i^ paper gilt on the edges, whether 
in whtiDg to high or low, for it is altogether unfash- 
ionable and antiquated, and is in reality of no use. 

The date of a letter is usually placed at the top ; 
but it is equally allowable to place it at the bottom. 
Letters of business should be dated at the top for 
eottvenienoe noting the date on the back befon 
placing on file. The name of the person addressed 
is frequently placed at the top of the letter over the 
word '* Sir.** In addressing a person with whom 
you are not well acquainted it is bad taste to say, 
" Dear Str." It is more respectful to say " Sir." 
*' Respected Sir," is obsolete. 

In billets of inyitation and other ceremoniooa 
communications the third person should be em- 
ployed. In this case the word '* Sir" is not placed 
at the top. After commencing a billet in this style 
it is ridiculous to employ the pronoun of the first 
person when speakik « of yourself or that of the 
second person when speaking of your correspondent. 

Letters of introduction are never to be sealed. 
Such a proceeding is a gross breach of etiquette. 
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FVmi • gaiaUmam at Boston to kia brother ot Norn 

York, 
Bostom, Jannarj 8> 184S. 
I DemrHemy: 

At the request of j%nx fkther, I write to complain 
of joar long siknoe. It is now three weeks since 
we heard from yon, bat I assure yon that we have 
▼erjr recently heard of yon, and not at all to yoor 
erediti or onr satisfaction. 

A fxiend of oars has jnst arrived from New-York* 
who has had sereral opportanities of observing year 
eondact, and after an interview with him, yoor 
fiuher requested me to write immediately, and to 
■ay that he shall expect you home without dAay. 

I am Sony, my dear brother, to be under the ne* 
eessity of writing thus to you, but you know our 
kind father's anxiety for your welfiure, and you will, 
I am sure, obey this summons. 

Believe me ever, your affectionate brother, 

W. Bbowh. 

P. S.— Have the goodness to bring vrith yoa a few 
of the newest and most interesting publications. 



i 
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Annnr U the Utter from a gentlemtm at Bo$Um to 
Au brether tn New' York. 

New-Tork, January 18th, IMK 
My dear William, 

Yoort of the (kh initant prea me the gnatest 
DneasineM, and I hasten to answer it, in order to 
oonTince yon how unjastly yon acense me. I have 
been excessively ill dnhng the last fortnight, and 
leally nnable to write. That cirenmstance, I hope, 
will account satis&ctorily for my long silence. 

With respeq^ to the information you have received 
oonoeming my conduct, I have the satisfaction of 
knowing that I shall soon be able to continoe yoa, 
and my dear father, that it is a vile caLamny. I 
have no doubt but that the calumniator is Mr. B* 
who requested me to lend him some money, and 
who appeared much offended on my refusing. 

I am now, my dear brother, preparing for my de- 
parture, that I may ocmvinee my hiher how ready 
I am to comply with his wishes. 

Adieu, dear William, believe me for ever, 
Your affisctionate brother, 

H. Bbowk. 

Fi^m a tern to hi* father^ expressing hit etttiifaetiom 

wUk ku e»»phif» 

Saturday, October 8th. 
Clear Father, 

I have the pleaaiure to inform ycm that I an vny 
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mottik pleased with mj ntoatioB. My natter and 
mistress are extremely kind to me ; in &ct, I aai 
treated as one of the family. I assure yon, my dear 
father, I will do all in my power to merit their cmi* 
lidence and your lore. I hope my dear mother and 
sisters are well. Pniy, gire my love to them ; and 
believe me ever. 

Your dutiful son. 



Fnm a/alhtr, to a fon, on Ms ne^l^enee m hu 
* mffttbrt. 

Dear James, 

You cannot imagine what a eonoem your care- 
lessness and indifferent management f^your affairs 
give me. Rcunissness is inexcusable in all men, but 
in none so much as in a man of business, the soul of 
which is industry, diligence, and punctuality. 

Let me beg of you to shake off the idle habits yoia 
have contracted, quit unprofitable company, and 
uziseasonable recreations, and apply to your count- 
ing-house with diligence. It may not yet be too 
late to retrieve your affairs. Inqiect, thereforst 
your gains, and cast up what pioportion they bear 
to your expenses ; and then see which of the latter 
yon can, and which you cannot contract. Consider, 
that when once a man suffers himself to go back- 
ward in the world, it must be an uncommon spirit 
O 



of iadutrjr tliat ntri«TM him, and pnto him h^ 
wardagmin. 

Reflect, I beteech yon, before it be loo late, upen 
the inoonreiueiioee which an imporerished. trader 
ie put to, for the remainder of hii life ; which, too, 
may happen to be the prime part of it ; the indigni- 
ties he is likely to raflTer from thoee whose money 
he has unthinkingly squandered ; the contempt he 
will meet with from all, not excepting the idle com- 
panions of his folly ; the injustice he does his family, 
in depriving his children, not only of the power of 
raising themselves, but of living tolerably; and 
how, on the contrary from being bom to a credible 
expectation, he sinks them into the lowest class of 
mankind, and exposes them to most dangerous 
temptations. What has not such a father to an- 
swer fbrf and all this for the sake of indulging 
himself in an idle, a careless, a thoughtless habit, 
that cannot afford the least satisfaction, beyond the 
present hour, if in that ; and which must be a(* 
tended with deep remorse, when he comes to re- 
flect. Think seriously of these things, and in time 
resolve on snch a course as may bring credit to 
yourself, justice to all you deal with, peace and 
pleasure to your mind, comfort to your family ; and 
which will at the same time give the highest satis* 
&ction to your carefU and loving father. 
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7%t iOA'« grmitftd 
Sir, 
I ratam yon my mmwre thanks for ymirwi 
bis T«proof and advice. , I hare indeed too moeh 
indolged niTflelf in an idle, eareleie, habit^ and had 
abeady begnin to feel the evil oonseqnenoea of it, 
when I received yoar letter, .n the intnlte of a 
creditor or two, from whom I expected kinder treat* 
meat. Bat indeed they wanted but their own, eo 
I eoald only blame myeelf, who had broof ht their 
rough uaage upon me. Your letter came ao aea* 
' eonably upon thiS) that I hope it will not want tha 
desired eflbct, and ta, I thank God, it ii not yet too 
late, I am resolved l^ take another course with my* 
aelf and my aifain, that I may avoid the ill oonat* 
quenoes you so judiciously forewarn me of) and giva 
to my flimily and friende the pleasure they so well 
deserve at my hands ; and partioolarly that satia* 
fMtiai to so good a ftthery which is owing to bim 
by kia moat dntilnl son. 



Am Vmelt im mmnr to m KtpUmU dfmpUAmg nf 

kariaMpa «a Au ayfr*mU e§Mf% 
Bear Nepliaw, 

I am Sony yoa diimld have any aisaiidefsCaad* 
lag with your master: I have a good opinion of kia, 
■ad am uiwilliBg to aateitain a bad one of yMb 
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It w SO much s mftstar'i int«rB»t to qm hit apprnn* 
ticei well, that I am inclinable to think that when 
they are badly used) it is oftener the effect of pro- . 
Tocation than of choice. Whereforet before 1 give 
myself the trouble of interposing in your behalf, I 
desire you will strictly inquire of yourself, whether 
yon have not, by some misconduct ot other, pro* 
toked that alteration in your master*s behaviour of 
which yon so much complain. If after having dili- 
gently complied with this request, you assure me 
that you are not sensible of having given cause of 
disgust on your side, I will readily use my endea- * 
TDurs to reconcile you to yool* master, or procure 
you another. But if you find yourself blamable, it 
will be better for you to remove, by your own amend- 
tnsnt, the occasion of your master's displeuure, 
than to have me, or any other friend, offer to plead 
your excuse, where you know it would be unjust to 
defend you. If this should be your casO) all your 
friends together could promise your better behap 
vionr, indeed ; but as the performance must even 
then be your own, it will add much more to your 
character, to pass through your whole term without 
any interposition between you. Weigh what I haw 
here said ; and remember that your fatnra weliara 
ispends greatly on your present behavioor. 
I am yoar loving kiaamaa. 
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#V«M a fommg num wh9 had doped frvm hii appreit' 
i«t«M|», to Ma /atheff dettring km to initre*dt 
uUk lu* wiMMttr to tdu Mm agmini$Uo kit servieo, 
Honvared Sir, 

Yk 'rth ■havwy ariimg from a oonseioasnen of gtiilt, 
I hai* presumed to write to yon at this time. I 
doubt not bnt jrou have heard of the irregularities 
in my conduct, which at last proeeeded so far as to 
induos me to deseit the service of the best of mas- 
ters. mUed with the deepest contrition, and sen- 
■ible of my folly and ingratitude, I know not of a 
move powerful advocate to intercede for me, ihaa 
mj honoured, though justly offended parent. It 
was the alluremente of yicious company, that ^nt 
tempted me to forsake the paths of virtue, and neg* 
lect my dnty in a family where I was treated with 
the greatest tenderness. Fnlly sensible of my fault, 
I am willing to make every reparation in my power, 
but I know not of any other, than by acting diame- 
trically opposite to my former conduct. Let me 
entreat you to intercede with my worthy master to 
take me again into his service, and my whole future 
life shall be one continued act of gratitude. 
I am, Sir, your affectionate, though undutiful ( 



ThotktUi^t 
MydearehiH, 
If you ever live to be afather, you will know 
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wliat I feel far you <m tha preaant oocaaoa. Ten- 
deinen at a parent, raaantoient on aocoant of in- 
gratitnda — a real ooncam for joar fatnra happiaeaa, 
and respect for the worthy man whoae aervice yom 
deaerted, all conspire together to agitate mj mind 
to different porpoees ; bat paternal affection be- 
comes predominant, and I am obliged to act aa yonr 
ixiend, although I am afraid yon hare oonndered 
me as yonr enemy. I hare written to yonr master, 
and jnst now receiTed his answer, copies of which 
I hare sent enclosed. Your maater ia willing again 
to reoeire you into his serrice, and I hope your ba- 
haTionr will be cerraqModent to so modi lenity. 
I am yonr affectionate father. 

CLSTTXB.] 



7%t FtOhtr't Utter to tkt JfMf «r. 
My winthy Friend, 

I bava often written to yon with plaaravs, bd 
alaa ! I am constrained at present to addrasi my- 
self to yon on a subject I little eiq^ected. I have 
just now reeeiTed a>ietter from my son, by whom I 
am informed, that he has left yoor serrioe, throng^ 
the initigation of evil company : Hip letter containa 
a penitential acknowledgment of his olbnoe, togetSi- 
er with a deckration of his resolutioi& to net eeo- 
with his duty for the ivtvio. Ha has 
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beggsd of in« to intercede with \t»a in *ai« behalf. 
And I know your htiraanity will excuse parental af- 
fection. If 70a will again receire the nnbaiqpf 
3roQth into joar family, I have great reaaon to hope 
tiiat his conduct will be equal to hia promise! ; and 
it will confer a lasting obligation on an afflicted 
parent, and oblige, 

Yonr sincere well-wisher. 



.FVqm • hnther to a tUttr fa ih4 cenmtry^ v/pirmif 

ing her for Umg tugUgeni m writing. 
My dear sister, 

I write to yon to acquaint yon how unkindly w% 
all take it here, that yon do not write oftener to «■, 
in relation to your health, diversions, and employ*- 
menta in the country. Yon cannot be insensible 
how much you are beloved by us all ; Judge then if 
you do well to omit giving us the satisfacfiom ab- 
sence affords to true friends, which is, often to hear 
from one another. My mother is highly olTended 
with you, and says you are a very idle girl ; my 
aunt is of the same opinion, and I would fain, like a 
loving brother, excuse you if I could. Pray, for the 
future, take care to deserve a bettor character, and 
by writing soon, and often, put it in my power to say 
what a good sister I have : For you shall always 
finlme 

Tour most aifectionato brother 
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JVmh tk» imiffitUr to tk$ mother, t» meiiM fyr kar 

mtgleei, 
BoBond Madam, 

I am adian«d I waited to oe reminded of ray dntj 
by my brother's kind letter. I will offer no ezcoae 
for mytelf, for not writing oftener, though I haTe 
been itrangely taken np by the kindnen and favonr 
of your good ixienda here, particiilariy my nunt 
Windns : For well do I know that my duty to mjr 
hmoiired mother ought to take place of all other oon- 
■ideratioos. All I beg thereliDve is, that you will be 
so good as to forgire me, om promise of amendment, 
and to procure forgiveness also of my annt Rntledgs, 
and all friends. Believe me, madam, when I say 
that no diversions here or elsewhere shall make me 
fofget the dnty I owe to so good a mother, and sneh 
kind relations ; and that I shall ever be 

Yonr gntofnily dutiful daughter. 

My aunt and cousins desire their kind love to yo«, 
■ad due respects to aU inends 



JVom « imighter U htrfathert pltmimgf&r htr «i^ 

t*r, wA« had married wUhifut hu etmand. 
Honoured Sir, 

The kind indulgence you have always shown to 
your children, makes me presume to become an ad^ 
vocato for my sister, though not for her fault. She 
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it very a^nnble of fhat, uad torry th* hM oftiid«d 
yoa ; but haa gnnt bopet that Mr. RoMuon will 
proTe tach a carefal and loving hoiband to ber, as 
may atone for bit patt wildnett, and engage yonr 
forgiyeneit : For all yonr obildren are leneible of 
TOUT paternal kindnett, and that yon witb tbeir 
good more for tbeir taket, than yonr own. 

Thit maket it the more wicked to offend lo good 
a father: But, dear tir, be pleated to eontider} 
that it now cannot be helped, and that the may be 
made by yonr ditpleature Tery miterable in her own 
choice ; and at bit faolti are owing to the incon- 
tideration of youth, or otberwite it would not bave 
been a very discreditable match— had it bad your 
approbation. I«oald humbly hope, for my poor 
titter*t take, tbat you will be pleated rather to en- 
courage hit pretent good reiolutiont by your kind 
favour, than to make him detpair of a reconciliation, 
and to perhapt treat her with a negligence, whicb 
bitberto the it not apprebentive of: For be it 
really very fond of her, and I hope will continue to. 
Tet it the dejected for ber fault to you, and witbet, 
yet dreadt, to have your leave to throw bertelf at 
your feet, to Jbeg your forgivenett and blotting, 
whicb would make the poor dear offsnder quite 
bappy. 

Pardon, lir, my interpoting Jk ber fiivour, in 
w^kich my husband alto joint. She it my titCer. 
She it your daughter, tbougb the bat not done to 
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woitbily ti I with, to beoome that character. Ba 
plaaaed, rir, to forgiTe har, however; and alao for- 
giTa me, pleading for her ; who am 

Toor OTer datifal daughter. 



My dear Naniny, 

Ton mut believe that your siftor*k nnadviied 
marriage, which the must know woald be disagree- 
able to me, givei me no small concern ; and yet, I 
will assare yon that it arises more from my affec- 
tion for her, than any r^her consideration. In her 
edocation, I took all the pains and «are my circnm- 
taaces would admit, and often flattered myself with 
the hope, that the happy fruits of it would be made 
to appear in her prudent conduct. What she has 
now done is not vicious, but indiscreet, for, yon 
must remember, that I have dbtn declared in her 
hearing, that the wild assertion of a rake making a 
good husband, was the most dangerous opinion a 
woman could imbibe. 

I will not, however, in pity to her, point eut the 
many ills I am afraid will attend her rashness, be- 
oause it is done, and esnnot be helped ; but wish 
she may be happier than I etver saW « woman who 
lei^ted so fiital a precipice. 

Her husband has thts morning been with me lor 
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hn ioatnwt vid it ^f** ^^ nraoh temper I toid 
him, that u all the conld hope for wu wholly at 
my diepoeal, I should diebane it in each a manner 
ae I thoQifht would most contribute to her adran* 
tage ; and that, as he was a stranger to me, I should 
ehooee to know how he deserved it, bef ure he had 
die power over what 1 intended for her. He bit 
hia Up, and with a hasty step was my humble ser> 
Tant. 

Tell the rash girl, that I would not have her to be 
•fliicted at this behaviour in me ; for I know it will 
contribute to her advantage one way or other ; if 
he manied her for her own sake, she will find no 
alteration of behaviour from this disappointment ; 
but if he married only for her money, she will soon 
be glad to find it in my possession rather than hit* 

Your intercession in her behalf is very sisterly : 

And you see 1 have not the resentment she might 

expect. But would to (Sod she had acted with you 

prudence ! for her own sake I wish it. I 

Tour loving Father* 



i 



Fnm a moihtr, tn foita, to ktriaMghU''t al h o m rikqf 

MchMil tn i&s fimiiinf. 
Dear Child, 

Although we are separated in person, yet you 
an never absent from my thoughts, and it is my 
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<M«tiB»ftl pnujtiea to rteoanneiid yon to tbe eat* of 
tiMi B*iiif . whoM •fBs an on all hit creatnrea, 
«fid to whom the wcrata of all hearU are open. Bat 
i iiave been lately aomewhat alarmed, because year 
two last letters do not mn in that strain of unaffect- 
ed piety M formerly. What, my dear, is this owing 
to I Does Tirtue appear to yon as unpleasant T Is 
fOQr beneficent Creator a hard master, or sre jron , 
resolved to embark in the fashionable follies of a gaj 
OBthinking world ? Excuse me, my dear, I am a 
mother, and a oone^ for your happiness is inse- 
parably connected with my own. Perhaps I am 
mistaken, and, what I have considered as a fault, 
nay only be the effusions of youthful gaiety. I 
shall oonsider it in that bght, and be extremely 
find, yea, happy, to find it so. Useful instructions 
am never too often inculcated, and, therefore, give 

' me leave again to put jron m mind of that duty, tbe 
performance of which alone can make you hsppy, 
both m time and in etomity. 

Religion, my dear, is a dedication of the whole 
man to the will of Ood, and virtue is the actual 
operation of that truth, which diffuses itself through 
every part of our conduct t Its consequences art 
equally beneficial as ito promisee: **Her ways 
lire ways of pleasantness and all her paths are 
r^eaee.'* Whilst the gay nnthinkinr part of youth 
•u« Jevuting the whole uf their time to fashionable 
pteasnres, how happy should I be to hear, that my 

\ 
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dnU wu nligkNu witkMt Itypoarittal ,— .^.j, 
and even gsj with iaaoMaod. Lvt mt bef tStai 
jtmwill apend at l«Mt 00* hoorMcshdayiapMrtti- 
iny yopr Bible, and low of oar hart Bnyliih wiiWiit 
and d(m*t imayiiin that ipUgWB ia luoh a gloiMiij 
thing aa amne anthnoMli hav« iupw aa nt a d ; ao»it 
indalgea yoa in enrj ittioaal awnatmwnt, ao far aa 
it ia conaiatent with hHUlitjr ;-4t ftriiidi MtUaf 
but what ia hnrtfial. 

LetmebegToawjUoooiUBr atliKttfalj iriMft I 
haTa writtan, and MBd me aa aafifv as MM ai 
yoa earn. 

T am Tirrr nflfcttitlnTnitn mftir 



Hanoaiad Madasa, 

I am ao mucha&etadhf thepaiUBlif 9WrMal> 
\y parental advioa, that I can aeanalyholdfha paa 
to write an anawar, bat dvkjr to the boatof pai«atB» 
obHgea me to nafei yoa eaay in jonr nund bafeia I 
take any reat ta mfwtiL That levity ao canqriea* 
ooa in my foraiar kttaia ii too tnia to be deniadf 
nor do I deaira ta dnw a toil over my own foUy, 
Ni«madam,IftM]yooa&mit; batwith the great* 
eet eincerity, lonut at the aama tiaw dedare that 
they were wilttoa in a oaralaw aaafliar» 
eoaaideringtha ohaiafltarof ^ pom to 
they ware 
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I am fully lensible of my error, an4 on all fatnre 
occasicns, shall endeavour to avoid giving the least 
offence. The advice you sent me in your valuable 
letter, wants no encomium ; all that I desire is, to 
have them engraven on my heart. My dear n^atf am, 



I love religion, I love virtue, and I hope no conoid' 
•ration will ever lead me from those duties in which 
alune I expect future happiness. Let me beg to 
hear from you often, and hope that my whole fa- 
tare conduct ^U convince tl^e best of parents, that 
I am what she wishes me to be. 
I am, honoured madam, your dutiful daughter. 



IVom an apprtntiee to his father^ in praist of hio 

matter and famUy, 
Honoured Sir, 

I know it will be a great satisfaction to you and 
my her dear mother, to hear that I go on veiy hap- 
pily in my business ; and my master, seeing mj 
diligence, puts me forward, and encourages me in 
such a manner that I have great delight in it, and 
hope I shall answer, in time, your good wishes and 
expectations, and the indulgence which yon have 
always shown to me. There is such good order in 
the ikmily, as well cm my mistress' part as my maa<- 
ter^s, that every servant, as well aa I, knows their 
duty, and does it w^th pleasure. So much etnenness. 
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wdatonesa, and ragalurit]r» is obMrred in nil they 
enjoin or expect, that it is imponible but it ihoald 
b^ ao. My master is an honest, worthy man ; every 
body speaks well of him. My mistress is a cheerful, 
aweet-tempered woman, and rather heals breaches 
than widens them. And the children, after snch 
examples, behave to ns all like one's own brother* 
and sisters. Who cxa but lore such a family 1 I 
wiah when it shall please God to put me in such a 
•tati<m, that I may carry myself just as my master 
does ; and if I should ever marry, have just such a 
wife ns my mistress : And then, by God's blesdag, 
I shall be as happy as they are ; and as you, air, 
and my dear mother hare always been. If any 
thing can make me still happier than I am, or con- 
tinue to me my present felicity it will be the ooan- 
tenanoe of yours and my good mother's prayers, ftr 
konoured sir and madam. 

Your ever dutiful son. 



7%e FMhtr't JLtmoer, 

Monday, October 10th, 184S. 
Dear James, 

I am extremely happy to hear that you find yawt 
situation so agreeable, and I hope you will study to 
deserve the kindness of your master and mistrsas. 
Believe me, my dear boy, there is no surer way of J 
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promoting' jrovr own interest, than that of ■todyiiif 
that of year employer. 

Yoar mother and sisters are, thank God, in ox- 
eeUent health, and desire their love to joa. 
I am, your affectionate father. 

P. 8.— When jroa can be conveniently spaved 
from bosiness, we shall be happy to see yon. 



I 



fVom a jfwmg WMMm, ju$t gont to tenrioe in Bo*^ 

toHy to her mother tn the oeutdry* 
Dear Mother, 

It is now a month that I have been at Mr. Wil- 
son's, and thank Ood, that I lil^e my place so welL 
My master and mistress are both worthy people, 
and greatly respected by all their neighbonrs. At 
my first coming there I thought every thing strange^ 
and wondered to see such multitodes of people in 
the streets ; but what I snffer most from is the re- 
membrance of year's and my &ther's kindness ; bat 
I begin to be more reconciled to my state ; as I 
know yon were not able to sapport me at home. I 
retam yon a thousand thanks for the kind advice 
yoa were so good as to give me at parting, and I 
shall endeavoar to practice them as long as I live : 
Let me hear from yoa as often as yoa have an op 
portanity: So with my duty to yon and father, 
and kind love to all friends. I remam ever 
Tear most dntiful daughter. 
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Th€ w»otktr*s «MiNr. 
My dear child, 

I am glad to hear you have got into to worthy a 
family. Yoa know that we never ehould have part* 
I ed with yoQ had it not been for yoor gtwd. If yoa 
I continue virtnoas and obliging, all the family will 
= love and eetoem yon. Keep yoonelf employed aa 
mnch as you can, and be always ready to aeeitt 
yoar feQow-eenranta. Never apeak ill of anybody, 
but when yon hear a bad etory, tiy to soften it as 
mnch as you can ; dont repeat it again, bat let it 
Blip oat of yoar mind as soon as possible. I am in 
great hopes that all the family are kind to yoa, from 
I the good character I have heard of them. If yoa 
' have any time to spare ftom yoar basiness, I hope 
you will spend some part of it in reading yoar Bi- 
ble, and other religions books. I pray for yoa daily, 
and there is nothing I desire mrare than my child's 
happiness. Renrnmber that the more fiuthfal yoa 
an in the dischaiige of yoar daty as a servant, the 
bettor yoa will prosper if yoa live to have a &mily 
of yovr own. Yoor father desires his blessing, and 
yoar brothers and sistors their love to yon. Heaven 
bless yoo, my dear child ! and continae yoa to be a 
comfort to na all| and pafticalarly to 

Your albetionato mother. 



18 PAKILT UTTUS. 

From a father to • doMghter, in dislike of her tiaen- 

tioHM to marrg at so early an age* 
Dear Sally, . 

I was greatly rarprieed at the letter you sent me 
last week. I was willing to believe I saw in yoa 
for your years, so mach of your late dear mother's 
temper, prudence, and virtuous dispositiim, that I 
refused several advantageous offers of changing my 
condition purely for your sake : And will you now 
convince me so early, that I have n6 return to ox* 
pect from you, but that the moment a young fellow 
throws himself in your way, jrou have nothing else 
to do, but to give me notice to provide a fortune for 
you t For that you intend to be of no further use 
and service to me. This, in plain English^ is the 
meaning of your notification. For I suppose your 
young man does not intend to many you without a 
foiftune. And can you then think, that a father has 
nothing to do, but to confer benefits on his children) 
without being entitled to expect any return fiom 
them ? 

To be sure I had proposed, at a proper time, to 
find a husband for you, but I thought I had yet three 
oar four years to come. For, consider, Sally, you 
are not fully sixteen years of age ; and a wife, be* 
lieve me, ought to have some better qualifications 
than an agreeable person, to preserve a husband's 
esteem, though it often is enough to attract a lover's 

notice. 

^— . i... ^ . . . . » ■ . . .I... I - I 
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HaTe you experience enough, think jou, dierreet- 
ly to conduct the affairs of a family t I thought you 
aa yet not quite capable to manage my house ; aiod I 
am iure, my judgment always took a bias in yoni 
fiiTour. 

Besides, let me tell you, I have great exceptions 
to the person, and think him by no means the man 
I would choose for your husband. For which, if it 
be not too late, I will give good reasons. 

On the whole, you must expect, if you many 
without my consent, to live without my assistance. 
Think it not hard : Your disappointment cannot be 
greater than mine, if you will proceed. I hava 
nerer used violent measures to you on any oocap 
aion, and shall not on this. But yet I eameaily 
hope you will not hurry yourself to destruction, and 
me perhaps to the grave, by an action which alittla 
coasideratioa may so easily prevent. I am 

Tour afflicted &th«r. 



Prun a yotmg woman, a senmt in PhUade^pkiMf fi 

her panntSt deainng their eoiuent to wtarry. 
Honoured Father and Mother, 

t have sent this to inform yon, that one Mr. Wood, 
a young man, a cabinet maker, hat paid his ad- 
dresses to me, and now offers me marriage. I told 
him I would do nothing without your otmsent, and 

I — i cr> 
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therefore have sent this hj William Jones, yoor 
nei^hboar, who called on me, and will inform yon 
particalarly of bis circumstances. 

The young man has been set up in business about 
two years, and is very regular and sober. Most 
people in the neighbourho^ esteem him, and his 
business is daily increasing. I think I could liva 
extremely happy with him, but don't choose to giy* 
him my promise until I have first heard from yom : 
Whatever answer you send shall be obeyed bj 
Your afiiectionate daughter. 



^. 



T%epannt»' antwtr. 
Dear child, 

We received your letter by Mr. Jones, and the 
character he gives of the young man is so agreeable 
that we have no objection to your marrying him ; 
beggf ngthat you will seriously consider the duties of 
that important state, before it is too late to repent. 
Consider well withyoarself, that according to your 
tx>nduet to each other, you must be either happy or 
miserable as long as you live. There are many oc- 
currences in life in which the best of men*s tempers 
may be much ruffled, on account of losses or disap- 
pointments ; if your husband should at any time be 
■0, endeavour to make him as easy as possible. Be 

careful of every thing he commits to your keeping ; 
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ud nerer affect tn appear superior to yonr station ; 
for although your circumstances may be easy, yel 
whilst in trade, you will find a continual want oi 
money for many different purpiises. It is possible 
some of your more polite neighbours may despise 
yon for a iiAile, but they will l>e forced in the end 
to acknowledge, that your conduct was consistent 
with the duties of a married states But, above all, 
yeoMDiber yonr duty to €rod, and then you may 
cheeifvUy look for a blessing on your honest en- 
deavonn. That Gud may direct you in every thin|f 
for the best, is the prayer of 

Yonr bving father and mother. 



To wish a happy New Year, 
I Pittsburg, January Ist, 1843. 

I Hononred Father, 

I I should neglect a most jmportant duty, if I did 
] not address you at the beginning of the year, to 
I oongrmtnlate you on its arriTal, and to wish you a 
longsuooessionof them, each happier than the pre- 
ceding. 

Permit me at the same time, my dear father, to 
express my gratitude fair all your kindnesses, par- 
ticularly for the excellent education you have given 
me, which enables me to move in so respectable a 
cirsle, and will, I hope, render me a useful member 
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vCMdetT. BalioTe me, I feel fully sensible of its 
talne, and will oonetantly endeavour to prove my- 
■elf worthy of it. 

1 hope you will be very carefal of your health ; 
the weather ia ao faioonstant that yon ahoald not 
go oat mneh, as a cold canght at this seawm is daa- 
ferotts. 

I have gTBttt hopes of being able to pass a few 
days with yon at the beginning of April. Pray 
write aoon, and tell me all the news yon can ; gifa 
my Wvt to my dear mother and sisters^ and belieta 

Toor dntifal and affectionate son. 



i 



from a fcung gaUleman to hUfatMr, 
Hoiionred 8ir» 

After entreating yon to make acceptable my dttty 
to my mother, and lore to my sisters, I embrace 
thia opportunity of lettliif yon know how happily I 
ttn aettled in the fkmily of the Worthy doctor. The 
good gentleman, and his amiable lady, do evaty 
thing in their power to make my life agreeable daf> 
iftg the intervals of my attendance m the poblitf 
lectures. The doctor haa began to teach me geom- 
etry, and I hope soon to be able to make aome pto* 
gresB in that naefol scienoe. 

I have endeavoored to be aa good an eoonomiit 



^k^A^^BS^M^Mdl 



FAMILT LBTTXBt 



M pOMibla, bat at present am obhged to parahaw 
MTeral books : I know your tdhderaess and 
nwityy and doabt not of bearing from yon 
1 am, sir, your aflbctionate and dutiful \ 



7%« Father*9 Ansmtr 
Dear Charles, 

1 received your letter, and am greatly pleased to 
liear oi the progress you make in your studlest u 
Mrell as your agreeable situation. I know the do«- 
tor is a worthy man, and if your behaTiour cantiar 
nee consistent with Uie duties of morality, you nay 
be asiurad of his treating you with the sama toft- 
damesB as if you were his own son. 

As to th0 affiur yoo mentioned eoneeming tlM 
books, the incloeed order will ooBTinee ymi that 
nothing on my part shall be wanting to fttnish y«a 
with cTexy thing necessary ; as I am assund, from 
the whole of your former conduct, that you will not 
require jsny thing bordering en superfluity. 

I am your affectiooato hlAk&t% 



JPVom « merehtaif$ widom to a 2a^, m digUmt rsla- 

tion^ in bthalf of htr two 0rphant, 
Madam, 
When you look at the superseriptionof this letter. 
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I doabt nut of your being ranch snrinrised with ftt 
oontenta ; but it ii more on accoantof yoar amiable 
character, than that I have the honour of being 
yoor relation, that I have presumed to trouble you 
vrith this. 

My late husband, who you know was reputed to 
be in affluent circa mstances, has been dead about 
six months ; his whole accounts have been settled 
with his creditors, and because of many losses and 
bad debts, there is not above one hundred pounds 
left for myself. I have a son just turned of fodrteen, 
whom I want to bind apprentice to a reputable 
trade ; and a daughter near seventeen, whose edu- 
cation has rendered her incapable of acting as a 
oenial servant, although she would willingly be 
the companion of some young lady, where she might 
be treated vnth familiarity and tenderness. In cir^ 
cnmstances so distressing, I have presumed to ad- 
dress myself to you ; your long acquaintance with 
the world will enable you to direct me how to pro- 
eeed, and I doubt not but your unbounded genenNh 
ity will induce you to comply with a req^iest dic- 
tated hj the severity of affliction. 



7^ lady** answer. 
Madam, 
I know not whether I am more affected with the 
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modest rapreaentation of your affliction, or pl«ued 
that I have it in my power to assist yon. Ton see* 
madam, that all human expectations are vain, and 
often attended with deception ; when we think our 
circumstances are independent, there is gensrally 
some latent mischief hidden under the specious ap- 
pearance ; and this should teach us continually to 
look to that Proridenee which superintends the af- 
fairs of this lower world, and orders all for the good 
of its creatures. With respect to your two chil- 
dren, I have proposed the following scheme for their 
benefit : 
Let the boy think of some trade, to which his 

/incUnation leads him, and I will provide him with 
every necessary daring his apprenticeship ; and at 

. the expiration of that term (if his behaviour is agree- 
able) advance something to set him up in business. 

I Am for the girl, let her be immediately sent to my 

I house, where she shall be brought up along with 
my daughters, and every thing in my power done 
to serve her. 

I expect that, from time to time, you w^ill com* 
municate to me an account of your own circum- 
stances, that I may be happy in alleviating every 
calamity 

1 am, ^ 
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From m yotmg gentUwotium to her wwtker, 
HoBoured Mother, 

In my last I infoitned yoa that my wcnthy bane- 
factress. Mm. Howanl, hwl been extremely ill ; I 
have the pleasure to assore yo«, that she is now 
perfectly Tecoveied. The happiaesi of my present 
sitnation may be eonceiTed, bat it is not in ay pow> 
er to describe it. After we get up in the mornings 
the family are called together to retain thanks to 
the Almighty for his presenrin; them doling the 
preceding night, and to implore his protection on 
the remaining part of the day ; afterwards we retir* 
to breakfast. Daring the forenoon the yoang ones 
walk into the garden, or the fields^ whilst the good 
lady is employed in dispensing medicines to her 
poor tenants. At <me o'clock we dine, and after* 
wards retire to the summer-house, when each, in 
her tarn, reads some part of the best English and 
American authors, whilst the others are employed 
in needle-work. I have received a letter fiom my 
brother, and am glad to hear he is settled in so good 
a (amily. I am, honoured madam, 

Your affectionate and dntifal daughter* 



From m young gttdUnum, cUrJt to a mereJUmt im iomn^ 
to M$ father, in the eomdry, m^ieitmg pocket- 
money, 

Ilonoored Sir, 
I wrote to yon by Mr. Bale, the Ii»eB-draper,b«t 
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not bftving lece.'Ted any ttiiswer makes me Texy im- 
easj ; although I hare been as good an economiat 
aa pbaaible, yet I find the pocket-money you allow 
ma to take monthly from Mr. Willis, the grocer, is 
not -aoiBcient to support my necessary expenses, al- 
though it WM so at first. New York is such a placsi 
ttat unlMS one maintains something of character, 
they are sure to be treated with contempt, and 
pointed at as objects of ridicule. I assure yon, sir, 
that labhor every sort of extravagance, as much aa 
yon can desire, «nd the small matter which I ask 
aa aa addition to your former allowance, is only tp 
promote my own interest, and which, I am sure, 
you have as much, at heart as any parent possibly 
can. My master will satisfy you that my conduct 
haa been consistent with the strictest rules of mo> 
fali^. I subinit to your judgment what you think 
proper to order. I did not choose to mention my 
want of money to Mr. Willis, and for this Ireason, 
have not taken any thing more than what you or- 
dered. I hope you will not be offended with what 
I have written ; as I shall alwajrs consider myself 
happy in performing my duty, and acquiring the hf 
vovr of my honoured parents, ^ 

I ami honoured sir, your affectionate son. 
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Thompaon dines at our house to-morrow, wad he will 
brings you this. Your mamma has sent yoa half a 
dollar ; and as you are so fond of books, T have sent 
you Rolliu's Belles Lettres. Mr. Austin, our min- 
ister, says, that although all sorts of history are 
useful, yet he thinks you should begin with that of 
your own country : and he has sent .you a present 
of the History of America, which is ornamented 
I with a set of the most elegant copper-plates extant I 
m this country. I have pent you the buckles and ; 
some other things, which yon will find sealed up in 
the parcel. We all beg that you will continue to 
persevere as you have begun, in an uniftnrm couiae 
of virtue. It will entitle you to the favour of Crod, 
be a pleasure to your parents, and turn out to you/ 
own advantage at the last. 

I am, dear brother, yours, affoctionately. 



From a iaihr at NtnfoUt to hit wife m NewTork, 
Dear Betty, 

We are just returned from a cruise against the 
English, and have given them such a drubbing, that 
I believe they will soon be glad to make peace with 
us. We have sunk two, and taken three of their 
ships, wherein is great treasure: but it vrill be 
some time before we receive our prize-money. 
However, I have six months wages due, and hava 
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I wnt yob an order, by which you will receiTe it, at 
the p«y office in Broad-street. We will tail again 
in a few dajrs. Do not be uneasy for me, my dear, 
aa I hope the war will soon be over, and 1 shall have 
the pleasure, once more, to see you in New York, 
there to spend the remainder of my days. 

I am your loring husband till death. 



MtbMIMH 
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BUSINESS LETTERS. 



Applieation to a merekant golictting a iituation m 

derk, 

Philadelphia, May 0th, 184S. 
Gentlemen, 

Having heard that yon are in want of a clerk 
capable of managing your French and Italian cor- 
respondence, I take the liberty of olTering myself 
for the situation. Long practice in a counti ng hous* 
of the first respectability has rendered me perfectly 
conversant with mercantile affairs ; and I flatter 
myself I should be found fully qualified to conduct 
your foreign correspondence. I can give the most 
unexceptionable refiBrences, and security to any 
amount. Should yon wish further information, ytm 
will perhaps condescend-to favour me with a lina. 

I am, gentlemen, etc 



1 



BUSINESS LETTERS. 

Rt^piuiing a friend to purehaae some jnctwree at m 

sale, 
Albany, Augnist lOth, 1813. 
Dear Sir, 
I have just learned, that on the tenth of next month 

there will be a sale of pictures at *8. Some 

of them, I am told, are rare pieces of the first ma»> 
tcrr A«*it will be impossible for me to be in New 
Yorii at that time, I shall feel obliged if you will 
go to the sale, and purchase. for me what you think 
worth notice. If it were possible to see a catalogue 
!£ time) 1 would mark what 1 should wish to hare. 

Yours, eto. 



7b requeet paifmemt of an oecoutif . 

New-York, August 3d, 1843. 
Dear Sir, 

Being very much pushed for money at this mo- 
ment, I should feel much obliged if yon would let 
me have the balance of your account. Y hope you 
will not disappoint me, as I have a heavy bill da« 
to-morrow, and cannot take it up without your as- 
sistance. If you cannot command cash, you'^can 
perhaps give me a bill at a short date, so that I may 
get it discounted. I rely on yon. 

Are you in want of an3rthing 7 I have just M- 
ccived a supply of Birmingham and Sheffield wares. 
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It iMw (mtternf ; give me a call and laok at then, 
'f you call to-day, you will have the Ant sight. 

Yours, etc. 



Answer, 



Brooklyn, A!igust 3d, 1843. 
'lear Sir, 

Not expectinif ny aoooaat till the end of the 
loath, I am not prepared, having just employed tha 
nater part of n^y^ ready money ia a spacalatiioii 
.4iich promis^is mach advantage. *^ 

I have, however, enclosed a bill at tweaty days, 
hich will, I hope, answer your purpose. 
No want of hardware at present. * 

Yours, ale. 



% ittp tA« delivery of a parcel of g^oia to m ptrttm 
wkote eolveney i$ ^nAted. 

Philadelphia, April SOth, 1643. 
Mr, 

Having sent off a parcel of goods to Mr. L. of 
/oar place, and having since heard some nnplea^ 
■ant reports, we beg yo^ will, on the arrival of the 
wagon, lay an attachment on the goods in our 
names, and deposit them in the warehouse at tha 
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wagon-oflSca till farther information. We harv, 
howeTer, so much reliance on your disorotion, that 
if you think Mr. L. aoWent, we shall not object to 
the delivery. Favaur us with an answer as soon as 
possible, as we are, of coarse, impatient to knew 
the result. 

We are, ete. 



Reply t 999unng the eoHdity of the house, L, 
FitUburg, May 9th, 1843. 
Gentlemen, 

Youn of the 30th ult. came duly to hand, and I 
loat no time in ascertaining the solidity of Mr. L. 
I find he has experienced temporary embarrass- 
ment, in consequence of the failure of a house with 
which he was intimately connected. Fortunately, 
howeTer, he has just rvsceived a rery considerable 
kgacy, which enables him to go on, and has entire- 
ly re-established his credit ; therefore, I shall not 
oppose the delivery of the goods, being fully con* 
Tinced youiiave nothing to fear. 

I am out of Port ; send me fifty dozen, same qua- 
lity as the last, two years, at least, in bottle ; let it 
be carefully packed, as three bottles were broken 
in one of the hampers of the last you sent me. 

I am, etc. 
I 

:) 
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Advice of the arrival of a veeseh 

Charleiton, May 6th, 184S. 
Sir, 

We adviae yoa of the arriTal of the Twee Qt- 
hroederSf with the goods yoa consignned to as, all in 
good condition, except the Cochineal, which is dam- 
aged by sea-water, and deficient in weight 10 !bs 
We have spoken to the captain, who taya the pack- 
ages were sent on board in a bad condition ; and wa 
have, therefore, debited you with jC— , the amoant of 
the deficiency. As tin is in demand at yoar market, 
w* have consigned a handred cases to yon ; do the 
beat yoa,can with them. 

Yours, etc 



Advice of having executed am order. 

New York, April 29th, 1843. 
Si/, 

Yonrs of the 19th came duly to hand, and I loet 
no time in ezecating yoar brder. I have not been 
abiB to procare the madders at your limits, as oar 
market is at present very bare : bat I hope the qaa- 
lity will compensate for the difference of price. I 
have shipped them on board a Datch vessel, boand 
fur your port, viz, the 7\oe« Gebroedertf Captain 
Verbist ; she sailed on the 20th, with a fair wind, 
so yqp may a ton expect to hear of her arrival. 
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I thank joa for yoar oflfer of aetvice ^ilh regard 
to the bankruptcj of Smith & Co., but have giTen 
■cy instractions to Mr. > my solicitor. 

Tin is looking up ; a consignment of that article 
woold be a good specaJation. 

I am your*! etc. 



To infuire the repvtation vf « MereAenl. 

Philadelphia, Api^l 16th, 1849. 
Sir, 

1 have just received a considerable order from a 
bouse at New- York, (Messn. Clarii & Co.,) who re- 
fer me to yon. Do yoa think I can do business 
safely with them ? 

I have ascertained that the house of Brown and 
Jones is reputed good, but does not do much bosi- 
ness. 

It is rumoured this morning that Smith ft Co. 
have stopped ; I do not vouch for the truth of it, 
* and have not time to inquire before the departure 
I kA the mail. Iron has got up 3s ; but I think it still 
I worth notice ; fortunately I had shipped your naile 
i before the rise. Tht Hector has cleared out and 
sails to-morrow with them on board. Give me the 
earliest intelligence of her arrival. 

Yours, etc. 
F. S.— I open the letter to add, that the stoppaise 
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of Smith & Co. is confirmed ; the amoant i« raid to 
be considerable. Are you in it f 



From m retail to a wholesale dealer^ eomplaimng of 
the non-fxecution of hit vrdere. 

Boston, Jane 28th, 1843. 
Gentlemen, 

I am sorry to be obliged to complain of your neg- 
ligence in executing my orders. It is nearly three 
weeks since I ordered a parcel of goods of which I 
was much in want, and have experienced great in- 
convenience in consequence of not having received 
them. 

I hope yon will, on the redbipt of this, immediate- 
ly forward them. 

I am, gentlemen, etc 



Answer of the tohoUsale dealer, 

New-Tork, July 4th, 1843. 
•ir. 

We oboerve in yonrs of the 28t.h ult., which has 
just reached us, that you complain of our tardiness 
in the execution of your orders. You cannot, we 
are sure, feel surprised at it, if you consider the ir- 
regularity of your payments. Six months have 
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elapsed since we received a remittance from joa, 
notwithstanding your promises to our traveller ; and 
during that time we have sent you two parcels of 
goods. 

We now, however, feel compelled to say, that, 
until the accuiint is settled, and we are assured of 
regular payments, we mast decline further orders. 

We hope yon will, by a prompt remittance, spars 
us the MPpleasantness uf referring you to our soli 
citor. 

We hre, etc. 



Excuse for not having completed an order, 
^ New- York, January 26th, 1843. 

(Gentlemen, 

The various rumours, which during the last 
weeks have kept our market in a state of continued 
agitation, have hitherto prevented me from execut- 
ing your order. They are, however, beginning to 
subside, and will, 1 trust, be succeeded by a calm. 
I hope the loss of time will be compensated by the 
advantageous price at which I shall be able to pro- 
cure the articles. The next post will, in all proba* 
bility, announce the purchase. * ' 

Iron and tin continue in demand. You cannot do 
wrong in sending those articles ; ship them, how- 
ever, under English colours, as the Algerine coi^ 
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■tin are on the look'oat for the French flag. They 
haro already captured two French hrigv bonnd here. 
Nothing farther worth mentioning. 

Youm, etc. 



^ 



To rtqmtl fmjfmmi tfm mm lotf. 

Friday. 
Believe me, dear air, I am extremely aorry to be 
vnder the neceasity of aeking you for the trifle I 
lent you lome time ago. 

The total stagnation of trade has placed me in a 
▼eiy embanrassing sitoation, and compels me to have 
reconrse to every expedient. Under each cirenm- 
atances, yon will not, I hope, deem me importunate, 
as I should lament any intermption of the friendship 
that haa so long existed between us. 

Yoors eier. 



Satuday. 
Dear Sir, 

I regret that any circumstances should haie 
placed yoo in an unpleasant situation, and I lose no 
time in sending you the sum you had the kindness 
to lend me. I beg you to accept my thanks for the 
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fftvoar, and to permit m* to repay the obligatiattbgr 
offering 700 the aame acoommodation. 

Beliere me, air, your deToted fiiead. 



Jtnotktr muwtr, 
I am exeeaaivelj aony, ny dear if r, that it ie not 
in my power to comply with yonr reqaest at the 
preaent moment. If, howerer, « bill at a ehovt 
date, will be of aervioe to yon, yon may draw npon 
me, lay at fifteen daya, or ton, if it will anit yoa 
bettor. 

YouByete. 



IVeei m yctmg aiaR who i» diuaii^fied mUk ki» 
tt'luoltoik 

New-Toric, October 7th, 184S. 
Dear Father, 

The fear of oflbnding yon, and the hope that 
things ▼'onld mend, have hitherto preventod me 
from addreiaing yon on the labject c{ my situation 
at Mr. B * s« I have now been two jrears with 

him, and I am sony to say, without much benefit. > 
It is tnie, I am treated very well, as far as regards 
living ; bnt I am oonTinced, that I shall never leam 
my trade snIBttiently well to be able to obtain alive- 
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liluwd. Mr. B. is frequently oat of town daring % 
fortnight, leaving the businen ander the directioB 
of his son, who knows Tery little more of it than I 
do. 

I think, therefore, dear father, it is a pit j to wane 
my time, and I should be mnch obliged if you would 
take an opportunity of spieaking to Mr. B. on the 
•abject. I have no doubt but a situation might bo 
found, which would prove much mors advantageous 
in many respects ; but I would avoid, if possiblsi 
giving offence to my master. I leave the whole, 
however, to your judgment and decision, being fully 
convinced that whatever you do will be fur my good. 
I shall have the pleasure of seeing you on Sunday, 
when we can talk the subject over ; bat I thoaght 
it best to mention it beforehand, that you might 
have an opportunity of giving it a little considerm- 
tion. Adieu, dear father, till Sunday. 

Your dutiful 



? 



An urgent demand ofpaymetnl, 
Mr. Thompson, 

. The exigence of my affairs compels me thus im- 
portunafely, nay, peremptorily, to write to you. 
Can you think it possible to cany on business in 
the mani<er you act by me t You know what pro- 
mises you have made, and how fzvqi time to time. 
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700 hare broken them. C&a I, therefore, depend 
upon any new ones you make ? Ifyounae others as 
yoa do me, huw can you think of carrying- on biui- 
neu ? If yoa do not, what must I think of the maa 
who deals worse by me than by others ? If you think 
you can trespass more upon me than yoa can on 
others, that is a very bad compliment to my pni- 
dence or your own gratitude ; for surely good usaga 
should be entitled to the same in return. I know 
how to allow for disappointments, as well as anj 
man ; but, can a man be disappointed for ever I 
Trade is so dependent a thing, that it cannot be 
carried on without mutual punctuality. Does not 
the merchant expect it from me for those very good* 
I send you 7 And can I make a return to hi m with- 
out receiving it from you ? What end can it an- 
swer to give you two years' credit, and then be at 
an uncertainty, for goods which I sell at a small 
profit, and have only six months' credit formyaelf I 
Indeed, sir, this will never do. I must be mora 
punctually used by you, or else deal as little pano- 
tually with others, and then, what mast be th» 
consequence ? In short, sir, I expect a handsoma 
payment by the next return, and secority for th» 
remaindei . as I am loth to take any harsh men* 
sores to procure justice to myself, my family and 
creditors. For I am, if it be not your own fault, 
Your faithful friend and servant. 
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T%e aiuicer. 
Sir, 

I acknowledge with gratitado the lenity you hare 
at all times shown, and niy being obliged to disap- 
point you so often has given me much uneasiness. 
I do assure you, sir, that I am not so ungrateful as 
my conduct has giren reason to believe. From the 
•tate of my accounts, yon will find tnat the greatest 
part of my property is in the hands of country deal- 
ers, who, although they seldom fail, yet their times 
of payment are precarious and uncertain. How- 
ever, to convince you of my integrity, I send by this 
day's post an order for two hundred dollars, and 
next week you shall receive one much larger. The 
remainder shall be sent in a short time. I am de- 
termined, for the future, to make the rules laid 
down in your excellent letter a guide in my deal- 
ings with those people, whose dilatoriness in mak- 
ing good their payments to me, obliged me to disap- 
point you ; and to convince you farther of my in- 
tegrity, tihe goods which I order, until the old ac- 
oovnt is paid oflT, shall be for ready mon«y. I doubt 
not but that you will continue to treat me with the 
Muoe good usage as formerly, and believe me to be, 
nnfeignedly, 

Your obliged humble servant. 



Cr 



— a 



78 



BUUHKM LBTTKSt. 



The bearer has serred me with integritf and 
fidelity these three years ; bat having a desire to 
settle in Philadelphia, he left my house about a 
week ago, and by a letter received from him this 
day, I find yun are willing to eropli^ him on my 
recommendation, and it is with the greatest plea- 
surs that I comply with his request. His behaviour, 
while with me, was strictly h<mest, sober,.and dili- 
gent, and I doubt not but it will be the same with 
you. I have sent this enclosed in one to himself; 
and if you employ him, I hope he will give satis&o- 
tion 

I am, sir, your humble servant. 



er. 



Sir, 

I received your obliging letter in reoommendatioa 
of the young man, and in oonseqnenoe of that, hav* 
taken him into my family. I doubt not, from what 
ton say, of his giving satisfaction ; and yon may ha 
assured of his being treated with humanity, aad 
ftwarded aooordiikg to his merit. I am. 

Tour humhie aervanl. 
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fVwi a tama m t to a Jamttard, tgeutmg ddaig of ^ 



I hftfe been yoar tenant abore ten yean in th« 
hoaae vhere I now live, and yon know that I have 
never failed to pay my rent quarterly when doe. 
At preaent I am extremely sorry to inform yon, that 
ham a variety of losses and disappointments, I am 
under the necessity of begging that yon will indulge 
m» one quarter longer. By that time I hope to have 
it in my power to answer your just demand ; and 
the favour shall be ever gratefully acknowledged 
by your 

Obedient humble servant. 



fVom a yomng man in Iht eomUrff to a mtnkuU im 

New- York, cfftring eomtpomdeme§. 
Sir, 

My apprenticeship with Mr. Wilson being ex* 
pired, during which I had proofs of your integrity 
in all your dealings with my worthy employer, Biy 
parents have given me six hundred dollars to b«> 
gin the world, which you know is not sufficiettt to 
carry on trade to any advantage : that I may be 
able to sell my goods as cheap as possible, 1 woakl 
chooee to have them from the first hand, and hka- 

^ iae the usual tima of credit. If it is agreeable to 

1^ 
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jfMf I hereby offer my correspondence, not donbtiBg 
but you will tise me as well as you did Mr. Wilson ; 
and yon may depend on my punctuality with respect 
to payments. 

My late employer has no objection to my setting up* 
as it will not he in the least prejadicial to his busi- 
ness. I shall depend on your sending me the fol* 
lowing order, as soon, and as cheap as possible; and 



am, Sir, 



Your humble servant. 






I>- 



7*he merehant*8 tauvftr* 
Sir, 

Yours I receired, and am extremely glad to hear 
that your parents have enabled you to open a shop 
for yourself. Your behaviour to your last employer 
was such, that it cannot fail of procuring you many 
customers. I have sent you the goods with the 
Stafford wagon in twelve parcels, marked X, I, 
an'l I doubt not, but you vnll be punctual in your 
returns, which will always enable me to serve yoa 
as low as possible, and with the best goods which 
I can procure. I heartily wish you success in busi- 
ness; and doubt not but you well know, that hones^ 
and assiduity are the most likely means to insora 
it ; and am, 

Your obliged servant. 



r 
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iVoin a young man wAom inatter had latefy died* 
Sir, 

I doubt not but yoa have heard of my ]^te wot* 
thy master^s death. 1 hav6 served him as appren* 
tice and jonmeyman above twelve yealv ; and ai 
my mistress does not choose to carry on the bust* 
ness, I have taken the shop and stock in trade, and 
•hall be glad to deal with yoa in the same manner 
he did. 1 have sent the enclosed order, fof payment 
of such bills as ate due, and yoa may depend oa 
panctuality with respect to the remainder, fof 
lirhieh parpoee let them be entered ds my debtt 
l*leas6 to send the enclosed order, and let the goodi 
be the best you have, which will oblige, 

Your humble aervant. 



Theenstbir* 
Sir, 

Yours 1 reoeilred,and am extremely sorry to hear 
bf the death of my good friend, your late mastert 
but at the samtk time, pleased to find that his bosi* 
iieas has faRen into such good hands as yours. Tou 
have double advantage over a stranger, as yoa are 
irell acquainted both with your late master^s trade 
And customers) which by his dealings with me ap- 
piiar to be very extensive. I have sent your or- 
dtof in ten bales marked O P, by the Speedwell, of 
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AnNtnjr, John Thompsoc, master, and yon will find 
them as gtxxl and cheap as any that are to be had 
in New- York. I heartily thank you for yonr oflTered 
correspondence, and shall on all occasions use yod 
with honour. I Vish yon all manner of success, 
asd am, Ac 



7^ a eorretpondeiU, nguetting the payment of m mm 

of nurtuy. 

Although the balance of the account between us 
has been of long standing in my favour, yet t would 
not hare applied to you at present, had not a Tery 
Unexpected demand been made upon me for a con* 
siderable sum, which, without your assistance, it is 
not in my power to answer. When I have an 0}i- 
portunity of seeing you, I shall then inform you of 
the nature of this demand, and the necessity of my 
dischai^ng it. I hope you will excuse me this 
freedom, which nothing but a regard to my credit 
and family could oblige me to take. If it does not 
suit you to remit the whole, part will be thankfully 
received, by 

Youf humble servant. 



6.^ 
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Tnt tUUWtft 

Bir, 

Ihvn just received yo^in, and am sorry to hear 
of yoar affliction. That the acconnt between u 
was not aooner settled, was owing to the failare of 
two principal creditors. T have just received a re- 
mittance from Boeton, and am greatly pleased that 
it is in my power to answer the whole of yonr de* 
mand. The balance between ns is two hundred 
itnd fifty dollars, for which I have sent enclosed an 
order on Mr. Cash, the broker. I hope you will 
rarmonnt this, and erery other difficulty, and am. 
Tear sincere well-wisher. 



fVom a ynmg person in trade, to a wholesale ieuteTf 

who had smddenly made a demand on Mm. 
Sir, 

Tour demand coming very unexpectedly, I mnat 
tomfesa I am not prepared to answer it. I know 
the stated credit in this article used only to be foar 
■lenths ; as it has been always the custom to allow 
at least two months more, I did not think yon would 
have sent for^it till that time ; and consequently 
tmsted to a practice so long established in trade. 
Sir, I beg you will not suppose it is any defieieney 
which hinders me from complying with your re* 
f nest, nor shall I ask any more than is usual. If 
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70a will be pleased to let your Mirant call thia day 
thiee weeks for the one half of the sunii it shall ba 
leady, and the remainder in a fortnight after* In 
the mean time, I beg that 70a will not let anj Mrord 
slip concerning this, as very little willtmrt a yoang 
beginner. 1 Sir, 70a may take my word with tha 
greatest safet7, that I will pa7 70a as I hava piD> 
Briaad ; and if 70a hare an7 reason to demand tha 
maamj aooner, be pleased to let me know, that if I 
have it not, I ma7bonuw it ; for il I hare loakcredil 
with 70a, I hope I have not done so with all tha 
world* 

I vmf.mrt 70m himble aerrant. 



fTutmnur, 
Bit, 

Then is no person in the world who eoold mora 
wil]ingl7 show aTai7 indolgenoa to a 7ovng begiap 
■er than m7self, and I am aztiiBmel7 wonj to pma 
70a on the present occasion ; but 1 hare reasons ; 
and vhhough it is not alwaTS either fair or prudent 
to msntion them, jet 70a will gire ma leave to ask 
the following qttestiofn : whether 7011 hare an7 deal- 
ings with an usurer near the Exchange, and what! 
is hia asno I If 700. giva me aatiafiwtion on this 
head, I ahallnotorge the demand I have ma^e \«p<m 
70U sooner than the time 70U mentioik ; but m it 
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maj btt done at onoe, I expect jonr aniwer by tli* 
bearer, whom yuu well kuow, for he was, at ha iB- 
fonns me, very lately year lerrant. 

I anqre you, «ir, it is in eonsideration of the gntt 
opiaieB I have of yoar iategrity, th^ I refer th» 
paymeat of my demand to a simple annrac to thii 
qoettioa ; but I fear that oannot be done. 

I an yourfriend aad weU-wiahar. 



i, 



Wrmm c tfo^MNMa to • -iskelssalt ifitafsf- to ^blav 

jMyaieal <{^ « MM ^ MOMy. 
Sir, 

My note to you will bo payable in ton days, aad 
I am sorry to inform yon, that although 1 have oob- 
sideraUs cnma in good hands, yet none of them are 
dne these three weeks, which is all the time I re- 
qnire. It is a &Toar I noTer asked of any cne till 
tiiis moment, and I hope for the future not to haTO 
any ooeasien to repeat it. I am really distressed 
for your answer ; but aa proof of my sincerity, have 
sent inclosed three notes subscribed by persons well 
known to yourself, and although they exceed my 
debt, yet I baTO no ofaj^ttoa teyour keeping them 
a« security till due. Let me beg to hoar fMmi you 
as soon as this oomes to hand, which will greatly 
oblige, 

Tour humble serrant. 
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Sir, 

It WM extraiMly fortaaAto fiir yoa that jour let- 
tar uriTed the day after it wu written, for I wae to 
hare paid yoar note awaj yeaterday, and I coold 
not hare had an opportiuutj of reeaUin^ it in time 
to hare served you. Indeed it was impradent not 
to have oomnranicated the news to ma eooner, as 
your credit might have been greatly affiMsted by 
such an nnnecessary delay. HoweTer, I impute it 
to yoor onwillingness to reveal the state of your 
aibixB, and shall keep the note in my liands till 
yoor own becomes doe, and for thatpnipoee have 
returned the others, not doubting but you will send 
me the money at the time jMiomised, which will 
greatly oblige, 

Yoor anoera well-wisher. 



fVom c eeimlry ikofkeeptr to ailiaisr ta NmnTMrkf 

Sir, 

When I first began to correspond with you, it waa 
my fixed resolution to act with integrity and honour, 
expecting the same in return. I must, indeed, con- 
fess that the goods you sent me for sometime, were 
as good as any I could purchase from another, and 
so far I had not any reason to complain. Bat now 
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Um esM it quite different ; the two last paroele yon 
eent me ere eo bad that I dare not offer them to my 
cnatomers. From what, eir, does this proceed? 
have I ever been deficient in my payments ? No, yon 
j dare not accose me with any thing of that nature. 
HoweTer, I am obliged to tell yon, that unless yon 
•end me others in their room, 1 mast either with- 
draw my correspondence, or shot np my shop. Ypn 
may choose which yon please, aiid let me beg to 
ha?e your answer by retam of poet, as I am in im- 
mediate want o^ these goods, and in danger of losing 
my cnstomen by a delay. 

In so doing yon will oblige, A0 



7^ 
Sir, 

I receiTed yonis, and am extremely sqrry to hear 
the goods sent yon were so bad. By some misUke 
my serrants hare inadvertently sent some gooos I 
had in my warehouse, not intended for any of my 
castomers, for which I am extiemelj sorry ; but, in 
order to make yon amends, I send, by this day*s 
wagon, those which I had originally intended for 
yon, at my own expense. I hope you will excuse 
this, and be assured yon shall never be served in 
sr.ch a manner for the future. 

I am, sir, your humble servant. 
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From a tradesman i$t distrased eircumstanceit d»- 

tirtrng an extension* 
Sir, 

It is now iJioye ten yean since I first had deal- 
ings with you, and during that time you well know 
that my payments were regular ; but at present, I 
am sorry that my affairs are so perplexed, that it is 
not in my power to comply with the just demands 
of my creditors, nor even to pay them any thing UU' 
til my affairs are settled : for that reason, sir, I have 
sent to you, desiring an extension for only twelve 
months, in which, time «I hope to be able to settle 
my affairs to their satisfa^on ; but if they will not 
comply with this, I am utterly minad. Your an- 
swer is impatiently expected by, 

Your obedient humble servant. 



The answer. 

Sir, 

Yours I received, and am extremely sorry to hear 
that your circumstances are so distressed. In order 
to comply with your, request, I called a meeting of 
the creditors, and I doubt not but they will agree 
to a proposal so fair and reasonable, of which I shall 
give yon notice. 

I am, sir, your real friend. 



PART XIZ. 

LETTERS 

LOm COURTSHIP AND MASBIAGE. 



LOVE OOXTRTSHIP, ANB MABBIAQS 



^0 a$k admee on wtanrimgt, 

New-Tovk, September 3d, 1843. 
M7 Tery dear firiend, 

HaTing frequently profited by yuar good advioe) 
I think I cannot do better than addresa myaelf to 
yoQ on a subject of a very Mrions nature. 

I have fireqnently explained to yon my intention 
to remain tingle till thirty. I am not, howeverj 
ashamed to confess that my resolution begins to 
weaken, and has lately experienced some Tery se- 
rious trials. The &ct is, that I have recently had 
the happiness of falling into company with a very 
amiable creature, who is on a visit at our friend 
JPb. I understand she is of a good family, and her 
character irreproachable. 1 hare shown her some 
attention, and have reason to flatter myself that I 
might hope success. 

1 haTe hitherto undertaken no affair of conse- 
qaence without having previously consulted you. 
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and haTS always experienced the good effects of 
following your advice ; I beg, therefore> you will, 
on this important occasion, give it to me without 
reserve, »nd thos supply the place of my late dear 
father, whose loss I shall never cease to deplore. 

Do me the favour not to mention the subject out 
of your own family, and above all, if youi advice 
sh»uld be dissuasive, I have not given the smallest 
idea on the subject to any one here, nor shall I ; 
and as the attention I have shown the young lady 
has not been more than politeness alone would in- 
qrire, I shall not have to regret having wounded 
the sensibility of an amiable girl. 

I will not, however, my dear friend, attempt to 
eonosal from you my desire that your ojNnion may 
be CsTourable. I flatter myself also that you know 
me well enough to feel convinced that I am well 
aware of the importance of marriagv, and that I 
will reflect sexiously before forming the eternal en- 
gagement. 

Toun truly. 



Frotn a yoimg tradesman iatefy tnUnd into 6i»tMM, 

to hitfatherf asking kit eonseiU to marry. 
Honoured Sir, ^ 

You know that it is now above a year since I en.- | 
tered into business for myself, and finding it daily I 
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{ncreaaing, I am obliged to look oat for an agreea- 
U« partner, I mean a wife. There is a Terj wor* 
Chy family in this neighbourhood, with whom t 
have been some time acquainted. They are in good 
drenxnatances, and hare a danghter, an amiable 
yvaag woman, greatly esteemed by all who know 
her. I bare paid my addtessea to her, and L ke wise 
obtained the patents* consent, on condition that it 
is agteeable to yon. I wonld not do any thing of 
that nature without yoar consent ; bat I hope thaitf 
upon the strictest inquiry, you will find her inch a 
penon, that yon will not have any objection to a 
match so adfantageons. I, on every occasion, en* 
deaToar to act with the greatest pnidenee, consist* 
•nt with the mles yoa were pleased to prescxiba 
for my eondliet. The patents are to pay ma fire 
htmdted dollars on the day of marriage, if the event 
shall happen to take place ; and as they have no 
ether chitdten, the whole of their proper^ becomes 
eon at their death. In whatever light yon are 
pleased to consider this, I shall abide by your diieo- 
tka, and yonr answer, in the mean timof is in^ap 
tieBtly expected. 

By your datifnl son. 
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Frmm « ladfyust married^ to her friend. 

Cheater, Maj Sd, 184t. 
DearElJra, 

Do not to tarprised at weing^ a strangv name at 
the hottom of tbit letter. She who writes it was 
Miss Jones, bat her lorer insisted that sbe had borne 
that name long enough ; in fact) my dear, I am 
married. 

T send yon a pair of gloireB and a piece of th« 
bride-cake, hoping I shall very soon receive a simi- 
lar present from yoa. Take my adTioe, my dear 
giH, and marry as soon as yon can. Yon see I am 
at- i; IV as ever: marriage has not altered me, nor 
do I ' >i.nk it will ; but p. ay come and wish me joy. 

We are at our conntry-hoase at Chester, where 
we intend to pass the honey*moon. My dear has* 
band will be very glad to see yon. He knows how 
sincerely t am attached to yon, and he loves every 
body that T low. Bring some of your mnsie, and 
above all , yonr delightful voice. Yon know how yonr 
warbling charms me. Now, do<«ot send any ex- | 
cnsee ; positively I vrill admit of none. If yon do not j 
come, I shaL say you are envions, and caimot wit* 
aess felicity; but yon will come. I am sure my' 
Eliza will oblige 

Her affectioiiate, 

E. .Clabk. * 

P. S. Have the goodness to let yonr servant call 
on the toner, and tell him to come immediately to 
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} tone mj pisQo> and to bring Mime harp ftrings with 
him. 



R9ply. 
Philftdelphim, Maj 9d, IMS. 
My dear Emily. 

Though I had some reason to think yon ^are ap- 
pvoachingthe indisaolable anions yet I did not ii.ia- 
gine it wan eo very near. I anticipated th<> f lea- 
aare I should experience in the agreeable tark. (y^ ae> 
listing yon in yonr preparations ; but you have -lia^ 
appointed me. I forgive yon, my dear, and lipartily 
rejoice in your happiness. May your felicity be 
long and uninterrupted ! 

Yoa advise me to marry as soon as possible ; be 
assured I shall not delay, when I have found an ob* 
ject worthy of my love and esteem ; but I dread 
nothing so much as taking such an important step 
without mature consideration ; however, you may^ 
perhftps, hear of it sooner than you imagine. I thank 
you, my dear, for yonr very kind invitation, and 
will avail myself of it. You may, therefore, expect 
me on Monday afternoon. Adieu, God bless yoa. 

Yovia affectionately, 

Eliza Cook. 
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From a ywmg QnUUman to m Laif with whom kt it 

M Lovt. 

Madam, 

I bare three times attempted to gite yon a yerbftl 
relation of the contents of this lettet , bat my^ heart 
has as often failed. I know not in what light it 
may be eonsidezed, only if I can form any notion of 
my own heart, from the impression made on it bjr 
your many amiable Aoooraplishments, my happineal 
in ihisVworld will, in a great meAsnre, depend oil 
iFoar answer. I am not precipitate, madam, ttat 
notiH I desire your hand, if yoar hear^ did notao* 
eomprayit. My circuDiatanees are independent, 
and my charaeter hitherto unblemished, of which 
you shall hare the most nndoubted ptoof. Toil 
hare already seen some of my relations at yoat 
aunt's in Chetry-sireet, particularly my mother} 
with whom I now lire. Vonr aunt will inform yo« 
concerning our family, and if 'it is to your satisfao- 
tion, I shall not only consider myself extremely 
happy, but shall also make it the principal stu^ of 
tny future life, to spend my days in the company of 
her whom 1 do ptefer to all othen in the world, t 
shall Wait fat your answer with the ntmost imp** 
tieace, and am, 

Madsa, your real adminf 
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COURTHHIP AND MARBIAGB. 

The Lady*»^ Answer. 



fT 



Sir, 

I received your letter last night, and as it was on 
» subject I had not yet any thoughts of, you will not 
wonder when I tell you, 1 was a good deal surpris- 
«d. Although I have Seen you at different times' 
yet I had not the most distant thought of your mak- 
ing proposals of such a nature. Those of yoarsez 
hnve often asserted that we are fond of flatteryi 
and mightily pleased to b^ praised. I shall, there- 
fore, suppose it true, and excuse you for those fol- 
aome encomiums bestowed upon me in your letter ; 
but am afVaid, were I to comply with your propo- 
sals, you would soon be convinced that the charms 
JOQ mention, and seem- to value so much, are mors- 
ly exterior appearances, which, like the summer 
Aower, will very soon fade, and all those mighty t 
professions of love will end at last either in indifier- 
•nce, or, which is worse, disgust. You desire me 
to inquire of my aunt concerning your character and 
family. You must excuse me when I tell you, that 
I am obliged to decline making any such inquiry. 
However, as yon/ behaviour, when in my company^ 
was always agreeable, I shall treat you with as mnch 
respect as is consistent with common decorum. 
My worthy guardian, Mr. Melvill, is now at his seat 
on Long Island, and his conduct to me has been so 
■inch like that of a parent, that I don't choose to 
take one step in an affair of such importance, with- 



96 



LSTTBBS Oil LOYIi 



out both his conaent and ■pprob«tiiA. There is an 
appearance of aincerity raua through your letter , 

I but there ta one particular to which I have a very 
atrong^ obiection. It is this : yon say that yon live 
I along with your mother, yet yon don't say you have 
I either ^nimunicated your sentiments to her, or to 
I your other relations. I must freely and hoBeatlT 
tell you, that as I would nc^ disoblige my own re* 
lations, so neither would I, on any consideration, 
admit of any addresses contrary to the inclination c^ 
yours. If you can clear up this to my satisfaction, 
I shall send you a more explicit answer, and am, sir, 
Your most obedient humble aervant. 



7^ GentUmaaCa Anavier to the above. 
Dear Madam, 

I RBTUBN you a thousand thanks for your letter, 
and it> is with the greatest pleasure that I can dear 
up to your satisfaction that matter you doubted of. 
Before I wrote to you, 1 communicated the affair to 
my two cousins, but had not courage sufficient to 
mention it to my mother ; however, that is now over, 
and nothing, she says, would give her greater plea- 
sure, than to see mennarried to a young lady of your 
amiable character ; nay, so far is she from having 
any objections, that she would have waited on yon 
as the bearer of this, had I not persuaded her against 
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it, M sbe hM been these three dajrs afflicted with a 
•evere cold, and I was afraid, that if she had ven^ 
ti|x«d abroad ao soooi, it might be attended with 
dangerous consequences. Bnt, to convince you of 
mj sincerity, she has sent the enclosed, written 
with her onrn hand, and whatever may be the con* 
tents, I solemnly assure you, that I am totally igmo- 
nuit, except that she told me it was in approbatioa 
of my suit. If you will give me leave to wait on 
yon, I shall then be able to explain things mora 
particularly. I am, dear madam, your real lover. 



From the ^oung Gentleman^i Mother^ to the fomg 

Lady, 
Dear Miss, 

If tou find any thing in these lines impmperijr 
written, you will candidly excuse it, as coming from 
the hands of a parent, in behalf of an only beloved 
and dutiful sfin. 

My dear Charles has told me that you have mad* 
such an impression on him, that he knows not how 
to be happy in any one else, and it gives me great 
happiness to find that he has placed his aflfectionB 
on so worthy an object. Indeed, it has been my 
principal study to instruct him in the principles of 
our holy religion ; well knowing that those who do 
not fear Grod, will never pay any regard to domestic 
duties. His dear father died when his son was only 
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ten months old, and being deprived of the parent, all 
mj iconsolation was that I had his image left in the 
■on. I nursed him with all the tenderness possible, 
and even taaght him to read and write. When he 
was of proper age I sent him to a boarding- school, 
and afterwards to the University. Whilst he was 
pvoeecnting his studies, I was constantly employed 
in recommending him to the care of that God whoee 
eyes behold all his cKatures, and will reward and 
punish according to their merit. Ever since his re- 
turn trom College, he has. resided constantly with 
me, and his conduct to every one with whom he 
has had any connection, has been equal to my 
atmoet wishes. At present, my dear Miss, I am in 
a very sickly condition, and although I have con* 
cealed it from him, yet, in all human probability, 
my time in this world will not be long. Excuse the 
indulgent partiality of a mother when I tell yon, 
that it is my real opinion, you can never place your 
affections on a more worthy young man than my 
■on. He is endowed with more real worth than 
thousands of others whom I have known ; and I 
have been told of instances of his benevolence 
which he has industriously concealed. I have only 
to add further, that the only worldly consideration 
now upon my mind is to see him happily married, 
and theu my whole attention shall be fixed on that 
place where I hope to enjoy eternal felicity. 

I am, dear Miss, your sincere well-wisher. 
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The young Lddy*$ Answer, 
MadaiUi 

I will excuse the fondness of a tender mother for 
her only child. Before I received yours, I had 
heard an account of your unaffected piety, and 
the many accomplishments of your son ; so that I 
was in no ways surprised at what you say concern- 
ing him. I do assure you, madam, that I would 
prefer an alliance with you before even nobility 
iteelf, and I think it must be my own fault if ever I 
rei)ent calling you mother. I was going to say that 
you had known but few pleasures in this life to be 
deprived of your husband so soon, and the rest of 
your life spent under so many infirmities. Bat 
your letter convinces me, that you have felt more 
real pleasure in the practice of virtue and resigna- 
tion to the Divine will, than ever can be had in any, 
nay, even the greatest temporal enjoyments. I 
have sent enclosed a few lines to your son, to which 
I refer you .for a more explicit answer, and am, 
Madam, your sincere well-wisher. 



7%« foung Lady*$ Annoer to her Lover, 
Sir, 

I received yours, together with one enclosed from 
jDOr mother, and cimgiatulate you on the happinesa 
you have had in being brought up under so pioua^ 
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■o indulgent a parent. I hope that her condact will 
be a pattern for you to copy after, in the whole of 
your future life ; it is virt le alone, sir, which can 
make you happy. With respect to myself, I freely 
acknowledge that I have not at present any reason 
t3 reject your alter, although I cannot give you a 
positive answer until I have first consulted with my 
gnardiani Monday next I set out for his seat am 
Long'^Island, from whence you may be sure of heax^ 
ing from me as soon as possible, and am. 

Your sincere well wisher. 



I 



Fnm the Same 
Sir, 

In my last I told you that you should hear from 
me as soon as possible, and, therefore, I now sit down 
to fulfil my promise. I communicated your proposal 
to Mr Melvill, who, after he had written to hit 
eorrespondent in New York, told me as follows : 

"Miss, I have inquired concerning the young 
gentleman, and the information I have received is 
•Dch, that I not only approve of your choice, but 
most also confess, that if I did not do every thing in 
my power to forward your union, I should be acting 
contrary to the request of your fother when he lay 
on his death-bed. You may, said he, communicate 
this to j-our lover as soon as yon please, and may 
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6Teiy hai^inetsattoodyou, both in time and in 
eternity !" 

And now mr, have I not told yon enough T tome 
might thiDk too much ; hat, I am deteimined to 
begin with as mach sincerity as I could wish to 
practise .if standing in the presence of my Maker. 
To expect the same from you is reasonable ; I look for 
it and shall be very unhappy if disappointed. But 
! will hope the best, and doubt not bat the religious 
education bestowed on you by your worthy mother, 
will operate in the whole of your future conduct 
in life. You may, therefore, lay aside the tedious 
formality of courtship, and write to me as one with 
whom you intend to spend your time in this world. 
Ever since my arrival here, my time has been 
•p«.ntin visiting, solus, the woods, the fields, and 
cottages, meditating on the unbounded goodness of 
the Almighty Creator. How infinite is his wisdom, 
how unbounded his liberality ! every thing in na- 
ture conspires to exalt his praise, and acknowledge 
with gratitude their dependence on him. But I 
will not tire you with such dull descriptions of rea^ 
beauties. Present my sincere respects to your wor- 
thy mother. I hope she gets the better of her bor- 
der, and be assured that I am, 

Yo irs and hers, with the greatest affection. 
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7%« Sfoung Genttemam^s Antwet. 
My Dear Angel, 

Is there any medium between plearara and ]Mdnf 
cm moaniing and mirth be reconciled ? will my 
dear charmer believe that, whilst I was readings 
her letter with the greatest pleasure, I was shedding 
tears for an affectionate porent? Thus DiviiM 
Frovidence thinks proper to mix some gall with our 
portion in life. It is impossible for me to describe 
the vaziety of pasmons now struggling in my breast : 
Ten thousand blessings to my charmer on the one 
hand, and as many tears to a beloved parent on the 
other. I conceived a notion of two impossibilities ; 
one of which I am obliged to struggle with, the 
ether, thanks to yon, is over. I thought I could vA 
live without my dear and honoured mother, nor en- 
ioy one moment's comfort, unless I could call yoo 
niine ! but I am now obliged to submit to the one, 
whilst I ha,\ e the pleasing prospect of being in poe- 
session of the other. Will my dear sympathize with 
me, or will she bear with human passions ? and 
although all my hope of temporal happiness it 
centered in you, yet, I doubt not, but you will ex- 
cuse my shedding a tear over the remains of a dear 
parent, whom I am now going to commit to the 
tomb. My dear creature, were it possible for me 
to describe the many Tirtues of that worthy woman 
who is now no more, you would draw a veil over 
the partiality of fikil duty. Her last words were 
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th«w : '* My dear child, I am now going to pay 
that debt imposed on the whole human nu:e, in 
consequence of onr first parents' disobedience. You 
know what instructions I have pven yon from time 
to time ; and let me beg of yuu to adhere ttthem 
ao far as they are consistent with the will of God, 
revealed in his word. May yon be happy in tha 
possession of that yoang lady on whom you have 
placed yoar affections , out may both you and she 
remember, that real happiness is not to be found in 
this world ; and you must consider your life in thia 
world, as raf!re!y a state of probation. To the Al> 
mighty God I recommend you — ** 

She was going on, when the thread of life was 
broken, and she ceased to be any more. Such wm 
thi last end of my dear mother, whose remains are 
to be interred this evening ; and as soon as I can 
settle everything with her executors, I will (as it 
were) fly to meet you. God grant that our happi- 
ness in this life may be conducive towards promoting 
our everlasting felicity hereafter. 

I am, as before, yours while life remains. 



7%< six follcwing are gemime, and fatted he- 
tmetn a Gemtlemim and a Lady wme time ago^ hut 
letre never htfore published. 

From the Gentleman. 
Madam, 

It was a question among the Stoics, whether the 
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who1« of bamatt life affarded moat ulauuie or paia t I 
for mj own part, I have t^wny wished to consider | 
thing* in the fairest light, but I often find ny 
resolution weakened ; and when I think So act the 
philosopher, I feel myself nothing bat a man* 
When my late wife died, about two years ago, I 
pKqxMed making the tour of England, that, by 
mixing with sttangers, my thoughts might b^ led 
from fruitless reflections on the loss I had sustained ; 
a loss which none but myself knows. It is true, it 
has been so far successful, that it has taught me 
two things '. first, resignation to the will of hearen ; 
and, secondly, that I am still uchappy in the want 
of a female partner. The agreeable company at the 
house of your worthy brother, obliged me to spend 
more time at York than I at first intended , nor did I 
know, until I had proceeded some miles, that I 
should be obliged once man to return. In shorti 
madam, I am a second time in love ; and although 
you may be disposed to laugh, yet I assure you 
that I am in real earnest ; yonr own dear self is 
the object. But perhaps you will ask, How hap- 
pens all this ? I answer, that I cannot toll how it 
happsBfk But I am really fond of domestic Ule, 
and am once more resolTed to alter my condition. 
I cannot flatter, and I think both you and I hava 
lired long enough to judge for ottrselres. There 
was something pleased me much in the prudent 
maanei yon conducted the affiurs of your biothei'k 
I O 
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hoofa ; but, as be is on the point tif beingmanriedy 
thst employment will cease when the other OTsnt 
takes place. I did not hear that yim was engaged 
by promise to any other ; and as yon have heard 
sometkiiig concerning my family, charanter* and 
circumstances, yoa are more able to judge whether 
my jnresent proposals are for your interest. In case 
yon have any objections to my having children, 
I can only say, that they will be easily answered* 
I have told you before, that I. have only two yonng 
daughters, now at a boarding-school, and I have 
settled each of tfieir marriage portions, and the 
remainder is entirely for myself ; and without being 
any real prejudice to my children, is more than 
snfiicient for us both; As to the common objection 
against being a step-mother, I think it may be easily 
answered, when I tell you, that my children will 
treat you with all manner of respect. I do not 
imagine yon can esteem me the worse for loving my 
children : I have too good an opinion of yon to think 
so; and as for the odious appellations usually 
thrown out against step-mothers, they can only be 
considered by a lady of your sensibility, as the effect 
of prejudice, operating npon vulgar minds, occasion- 
ed by the conduct of srme inhuman vnietches, who 
are a disgrace to society, and who would have acted 
in the same manner had they been placed in another 
station of life. Your own good sense will point out 
the propriety of what I say. From what I tattfis 
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written, you will be able to jadge, whether or not 
the proposals I have now made, aro apparently for 
yoar real advantagfe. All that I desire is, to live 
in amity and friendship with the woman on whom I 
have placed my affections, as long as I am in the 
world. Every thing in my power shall be exerted 
to make you as happy as possible, as I think, if I am 
•ot mistaken, every part of your conduct will en- 
title you to deserve it. I hope you will not defer 
•ending me an answer, as I shall wait for it with 
the utmost impatience. I am, madam. 

Yours sincerely and affectionately. 



The Lady^i Answer* 
Sir, 

I have just received your letter, and for my own 
part must say, that you have acted the philosopher 
extremely well. I thought that lovo'letters had not 
usually been extracted from Seneca or Epictetus ; 
but why do I wonder, when even a lady, now alive, 
tvent through the drudgery of learning the Greek 
1 inguage, in order to acquire the honour of being 
the translator of the latter. However, she has got 
far enough, and I have not any intention of following 
her, but shall consider my lover's philosophical 
letter. 

Whilst you remained at our house, I must ao- 
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kaowledgv that your oompany was agreeable ; and 
yonr aasidaity to pleaae arose from a conMiottsnese 
of yoar merit as a gentleman, althongh, at that time, 
neither my brother nor myself had the most distant 
thong^hts of ever hearing snch a proposal as ycrar 
letter contains. It is oar common practice to enter- 
tain strangers in the same manner we did yon^ which 
is consistent with old English hospitality, and some- 
thing like the conduct of the ancient patriarchs. 

The proposals which you have sent me are of too 
serious a nature to be treated lightly, they require 
to be considered with the greatest attention ; es- 
pecially as a wrong step of that sort not only de 
stroys all hopes of temporal happiness, bat what is 
infinitely worse, oflen endangers that which it 
eternal. I doubt not but you have seen many fatal 
instances of this melancholy truth, viz. That those 
I who were bound by the most solemn engagements 
to go hand in hand through affluence and poverty, 
have often prevented the one, and hastened those 
afflictions inseparably connected with the other. 
The consideration of those things presents us with a 
glaring proof of the corruption of .human nature in 
general, and particularly its most desirable state, 
pretended conjngal felicity. The causes from which 
unhappiness arises in families are various ; and 
although I never was a wife, yet I have seen many 
fatal instances of their pernicious effects. You 
fourself seem to be aware of this, in the objectioni 
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i^^ed in jam letter ; and although I hare convinc- . 
in; proofii that your circnmstances are consistont 
with yoar representation of them, yet the second 
objection is not so easily answered, nor, indeed, have 
yoa done it to my satisfaction. Your answers to the 
common objection made agfainst step>mothere, are 
altofi^ther rational ; they are what reason will at 
all times dictate, and prudence on every 3cca8ion 
reqaiiB ; bat you will excuse me if I tell you sin- 
ceiely, that even in the opinion of the thinking- part 
of the world, the life of a step-mother is far more 
disagreeable than you endeavour to persuade me. 
All eyes are upon her, and even hex virtues are 
often construed into faults. I acknowledge that it 
could never enter into the mind of a rational crea- 
ture (I mean one who is really so) that a woman 
•hottld tyrannize over two or three orphans, for no 
other reason save only that their mother was their 
father's former wife. This would prove her gailty 
of three of the most odious crimes capable of being 
committed in the conjugal state. First, inhumam'ty 
to the deceased mother; secondly, cruelty to the 
■urviving childmn ; and lastly, a total disrespect for 
the husband ; for what woman would esteem the 
man, or what regard could she think he would have 
for her children, if he did not treat, or cause to be 
treated with tenderness, those who were bom of a 
woman equally dear to him as herself ? But yuu 
know, sir, that we live in the world, and few, 1 m- 
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lieve^ would choose to have their liws Mndered 
nnhappv, if they conld possibly avoid it. Tour 
character, circumstances, and acoomplishments, 
might entitle yon to a much better wife than me t 
but I confess the above reasons weigh strongly in 
my mind against such a connection ; and unless 
they were answered more to my satisfaction than 
what you have already done, I should choose still 
to remain as I am. In the mean time, I shall be 
glad, at all times, to hear from you, and am, 

Your sincere well-wisher. 



3^ GentUtnanU Reply, 
Madam, 

I HATB always thought, that thereate none more 
ready to condemn the conduct of others, than those 
who are most guilty themselves, and of this your 
letter is a convincing proof. Do not be surprised, 
for I am really in earnest. Tou have accused me of 
actiug the philosopher, whilst yon seem much better 
acquainted with those. sages than myself. But 
pray, madam, is it any great &ult to write a love 
letter in a serious strain 1 or should 9very thing 
on that subject be only a jumble of incoherent 
nonsense 1 should the lover divest himself of the 
man, and, because he prefers a woman to the rest 
of the sex, must he act the part of a fool to obtain 
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h«r t I dun T«ntnre to ny, you will answer m 
the negative. Toar letter contains so many pro- 
dential reasons for refusing my offers, that I should 
be stupid indeed if I did not consider them as the 
result of a well-infonAed judgment. All the ob- 
jections I have against them is, that they appear 
too much grounded on popular censure. I beJteve 
you are well acquainted with the world, and yoa 
know that the best actions have been misrepresent 
ed, and the most amiable characters traduced. Nor 
has this been confined to any one single station in 
life ; it has diffused itself through them all : and 
although its baneful influence has often rendered 
innocence miserable, yet the prudent will despise 
it with that contempt it so justly merits. Virtue 
is its own rewai-d ; and happiness. 
Deaf to fully*8 call. 
Attends the music of the mind. 
Whilst a woman of your great good sense has tlie 
answer of a good conscience in approbation of her 
conduct, how insignificant must the envious cen* 
■on of malice appear, when coinpared with real 
peace of mind ! Indeed, I thizik you have earned your 
ob}ections against being a step-mother rather too 
far, and I think I shall not be guilty of blasphemy, 
when I call your refinement of sentiment /aZ«e deU- 
eaqf. However, as I said before, I am really in 
earnest ; and if I have not formed an enroneoaa 
judgment, you are the only peaon I hare yet con 
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v«ned with, since I became a widower, with whom 
I think I can live happy. And will yoa, madam, 
^ ao «miel as to remain obstinate in rejecting my 
mit ? 1 do not think it is consistent with your good 
nature ; and although I think it is beneath a gene- 
rous mind to purchase a wife, yet I shall be willing 
to make your settlement equal to your wishes, be- 
■ides a sufficiency for your children, if we should 
be blest with any. Your answer to this is impa- 
tiently expected by 

Your real admirer. 



FVom the Ladjf in Atuwer 
Sir, 

I PtRUSBO your letter, and begin to be afraid 
that I have wampered with you too long, to conceal 
the real sentiments of my mind from one so justly 
entitled to know them as you are. My objections, 
I assure you, sir, were not the effect of levity, but, 
arose from the most mature deliberation ; nor would 
I, on any account, impose on the man to whom I 
intended to give my hand, and consequently my 
^eart. This would have been a crime, attended 
with more aggravating circumstances than any 
which you have mentioned, and less entitled to an 
excuse. Hypocrisy is the same under whatever 
dkanwter i; appears ; and the person who is guilt. 
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of it in the smalleat inattet, will be equally to in tli* 
greatest. Your answer to my objectioae are al* 
together satisfactory, and I am now conrinced that 
I may be your wife, and at the same time, at leasl 
a nominal mother to your children, as well as my 
ovn, yet I may still be named by the above appel- 
lation. However, as your person, company and con* 
versation were agreeable, and your character stands 
unimpeached, 1 am almost inclined to try that life, 
to which I have been hitherto a stranger. It is, I 
assure you, with diffidence,, and if attended with 
any unfavourable circumstances, msy poasibly be 
more my fault than yours. We cannot foresee future 
events, and are, therefore, obliged to leave them to 
the direction of an unerring Providence. I shall, 
therefore, not detain you any lunger, but only infom 
you, that ray brother was married yesterday to Miss 
Bright ; may every happiness attend them both ia 
time and in eternity ! You will receive a letter en^ 
«;losed from him, and you may be assured that 1 have 
not now any objection against being connected with 
you for life. The time fix/ed for that period depends 
entirely on your own choice and appointment, and 
I think yoa cannot reasonably desire more. All 
that 1 expect, nay, all that I desire, is only to be 
treated consistently with the professions you have 
already made. If so, I think I eakmot fail of being 
as happy as is connstent vrith the state of affiurs in 
this world, and X do not look for noincles. As yov 
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will doubtlesB be mach harried before yon set out 
for liondon, one letter more will be sufficient until 
t see you ; in the ra«an time (as the Jews «ay) may 
yon rest content and happy. 

I ami Ac 



The Brother*8 Letter 
Sif, 

1 KNOW not of any gentleman who ever honoured 
me with his company, for whom I have a greater 
regard than yefuraelf ; and the agreeable hours we 
have spent together cannot be equalled unless they 
are repeated. When I read your first letter to my 
ststett I considered your proposal of marfiage as th« 
highest honour that possibly could be conferred an 
our family ; and yet without partiality, 1 llilnly 
believe that the woman to whom you have paid 
your addresses, has merit equal to any in the world. 
She returned from the boarding school about ten 
years ago, during which time she has superintended 
the affairs of my family, and conducted them with 
such prudence as is seldom met with in one of her 
years. Many offers have been made to her by fot- 
hunters in our neighbourhood, but their characters 
were so totally opposite to her sentiments, that she 
rejected them with the utmost disdain, although 
apparently beneficial My sister, air, has much moro 
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refined notions than to ptiy any more regard to afflu- 
ence than what would procare her an independent 
•ubeistenoe; and too great a regard to her con- 
■cienoe than to sacrifice her peace of inind to enjoj 
the greatest eanhly grandear. To use her own 
wordu, she considers riches as laying her under ad- 
ditional obligation to act for the good of her fellow- 
creatures as a faithful steward of that Almighty 
Being who has declared that he will exact a strict 
account from his creatures, in what manner they 
have used those gifts which his unbounded liberality 
has bestowed. Her leisure hours have been spent 
in reading, and when I have met with her in the 
gardeU) or in the fields, she has constantly in her 
hand, either Bfilton, Thompson, or Youngs but most 
firequently.her BMe. It may possibly occur to your 
thoughts, that what I have said in commendation 
of a beloved sister, arises from a fraternal affection ; 
but I do assure you, that I could not help repeating 
her many accomplishments, were yuu an utter 
, etranger, and even a married man. A person desti- 
Ate of virtue and sensibility might remain ignorant 
forever of my sister's merits { but by one of your 
Worth) I doubt not but they will be estimated ac- 
cording to their real value. Light and darkness 
eaunot dwell together ; nor can those of opposite 
tempers ever be happy ; but where there is an in- 
tellectual, as well as a corporeal union, nothing in 
thii life can interfere with the rational enjoyaMnts. 
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Bit I had almost forgot that I am writing to ona 
who is well acquainted with these things; nor 
ahould I have enlarged so much, had I not regarded 
jmar friendship and interest on the one hand, and 
my sister's happiness on the other. Yet, not to 
detain yon longer, my consent for a happy union 
it not only at your service, but, as I said before, I 
shall consider it as a very happy event ; but I hart 
not the least deubt of your ever repenting of your 
choice. I have heard that your secular affidn caU 
fer your attendance in New- York ; when thoea are . 
•ettled, I shall be glad to hear from you, and like- 
wise of my sister and you being happily joined ia 
marriage ; in the mean time she is at my houia, 
where you may freely correspond ; and am 

Your weU*wiiiher. 



J^VoNi th$ gnilmumy after kitaniuii in iVew-Ylnrft, 

to the lady in th« emmtry. 
My Dear, 

Fob so I mutt now call you : I arrived here laal 
night, and embrace this opportunity of writing. 

What a busy place is New York ! what a variety 
of strange faces, and a continual hurry of business ; 
the citizens acquiring fortunes by trade, whilst the 
'gentry are squandering away those estates left them 
by their ancestors ! but such has always been tlie 
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oondact of mankind in trading nations. One sows, 
another reape, whilst a third enjoys the fmit of their 
lab9ar. For my own part, I am noither fond ot 
gaiety nor solitude. In all things there is a medium, 
which oaght to be preferred to extremes. A, sad- 
den elevation toafflaence or grandeur, and a sadden 
fall from either, are equally dangerous ; the one 
too often plunge the person into all sorts of immo- 
rality, whilst the effect of the other is commonly 
despair. I would choose to spend three months 
every year in New- York, and the remainder in the 
country. This is my opinion ; it is a more rational 
schema than the present mode of continually hurry- 
ing from place to place, without ever relishing the 
pleasures of any. But I had almost forgot to whom 
I am wnting. As soon as I have settled my af- 
fairs here, which will take up about three weeks, I 
intend going to Windsor to visit my daughters at 
the boarding-school, and from thence hasten to your 
brother's, when I hope that union will take place 
that must terminate only with our lives. I have 
employed my attorney to draw up articles of a join- 
taie for you, and which 1 shall bring along with me, 
to be signed in the presence of jrour friends. I hope 
your brother and his spouse are well. I received 
his excellent letter, and heartily thank kim for the 
contents. 

I am, my dear, 
Toan sincerely and affeotiomately* 
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fVoM a lowr to kit mutreu^ UUely recovered fr§m 

nekmet*. 
My Dear, t 

This day's pout has just brought me the joyfL,t 
news of your happy recovery. The indispensable 
necessity I was nndei of attending my business at 
this place, hindered me from beholding on a sick 
bed, all that is dear to me in the world ; hat I need 
not pexsuade you to believe this, as I hope you have 
had suflkient proofs of my fidelity ; and what I hanre 
Buffered on account of yout illceas may be felt, but 
not expressed. When I took the letter into my 
hand, 1 trembled; and possibly should have been de- 
prived of courage to open it, had not the seal been 
red. To one oppressed with fear, the smallest mat- 
ter yields a glimpse of hope. I opened the letter, 
and yoa may easily imagine what wati my joy, when 
instead of reading an account of your death, it con- 
tained the delightful news of your recovery, written 
by your father. Ah ! thought I, my charmer is still 
weak, or she would bot have employed another 
hand. This led me to fear a relapse ; but I hope 
that Gody whose great mercj has preserved you 
hitherto, will perfect your recovery. You are con- 
stantly in my thoughts, and I pray for you every 
day. That I may once more be happy in seeing 
ypu, I have sent for my brother to manage my busi- 
ness during my absence. I expect him here in | 
about three days, when nothing but sickness shall } 
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prevent my coining. You will receive by the eoaek 
a email parcel containing eome of the newest pat- 
terns, both of silk and laces, together with some 
other things. Such trifles are scarce worth men- 
tioning ; bat I hope you wil! accept them as a tee- 
timony of my sincere love to her whom in a few 
months I hope to call my own. Present my duly 
to your honoured parents, and believe me to be, 
with the greatest sincerity, 

Your ever affectionate lovor. 



From a rich young gentleman^ to a beautiful ymmg 

lady vnth nojvdMOU. 
Miss Sophia, 

It is a general reflection against the manners of 
the present age, that marriage is only considered 
as one of those methods by whiqh avarce may be 
satisfied, and poverty increased ; that neither the 
character nor accomplishments of the woman are 
much regarded : her merit being estimated by the 
thousands of her fortune. I acknowledge thai the 
accusation is too true, and to that may be ascribed 
many unhappy matches we daily meet with ; for 
how is it possible that those should ever have the 
same affection for each other, who were forced to 
comply with terms to which they bad the utmost 
tpVersion, as if they had been allowed to consult 
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fheir own indination, and give their hands wl«r« 
th«7 hav« engaged their hearts !. For my own part, 
I have heen always determined to consult my inoli- 
nations where there is the least appearance of hap* 
piness ; and having an easy independency, am not 
anziovs about increasing it ; being well convinced, 
that in all states the middle one is best ; I mean, 
neither poverty nor riches ; which leads me to the 
discovery of a passion which I have long endea- 
voured to conceal. 

The opportunities which I have had of convert- 
ing with yon at Mrs. B's, have at last convinced 
me, that merit and riches are far from being con- 
nected, and that a woman may have those qualift- 
cations necessai^y^ to adorn her sex, although ad- 
verse fortune has denied her money. I am sure 
that all those virtues necessary to make me happy 
in the marriage state are centred in you ; and what- 
erer objection you have to my person, yet I hope 
there can be none to my character ; and if you will 
consent to be mine, it shall be my constant study 
to make your life agreeable, and under the endear- 
ing character of husband, endeavour to supply yonr 
early loss of th» best of parents. I shall expect 
your answer as soon as possible, for I wait for it 
with the utmost impatience. 

I am your afEectionate Jbver* 
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Sir, 

I BKCEiWD jour letter yesteiday, and gratitude 
for the generoas proposal which yon have made, 
obliges me to thank yoa heartily for the contents. 

As I have no objection to either jroar person or 
character, you will gire me leave to deal sincerely, 
and state those things which at present bear great 
weight with me, and perhaps mast erer remain un- 
answered, and hinder me from entering into that 
state against which I have not the least STenion. 

Yoa well Know (at least I imagine so) that the 
proposal yoa have made to me, is a secret both to 
yonr relations and friends ; and would you desire 
ne to rash precipitately into the marriage state, 
where I have the greatest reason to fear that I 
•honld be kxdied upon with contempt, by those 
whom nature had connected me with T I should 
consider mjrself obliged to promote the happiness 
of my hudband ; and how consistent would a step 
of that nature be with such a resolution 1 You 
know that I was left an orphan, and haditnotbden 
for the pious care of Mrs. B., must have been brought 
up in a state of servitude. You know that I have 
no fortune ; and were I to accept of your offer, it 
would lay me under such obligations as must destroy 
my liberty. Gratitude and love are two very dif- 
ferent things. The one supposes a beniefit received, 
whereas the other is -a free act of the will. Sup- 
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poM me raised to the joint potfoiiiion of your for- 
tune, could I call it mine unless I had brought yoa 
something- as an equivalent T or, have I not great 
reaann to fear that you yourself ma^ consider me 
aa under obligations inconsistent with the charac- 
ter of a Mrife T I acknowledge the great generosity 
of yoar offer, and would consider myself highly 
honoured, could I prevail with myself to prefer to 
peace of mind the enjoyneut of an affluent fqrtnne. 
But as I have been very sincere in my answer, so 
let me beg that yon will endeavour to eradicate a 
passion, which, if nourished longer, may prove fatal 
to as both. 

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, Ac, 



The gtmtlewimfi repiff. 
Dear, dear Sophia, 

Was it not cruel to start so many objections t or 
would you suppose me capable of so base an action, 
as to destroy your freedom and peace of mind t or 
do you think that I am capable of ever forgetting 
you, orlMing happy in the enjoyment of another 1 
For God's sake, do not mention gratitude any mote. 
Your many virtues entitle yon to much more than 
I am able to give ; but all that I have shall be 3rouTs. 
MTilh respect to my relations, I have none to con- 
sult besides my mother and my uncle, and their 
consent, and even approbation, are already obtained. | 
& ••• O 
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Ton have often heard my mother declaro, that the 
preferred my happiness.with a woman of virtue, to 
the poBseasion of the greateat fortune ; aud though 
I forgot to mention it, yet I had conunauicated my 
■entimenta to her before I had opened my mind to 
you. Let me beg that you will lay aside all un- 
necessary scruples, which only serre to make one 
unhappy who is already struggling under all the 
anxieties of real and genuine love. It is in your 
power/my dear, to make me happy, aud none elae 
can. I cunnot enjoy one moment's rest till [ haT« 
jour answer, and then the happy day shall be fixed. 
Let me beg that you will not start any more objao- 
tions, unless you are my real enemy : but your ten- 
der nature cannot suffer you to be cruel. Be mine, 
my dear, and I am yours for ever. My servant shall 
wait for the answer to your ever sincere lover, 
whose sole happiness is centred in you. 

I am, &C0, 



The answer. 
Sir, 

I FIND that when one of your sex fcnrms a resolu- 
tion, you are determined to go through, whatever 
be the event. Your answer to my first objection, 1 
must confess, is satisfactory. I wish I could say so 

of the others ; but I find that if I must comply, I 

ty , 
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ahftll he obliged to trust the remainder to yonrMlf. 

Perhapa this is always the case, and e?en the most 

cautious have been deceived. Howe vet, sir, I have 

coratnunicated the contents of joMt letter to Mrs. 

B., as you know she has been to me as a parent. 

She has nut any objection, and I am at last resolved 

to oomply. I must give myself up to you as a poof 

friendless orphan) and shall endeavour to act con* 

aistently with the rules laid down and enforced by 

on holy religion ; and if you should so far deviate 

from the paths of virtue as to upbraid me vrith poy 

erty, I have no friends to complain to but that Ood 

who is the Pather to the fatherless* But I have a 

better opinion of you than to entertain any such 

fears. I have left the time to your own appoiut- 

menti and let me beg that you will continue in thA 

practice of that virtuous education which you have 

leoeived. Virtue is its own reward, and I cannot 

be unhappy with the man who prefers the dutiee of 

religion to gaiety and dissipation. 

I am^ours sincerel/. 
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t^rom o fcung lady to a genttemanf ccmphinimg ^f 

indijferenee. 
Sir, 
HownrxR light 70a may make of promieei^ yet I 



T 



Its LimtS ON LOTS, 

ftm foolish enoQgh to consider them as something 
more than trifles ; and am likewise indaced to be* 
lieTe, that the man who yoluntariljr breaks a pro* 
mise, will not pay mnch regard to an oath ; and if* 
•o, in what light mttst I consider your conduct? 
Did I not give you my promise to be yours, and had 
yon no other reason for soliciting, than merely to 
gratify your Tanity ? a brutal gratification indeed^ 
to triumph over the Weakness of a woman, whose 
greatest fault was, that she loved you. I say loved 
you ; for It was in consequence of that plwsion I 
first consented to become yours. Has your conduct^ 
sir, been consistent with my submission^ or with 
your own solemn profession ? Is It consistent with 
the character of a gentleman, first to obtain a wo* 
man's consent, and afterward brag that he discard" 
ed her, and found one more agreeable to his wishes 1 
Do not equivocate ; I have too convincing proofs of 
your insincerity. I saw you yesterday walking with 
Miss Benson) and am informed that you have pro- 
posed marriage to her. Whatever you may think, 
air) I have a spirit of disdain, and even resentment, 
equal to your ingratitude, and can treat the wretch 
with a proper indifference, who can make so sligpht 
a matter of the most solemn promises. Miss Ben- 
eon may be your wife, bat she will receive into her 
arms a peijured hnsbMkd ; nor can ever the supers 
structure be l«stiag, which is built on aach a foun* 
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dation. I leave yon to the attngs of your own 
Mrienceb 

I »m the injund. 



7%B gaUhwim*§ aiuver. 
My Bear Angel, 

FoH by that name I nmit still call yon : hat orael* 
ty entered into your tender nature, or has aome 
I designing wretch impoeed on yonr credulity ? My 
dear^ I am not what yoa have represented ; I am 
neither false nor perjured. I never proposed mar- 
liage to Miss Benson — I never designed it ; and 
my sole reason for walking with her was, that I had 
been on a visit to her brother, who you know is my 
attorney. And was it any fault in me to take a walk 
into the fields along with him and his sister ? Surely 
prejudice itself cannot say so ; but I am afraid yoU 
have been' imposed on by some designing person, 
who had private views and private ends to answer 
Vy such baseness. But whatever may l^ave been 
the cause, I am entirely innocent ; and to convince 
you of my sincerity, beg that the day of marriage 
may be next week. My affections never so much 
as wander fr>m the dear object of my love ; in yon 
are centred all my hopes of felicity ; with you only 
can I be happy. Keep me not in misefy one mo- 
ment longer, by entertaining groundless jealodiii 
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Effainst one who loves yon in a manner saperior to 
the whole of your tex , and I can set at defiance 
even malice itself. J»et me be; your answer by my 
servant, which will either make me happy or mise- 
rable. I have sent a small parcel by the bearer, 
«»Kich I hope you will accept as a convincing proof 
Iff my integrity ; and am, 

Yours for ever. 



t 
O 



— -^ A* 



FAHT XV, 



LETTERS ON PRIBNDSUIP. 






LETTERS ON FRIENDSHIP. 



To a friend^ <m kit recovery ^^-tnn a danger ema tflneM. 

Dear Sir, 

Give me leave to ming^Ie my joy with that of all 
your friends and relations, in the recovery of your 
health, and to join with them to bless God for ooa- 
tinning to yonr numerous well-wishers the benefit 
of your aseful and valuable life. May Ood'Almiphty 
long preserve you in health, and prosper all your 
ludertakittgs, for the g<K)d of your worthy family, 
and the pleasure of aU your friends and acquain- 
tance, is the hearty prayer of, sir. 

Your faithful friend and humUe mmxl* 



I 



Cl 



Onihe 
Good Sir. 

1 BA vv received with great delight, the good newt 
of your recovery from the dangerous illness with 
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^hicli it pleased God to afflict you. I most heart J7 
cangratolaie you, and your good lady and family, 
upon it ; and make it my pnyer, that your late in- 
disposition may be sacoeeded by such a renewa of 
health and strength, both of body and mind, as mty 
make your life equally happy to yourself, as it must 
he to all who have the pleasure to know you. I 
oottld not aroid giring you the trouble, to testify the 
joy that affected my heart on the occasion ; and to 
assure you, that I am, with the greatest afbctioo 
and respect, sir, 

Tour faithful serraiU. 



An tmnur fe ikt prteeibtg. 
Dear Sir, 

I oiYB you many thanks for your kind congratula- 
tions. My return of health will be the greater pte** 
sure to me, if I can contfihute in any measure to 
tike happiness <rf my many good friends ; and, par- 
ticularly, to that of you and youre ; for I aasnra yOv, 
sir, that nobody can be mora than I am. 

Your obliged humUe serrant. 



JVmi mgeiitUmmt9kSifHmif npiutmg mfm 

Friday Efoniiv. 
My dsar Friend, 
Tov ha«« ftttqumitiy expnawd your n^noas to 
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OD all oonarions, and I nerer doubted the 
■iooerity of your professinnt. 

▲n unforeseen circumstance has placed me ia a 
situation of temporary embalrassment, and compels 
me to have recourse to some friend for assistance. 
I know no one mure worthy that honourable title 
than yourself, and, therefore, without further cere- 
mony, beg yon to favour me with the loan of a 
hundred and fifty dollars for a few days, say a fort- 
night. 

Should yon ever have .occasion to ask such ao- 
commodation, ynu will find me as ready to grant 
it. I will call on you to-morrow morning at ten. 

Do not, however, put yourself to the slightest iar 
convenience ; for if you have not the money by you, 
I will apply to my brother-in-law ; though I assure 
yon I prefer asking a &vour of a friend. 

Relations are curious on such occasions, and aa I 
am' not disposed to satisfy curioaityy I would avoid 
exciting it. Till then adieu. 

Yours, etc 



TktfrUmffs 

Saturday morning. 
Dear Sir, 

I AM sorry to hear that any circumstances should 
have placed you in so unpleasant a situation ; but 
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1S4 



LSTTIR8 ON FBISNDSBIP. 



at the sam« time I am glad to find an oi^ortQnitjr 
of convincing you that 1 am as ready to perform, ai 
I have been to promise. Enclosed you have the 
amount, and I beg yon will name your own time for 
payment. 

I shall be glad to see you to-morrow, to dinner if 
you can ; we dine at fo<*r. 

Yours trulr. 



TTu frieiuP* toumeff refuting, 

Monday morning. 
Dear Sir, 

I AM excessively sorry to hear that you ai% so 
unpleasantly sitaated, particularly as it is not in my 
power to offer you any assistance. I assure you, I 
would do it with the greatest pleasure, if it waa 
possible ; but our business has been very doU for 
some time past, and 1 have experienced several 
heavy losses. 

I think if you were to apply to Mr. B., he would 

oblige you : he has always spoken highly of you, 

' and I dar9 say can do you the favour without inoon- 

▼enience. I wish I eovld, but unfortunately I can* 

not. 

Tours, eta 
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InviUUitn. 

We«t Chester, May 16th, 1843. 
My deal Sir, 

Having heard that you and yoar amiable lady in- 
tend to hnuniir this part of the country with yonr 
presc^ice during the summer, I earnestly request 
that you will condescend to make my house your 
residence. 

I have a suite of apartments entirely at yonrser* 
▼ice, and shall feel happy in contributing to render 
your abode here agpreekbie. 

We use no ceremony, and have very few visitors; 
therefore, if you have no prior engagement, 1 shall 
expect yon. 

If you are fond of fishing you will find good sport, 
as we have some well-stocked ponds in the neigli* 
bourhood, and an excellent trout stream not far off. 

We have also a neat little theatre, and, general- 
ly, pretty good actors^ so that if you can forget the 
Park and Niblu's Garden, you may pass an hoigr or 
two agreeably enough. 

Such are the amusements we can offer yon ; I 
hope they may be sufficiently attractive to procors 
as the pleasure of your society. 

Give me a line to inform me when I may expect 
you. 

Present my respects to Mrs. S., and believe me, 

Yonrs s'.ncerely. 



IK 
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Antwtr, 

New-York, Jane Ut, 184S. 
Dear Si'Ti 

I PKL bii^rhly flattered by yooTTery polite atten* 
tion, and thank you sincerely for your kind inyita- 
tion, which I accept on one condition, Tiz: that 
whenever bneiness or pleasure may call you to our 
nei^hftoarhiiod, you will give me an opportunity of 
acknowledging the obligation, by accepting a part 
of my house. " 

You will not find us troublesome inmates, we 
keep regular hours, and, consequently, do not lika 
much company. 

I am passionately fond of angling, and anticipate 
much pleasure on the banks of your trout-Kream. 
My Vife's amusements are perhaps more rational ; 
she reads very much, and I flatter myself that Mrs. 
B. will find in her an agreeable companion. 

We intend leaving town on the 16th ; we shall 
sleep one night on the road, and hope to have (ha 
pleasure of seeing yon all well on Friday eveninjr, 
the 18th. 

Present our respects to Mr. and Mrs. J., and ow 
loivei to all your amiable family. 

Yours truly, 

J H^ 
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From a gentUmtm govng to Lmtdom, to ki$ friend. 

New-Toik, Jol/ 3d, 1843. 
Dear James, 

I HAVK waited leTeral weeks in expectsticm of 
seeing yon, bat yvn have not condescended to give 
me a friendly call for some time ; therefoie, I most 
write, as I hare not time to call on yon. I have 
long had a desire to visit England, and a favoarable 
o]f»ortanity has jast presented itself. I do not, how- 
ever, like to go alone, and as I have often heard 
yon express a wish to see John Boll at home, yon 
win perhaps do me the pleasure tu accompany me. 
I intend to stay in London about two months, and 
am furnished with letters of introduction to some 
distinguished families. If yon can arrange your 
business so as to set off on Monday week, I shall be 

I glad ; but if not, I will wait a few dajrs for you. 
Bave the goodness to let me know as soon as pos- 
•ible ; perhaps you will come and dine with me to- 
morrow, and talk the matter over ; we dine at five. 
Bring your Lake^ London Guide with you, as it will 
he necessary to consult it before we start. Fftre- 
welL 

Youn, eto., 

W.8. 



i-- 
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Baltimore, September 6th, 1843. 
Dear Bagenia, 

1 AM quite alarmed hj your long silence ; you 
premised me, on the day previous to your departure, 
*Jiat you would write frequently, and requested 
that I would do the same ; 1 have written twice 
without recf iving any answer ; I know yor too well 
to imagine you would neglect me, and, therefore, 
fear my letters have miscarried, or that you are 
ill. I beg you to answer ijnmediately, and let me 
know every particular. I think jrou had lietter in- 
quire at the poat oflSce if there are no letters for 
yon ; certainly you would have answered, if they 
had come to hand. 

I send this by a gentleman who promises to de- 
liver it into your hands ; he will stay a few weeks 
in your town, and on his return will, with pleasuref 
bring any letters or parcels yon may have )to send ; 
but do not make me wait till then for an answer. 
If you do, I shall be seriously angry. Adieu. 

Tonxs ever, 

Amelia Joins. 



Antmer. 
Washington, Ootobar 1st, 184S. 
My very dear Amelia, 
It iBiKB as if an evil ge^as hat for mM tiat 
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•xeited Lit inflntnoe over me. Then is not any- 
thing I desire more ardentlj than to preaerve and 
cnltivate yonr friendship, and I fear (by an appear- 
ance of neglect) I have nearly Inst it. Immediately 
on the receipt of your letter I inquired at the post- 
ofBce, and was informed that two letters fnim Bal- 
timore, addressed to me, had been delivered, daring 
the last month, at onr honse, with the commercial 
letters. I, of coarse, requested my father to make 
inquiries in the eonnting-honae, and after some 
search tliey were found in a drawer, among some 
looee papers. 

I assure you I was exceedingly glad to find them, 
aa 1 began to fear that my friend AmeUa had for^ 
gotten me. You will, of course, acquit me of neg* 
ligenoe, and I beg to assure you of my most cordial 
friendship. Excuse brevity in this, as I am so anx- 
ious to exculpate myself. 

I will send you a long letter by your friend, and 
I hope you will often favour me with your charmr 
ing epistles. Adieu, believe me eternally 

Yours, 

EvoiffiA. Win. 



htforwuHan <m going tp New-Tork. 

Now London, June 3d, 184S. 
Deal Sir, 
An opportunity of going to New-York has just 
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prvMnted itaelf to ma. As 70a bftfe bo«A tlHW» 
MT«ntl tiawB, and an, no doabt, acquainted with 
tha different modes of travelltiif and of living there, 
I will thank 70a for a little jidvice on thooe eubjects. 

I intend to be as economical as passible, but at 
the same time tn see all I can. I shall stay perhaps 
six weekp, or two months, and shoold like to know in 
what part uf the town it wroold be moat oonTonieift for 
nie to lodge. I hear that there are numy hotels in 
Broadway ; tell me what yoa think of them ; pei^ 
haps )rou could also give me an idea how mnch the 
journey would cost me, and whether I had better 
procure^gold before my departure. I should like 
also to take a few trilling presents fnr some fiiends 
to whom I am recommended ; tell me what you 
think would be most acceptable. I intend to set ' 
off in about a week, and wiU thank you for an an^ 
swer as soon as convenient. 

I am, yonrs, eto. 

P. S.— -If I can execute any eonuDimens for yoo* 
you have only to command ma* 



From a gemtleman ta Londmu 

- London* Septamber IChy IMS. 
Dear J., 

I WRiTJl to you fro*n this busy and uwigm i w , 
metnipohs, where evaiy thing i^ipaaia astraordi- 

h- ■ ■■ , 
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ti>- Bw. I uti'vod, after a rmrj pleanat .VQf- 
•g« of t%r«lv« dayB, and landed at the Cnntoia 
Honae, a ywry elegant bailding by the mer'a tida 
Hen I iraa ebligad to wait some UnUk to haTe mj 
paaaportandloggage examined ; after which I drova 
to » hotel, when I found rerjr comfortable lodyiagat 
fyf which, howerer, I paj rerf dear. 

I am much pleaaed with the cleanliness of the 
Engliah hovsea; erery want, real or imaginary, 
aaama to be antioipated ; but I And myself rather 
lonelj, not having jet foroied anyacqaaintance. I 
shall, howevei, call to-morrow un a gentleman to 
whom 1 have a letter, and shall ask him to recom- 
mand me to a family where I can board and lodge. 

I haTe this moment received, from the landlord 
of the hotel, an invitation to accompany him to Dra- 
r7*Lana Tlieatre ; so 1 iQuat conclude, and will give 
yon more particulars in my next. 

As I could not- send my letter by last night's post, 
I add a woid tor say I had a -famoas sqaeeise in ea- 
taring' the play-house. We w«nt into the pit, in 
order to be as near as possible to the stage, and I 
was maeh tarprised oa aeeiag almost as many la^ 
die* and gentlemen in that part of the house bat 
my friend tells me it is theenstqm i]| all the Eng- 
lidi theaties. 

The iutorior arrangement te somewhat diflbreat 
fiom our theatres. The gailenea are above the 
bozas : therft are generally two ; the price of the 

■ ( 
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apper onA in on« ahilliiigtandof th« other two ihil* 
iings. There are no plaoee in the Oroheetn ex* 
oept ftt the Italian opera. 

Upon the whole, I was pleaeed with the perform- 
anoe, though the continued ehifting of eoenee an- 
noyed me a little. The English are Tory *<«nacioaa 
of having an exact representation of every tpoC 
where the action is sappoeed to take place. 

I have an engagement for Windsor Cartle to- 
Bonow i I wish with aU my heart yon were hen 
to make one of the ^xtj. 

Yoon eTer. 



OaDwHuyr* ^ 

Charleston, Aagnst 0th, 1643 

My inery dear friend, 

I HATE this moment heard that yon are engaged 
in an affaw of ktmtmrf as it is generally called, but 
which, I think, "more honoured in the breach than 
the obeervanoe." I loee not a moment in address- 
ing you a few lines, in the hope of dissuading yon 
from an enterprise, the horrible oonsequences of 
which are inodculable. 

I know not which is the oiFending party, hot I 
know, that by meeting, with the ferocions attempt 

of saorific'ng your advexsaiy, to appease wooad- 

k 
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•d hoBOWi yoa violate the laws both of God aad 



If your enemy hae calumniated yoa, let yoar oon- 
doct, and not your awordf prove it ; believe me, the 
eelebnty that a man anquirea by vanqoishing in 
duels, deprives him of that which alone makes life 
happy : I mefin peace of mind- 

Suppose, on the other hind, that your adversary 
prevaiLs, and that you are stretched on the field a 
lifeleiis corpse ; ooiitempla e,if you can, your agon« 
ized widow and distressed orphans ; picture them 
to yourself iu that wretched state ; and then, if yon 
can place younelf iu a situation which may in a 
mumeut reducs them to it, I shall no more subscribe 
myself * * 

Your sinoere friend. 






ilMMNaietR^ the ilbtets of a son. 

New- York, June 4th, 1848. 
Madam, 

1 AM extremely sorry to be under the necessity of 
giving y<iu unpleasant and afflicting news concern* 
ing your son William. He took cold about a fort- 
night ago, and m apite of every attention, it has in- 
creased and brought on a violent fever, under which 
he M now suffering severely. He oas the best 
medical advice thit can be procured ; but 1 am sor* 
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Tj to My 1i« grows daily waim, «Bd t3M phyaieian 
bms this morning decls^d him to be in a dangcinoa 
state. Do not, my (l«>^r madam, be displeased thiat 
I did jpot inform you sooner. I hoped it would have 
pasMd, and that he woutd have recovered before 
yoG knew he had been ill. My hopes are, howsTer, 
disappointed, and I am compelled to send yoa tliv 
distressing intelligence. 

I beg to hssnre yoa that nothing has been ne- 
glected, and that he is treated as if he were my own 
son. ' He wishes very mnch to see yoa, and says 
he has something ao commnnicata. If yoa imn 
ooroe, we will accommisdate jiM. with a room, at 
long as yoa please to stay. 

•The doctor has this moment paid anotlier visity 
and Kuys he observes a favoaiable change since 
muruing. Had not my hopes been so often deceiv- 
ed, I would not send this, my anonety, however, 
prompts ms not to delay any longer. I earnestly 
hope that yoa may find him much better on yoar 
arriral. Believe me, madam, 

Yoars respectfally. 



ApoU^fm" not attending m partp, 

Taesday nonriBg. 
Dear Sir, 
Jvar as I was mi the point itf setting off yeitoidajr) 
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with the anticipation of pASsinsr one o( thoM Terj 
fegreeable evenings one is always sure to tpend ftfe 
your house, some acMjaaintances that I have Bot 
Men for seveial years, arrived from the oountrf : 
I, of course, could not leave them. 

You will, I hope, consider that circumstance a 
anfiioient apology fur my absence ; 1 will take th« 
fint oppontonity of giving jou a call. 

Yours truly. 



To a gnilemttHy pfoporing a shooting etcurrion. 
Chester, August !t4th, 1843. 
Dear Samuel, 

Thb glorious season approaches: wo to ptf- 
kridges and pheasants ! 1 am over head and ean 
in preparation, and my closet has all the appear- 
ance of an armory ; do come and participate in the 
■port. 

I promise jou good amusement for a month at 
least, and if you like to bfing a friendi he shall ba 
equally welcome. 1 have just received two d^b}a- 
faartelled fowling>pieces, percussion locks; of couxaa 
you are welcome to the use of one of them. 

Bring with you a good stock of powder and shot, 
as I intend to make great havoc among the feath 
•red race. Do not &il to bring your fitvourita dof . 
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7\> exetue a penon, 

New-York, October Ist, 1843. 

I taKX np mjr pen, dear Madam, in behalf of a 
person who has had the misfortaue to olFend yov, 
and who requests me to endearuar tc rtocure liim 
an interview. Be aasnres me that he.8hall be able ! 
to explain his condoot, and to conTince yoa that ht | 
is more to be pitied than blamed. i 

I assure you, my dear madam, I would be the j 
last person to advocate the cause of any one who { 
had intentionally offended you ; bat the knowledge 
I have of my friend Mr. D., convinces me that be ia 
incapable of it. If, therefore, you will condescend 
to allow him an opportunity of exculpating himselff 
1 shall feel particularly happy in communicetteg 
the pleasing intelligence to him. 

I am, dear madam, yours moat respectfully. 

\ 



^iwtscr. 
Sir, 

At your request, and in the hope of finding Mr. 
D. able to explain himself, jrou may say 1 shall be 
Uaengaged to-morrow at five. 



.■■•nMMMr^ 
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Tmadftj n«inuif . 
Thb old story, neTsr panetnsl, never keep ya«r 
word ! What do you think of younwlf ! and what 
do you tappoae others think of you t The ftrai 
qnettim I leave yon to answer ; the seeond might 
perhope embairaei yuo ; themfure, I will tell yo« 
what they think, w, at least, what they say. Last 
night, for instanoe, your fnend Miss 8. asked me 
when I had seen yon. 1 told her it was some time 
since, but that I expected you that evening. " And 
why," said she, ** do you expect him this evening I" 
** Because, Miss, he promised to c<mw.'* She 
laughed heartily at the word jweeiiM ; and asked 
ue how I could possibly be so silly as to cely on your 
prumises, which she compared to a: weathercock. 

If this have no eifect upon yon, yon are past re- 
demptimi.^ A mas may be callous to the railleries 
of his mitle acquaintance ; but to be insensible to 
the poignant satire of the ladies, is what I canaol 
conceive. I have made a promise that you will aa- 
9hi at an amateur concert on Friday at Mc. N's. 
Now, though you have so little regard for your own 
promises, I hope you will have mmnB couniferation 
for mine, and, for once in yonr Ufe, be puactual. I 

j shall be in your neighh9wkood to-monow mnmin g, 

j and wiL call on you. 

j Tours, etc. I 
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To m fmmgmmi, cm Huiiff ritimg* 

Smdsy, 6 o'clock, moniiag. 
Dear SoniniM, 

Twin i^ thfl oouM (tf tlM list week I called st 
yoar lodgings at o'clock in the moroiiig, and was 
tdd yoa were not etifting. What, in the name of 
health ! can induce a yonng man to lie in bed till 
that honr, at ihie beantifol aeaaon of the year T Toa 
will, peihape, aay jvn hare nothing Co do, bat I 
will not admit that at an ezenae. Erexy man who 
doea not abandon himaelf to aloth, can find aome- 
thing to do. HaTo yon no booka to improire jUnx 
mind f Are there no walka to offer yon wholeaome 
esterciae t Yon are not aware how condncive early 
riaing ia to health, and how Texy debilitating, both 
to mind and body, is a habit of lying late in bed. 
It ahortena life in two waya : fint, it nndexminM the 
health, -and oonseqaently hastens death ; and eer- 
talnly one cannot be said to be enjoying life, when 
one liea snoring in bed. Pluck up conrage, my boy, 
riia a few minntes earlier OTSiy morning ; believe ma 
yo« wiL soon beoooDe accnstomed to it, and wonder 
that yon cosld bava wasted so nmch of your lifa. 
Ton nmst not plead going to bed late ; that ia no 
•zeoae, it is woise than none; beeanae nothing re* 
qnirea yonr atting np late. I shall call and paA 
yaa out of bad to-mnrow at atx o'dooik. 






LSTTiBt OR nturMMir. 



140 



TV /bOowtM^ letter mtfriendeMp tNU wHttm Ay m 
geutlamem lately ieeemttd^ pmdfoimd emamgtt hit 



Mj dew Frieadt 

It wu tt ttnuigv notmi of Puelwl, that bo would 
never admit any maa to share of his frieaddiip. 
Had that great naa been a miaanthrope, or an ene- 
my to hie feUow-cxeatares, I should not hate been 
mveh earpriaed ; but as his love to mankind extend- 
ed as ftr as either his knowledge or inflnenoe, it is. 
neoessary to consider his reasons frr a oondnet ap- 
parently so strange. Pasohal had such elevated no> 
tions of the Deity on the one hand, and so low an 
opinion of human nature on tl.e other* that he 
thought, if he ]daoed his affection on any created 
being, it would be a sort of insult to the Creator, 
and a robbing him of that worship which was dne 
to him alone. But whatever were the notions of 
that great man, yet there is such a thing as real 
friendship, and there is also a necessity for it. It 
is true, indeed, that God is our only friend, and 
that on him our afieetioas ought principally to be 
fixed. But those who are acquainted with human 
nature, well know that we are such a composition 
of flesh and spirit, that however we may wish to 
keep up an intoroonrse with the Deity, yet our in- 
clinations are such, that we are more desirous of 
being conversant with those of our own spedea, to 
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Friendahip is m old m the fiist fopnatwa of w>- 
ciety, and there is •<<«ice one anoient writer now 
extant, who has not aaito something in fnim of it. 
Of this we have a fine ezam]»Le in the storjr of Da- 
vid and Jonathan, as nc^ed in the seoond book 
of Samael. In the same saoed ondea we are told 
that is re is stronget t|ian death, and even the graat 
Bedeener of the world had a beloved disciple. 

The pious and ingenious Dr. Watts has finelj 
deaoiibed fEiend«hip m oni» of his poems, whieh I 
dottlit not but jou have read : 



Friendship, ithoOr channar of the nind» 

Thon sweet deluding ill ; 
The brightest moments martals find, 

And sharpest pains we feeL 
Fate has divided all our shares 

Of pleasure and of pain ; 
In love, the firiendship and the cans 

An mixed and joined .a^ain. 

The same ingenious author in another plaoe 
says, 

lis dangerous to let .oose our love, 
Benaith the eternal Fair. 



B«t whatever the #ise or leaned maj say, yei 
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^»« know that naa is a social being, mod ooqm- 
quentljT has a capacity, and even a desire for friend- 
■hip. Friendship is in its own natare ao necessary, 
that I know not how a social being can exist with- 
out it. An we by any pravidenttal ocoarrenre 
xmised from poverty to afflnenoe T to whom can we 
commonicate the delightful news but our friend ? 
On the other hand, are we redoced from the high- 
eat pinnacle of grandeur to the meet abject state of 
poverty f to whom can we look frr consolation but 
God and oar friend t Indeed there is not one state 
or condition in life where friendship is not necessa- 
ry. What wretched nuntab would men be, were 
they not endowed with so noble a principle ! 

Friendship is of every delicate nature, and either 
the happiness or misery of both parties may, in some 
eense, be said to depend on it. Friendship is some- 
what like marriage, it is made for Kfe, or as Cesar 
said, '*^The die is cast." Mrs. Rows, in one of her 
letters to the Countess of Hertford, says, ** When 
I contract a friendship, it is for eternity ;" her no- 
tions were already elevated, and the chii^f business 
of her Ufe seems to have been promoting the inter- 
est of her fellow-creatures. Friendship obliges the 
parries engaged to lay open their minds to eaish 
other ; there must not be any concealment. There 
is not an endearing attribute of the Deity, not an 
amiable quality in man, but what is.indttded in the 
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word friendship. Benevolenoe, mercj, compaanon, 
Ac. are only parti of it. 

From all this we may leant, that great care oag^ht 
to be had in the choice of friends ; and should they 
unhappily betray the sacred trust reposed in them, 
yet we ought not to pursue them with unrelenting 
fury. 

In the course of my experience I remember two 
instances of the breach of friendship, which were 
attended with very different effects. Two gentle- 
men contracted a friendship fur each other, which 
Jasted some years ; at last ooe of them unhapfMly 
rsTealed a secret to his wile, who told it to the wife 
of the other, in consequence of which an nnhappy * 
division took place in the family of the latter. The 
injured person upbraided his fnend with infidelity, 
told him of the fatal effects occasioned by this im- 
prudence ; but (says he) although I cannot be yoor 
friend any longer, yet I will nerer be your enemy. 
My heart will pity you, whilst my hand shall be 
open to relieye your necessities. Such a declara- 
tion was consistent with the prudence of a man, and 
the piety of a Christian : but that of the other was 
of a nature totally opposite, and, in my opinion, 
truly diabolical. A difference of a similar nature 
happened, attended with the like circumstances ; 
but the injured person, instead of sympathizing with 
the weakness of his fnend, pursued him with unre- 
lenting cruelty, nor ever ceased until he had ao- 



I 



\ 



LrrrsBs oh fsiihdship. 193 



I 



•ompliahed hit ruin, and eTen triumphed over it. 
Ton may make what comments yon please ; I can ( 
only assure yon that both are faets.^*E{ow differ- 
ent, my friend, has our conduct to each other been ! 
daring these thirty years no breach has ever hap- 
pened ; and it seems as new this day as at the be- 
ginningp As this is probably the last letter yon 
will eyer see in my hand-writing, accept of my sin- 
cere thanks for the many benefits I have received 
from your faithful admonitions, and your benevo- 
lent consolations, and when we meet in the re- 
gions of bliss, oar happiness will Aen remain nnin- 
tempted. 

I am yonrs sinoerely 
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Firm a Zody to herfriendf vhose lover had basely Uft 

her and married another. 
My dear Friend, 

OoB expectation of haiipiness is generally so ill 
placed, that it is no wonder we meet with perpetual 
disappointments. When oar choice arises finum 
passion, we have so very blind a guide as will in- 
evitably lead us to destruction ; for though love 
appears then gentlest, yet our affections are so much 
the right of our Almighty CreatA', that as often as 
we fix them immoderately upon any of the fading 
objects here below we are certainly guilty of ear 
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crQefB to the dmne goodnamf which ikalt is 
BKHily ponished by the veiy thiaf we dote on. 
I Thia, 1 doabt not, has been Ttrar eaae, and not yonjs 
alone, for eoon or late few escape thi^ mischief, 
especially amongst oar weaker sex, whose tender 
nature leaTes them most expueed to rain ; and 
though they see others shipwrecked before their 
eyes, will yet Tenture oat to sea on the same bot- 
tom, insensible of danger till they perish, and often 
fiftll onpitied; 

Men hare a thoosand advantages over ns, hat in 
the a&irs of coortahip, they add canning to all 
their other accomplishments, and are as xealous to 
deceiTe, as if their lires would be made happy by 
the cheat. However, they will find it a sad mis* 
take, at least if perjury is to be accounted for ; al- 
though your false traitor, like many others, may 
look on that time as at a great distance. Bat I 
snppose he thinks himself excased as being more 
knave than fool, which title indeed is so highly due 
to him, that I believe none will 40 him such mani- 
fest wrong as todtspote it ; and I am sore the black- 
er he appears, the greater reason you have to bless 
that Providence which permitted him to break the 
contract ; for, without doubt, he that proved so ill 
a lover to the best of mistresses, would have made 
an intolerable husband to the best of wives ; and 
ttl uBsge would have coat yon miwe than hii infi- 
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^•1%. I mm MiMiUe a beut to genaroui and eoik- 
■teat u TOQn, eamiot easily ef&oe the deep im- 
prenioii he bat made in it ; that mast be the woik 
of time, with God's assistance, which I hope will 
never iuljotf. I dnassareyoa, I am deeply touched 
with OTOTy thing that ctmoerns yon, nor is it with- 
out great xegret that I enhmit to my nnhi^ipy eir- 
camstances detaining me from being the companion 
of yoar melancholy hours, which I should endea* 
▼our with all my power to divert. 

Tou say it is a daily aggranttion to your trouble, 
to think you suffered yourself to be so easily im- 
posed on ; but that, as I told you before, is our com- 
mon fate, although all impostors are not equally 
industrious to be wicked ; and you ought not to con* 
.demn your own judgment for want of sagacity to 
disooyer a cheat, as it would be to arraign the con- 
duct of almost all the human race. 

Pardon me, dear madam, for troubling you so far. 
Indeed, I might have told you at first what I must 
mentiim now, and what you know already, that He 
only can give us comfort, whom we seldom regard 
but when we are driven to it by necessity. Solo- 
mon, who had tried all the alluring charms of love 
and beauty, whose quality and riches gave him att 
opportunity to gratify every inclination, without 
any bounds to his wishes, could call them all '* van- 
ity and vexation of spirit.'* It is no wonder, tnen^ 
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if every one of us disr^yer the eeme truth to oar 
own cost. Let ns, therefore, reeolve, u much u ^ve 
can, to submit our wills to the will of our heavenly 
Father, who sees all our actions, and has so decreed, 
that our way to everlasting happiness should ) e 
th|ough the wilderness of affliction. 

1 am, dear madam, your ainoere firiend. 
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To m jftnmg loJy on tht «ainuements tf the ftmtM 

nx, 
Uj dear Girl, 

Evert period of life, my worthy girl, has amine- 
nents which are natural and proper to it. You 
may indulge the variety of yonr taate in these, 
while yon keep within the bounds of that propriety 
which is suitable to your sex. 

Sov e amusements are conducive to hetilth, aa 
various kinds of exercise ; some are connected with 
qualities really useful, as different kinds of women's 
work, and all the d jmestic concerns of a family ; 
some are elegant acctimpl/shments, as dress, danc- 
ing, music, and drawing. Such books as improve 
yonr understanding, enlarge your knowledge, and 
•ultivate your taste, may be considered in a higher 
point of view than mere amusements. There 
a variety of others, which ars neither Meful 
mmamental, sooh as play of diffsrent khk^i 
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I would particularly recommend to you tliose ez*, 
excises that oblige you to be much abroad in th« 
open air, such as walking and tiding on horseback* 
These will give vigotir to yoar constitution and a 
bloom to 3'oiir complexion. If you accustom your» 
•elf to go abroad always in carriages, you will soon 
become so efliervated, as to be unable to go oat of 
doors without them. They ate like most afti^lea 
of luxury, useful and agreeable when judiciously 
tued ; but, when habitual, they become both insipid 
and pernicious. 

An attention to your health is a doty you owe to 
yourself and your friends. Bad healthiseldom faili 
to hav^ an influence on the spirits and temper. The 
finest geniuses, the most delicate minds, have very 
frequently a correspondent delicacy of bodily, con^ 
stitution, which they are too apt to neglect. Their 
luxury lies in reading and late hours, equally ene* 
mies to health and beauty. But though good heijth 
be one of the greatest blessings of life, nevei* make 
a boast of it, but enjoy it in grateful silence. We 
■o naturally associate the id^a of femiJe eoftnen 
and delicacy with a correspondent delicacy of con- 
stitution, that, when a woman speaks of her great 
•trenc^h, her extraordinary appetitOt her ability to 
bear excessive fatigue, we recoil at the despriptioii 
in a way she is little aware of. 

The intention of your being taught needle-woikf 
knitting, and such like, is not on account of the in* 
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Criaaio v«lae of 41I you can do with jtmr huidS, 
which is trifling ; bat to enable 70a to judge more 
jpeTfectly of that kind of work, aad to direct the ex- 
ecution of it in others. Another principal end is to 
enable yon to fill up in a tolerably agreeable way 
some of the maay solitary hours yon mjast neoea- 
sarily pass at home. It is a great article in the 
happiness of life, to have your pleasures as inde- 
pendent of others as possible . By continually gad- 
ding abroad in search of amusement, you lose the 
respect of all your acquaintances, whom you oppress 
with thuce visits, which by a more discreet manage- 
ment might have be«n courted. 

The dontts^ie eooncib / of a fairiily is entirely • 
woman's province, and furaishes a variety of sub- 
jects for the exertion both of good SMise and good 
taste. If you ever come to have the charge of a 
fiunily, it ought to engage much of your time and 
attention; nor can you be excused from this by any 
extent of fortune, though, with a narrow one, the 
ruin that ytttends the neglect of it may be more ioK 
nediafe. 

I am at the greatest loss what to advise you in 
regard to books. There is no impropriety fn read- 
ing history, or cultivating any art or science te 
which genius or accident leads you. The whole 
volume of nature lies open t^ your eye, and fur* 
nishes an infinite variety of entertainment. If I 
were sure that nature had given yon each stroBf 
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principles •( taste and sentiments as woold nnain 
with you, and influence your future conduct, with 
the utmost pleasure would I endeavour to direct 
your reading in such a way as might form that taste 
•io the utmost perfection of truth and elegance. 
But when I reflect how easy it is to warm a g\xl*» 
ULaginatioUy and how difficult, deeply and permar 
nently to affect her heart ;ihow readily she retires 
into every refinement of sentiment, and how easily 
•he can sacnfioe them to vanity or convenience ; I 
think I may very probably do yon i^n injury by arti- 
ficially creating a taste, which, if nature never gave 
it to you, would only embarrass your future con- 
duct. I do not'Want to make you any thing; I want 
to know what nature has made yon, and to perfect 
you upon her plan. I do not wish yon tb have sen- 
timents that might perplex you ; I wish you to have 
sentiments that might steadily and uniformly guide 
you, and such as your heart so thoroughly approves 
that you would not forego them for any consideni- 
tkm this world could offer. 

Dress is an important article in female life ; tbs 
love of dress is natural to your sex, and, tbereforsy 
it is proper and reasonable. Good sense will rega- 
Ute ynur expense in it, and good tssta will direct 
yutt to dress in such a way as to conceal any blem- 
ish, and set off their beauties to the greatest advan- 
tage. But much delicacy and judgment are reqoir* 
s4 in the application of this rule. A fine 
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■hows her cbannt to most adTmntaipe, when ahia 
■ee ma most to conceal the m. The finest bosom in n^ 
tore is not so fine as what imagination forma. Th* 
most perfect eleg&noe of dress appears always the 
most easy, and the least studied 

Do not confine your attention to dress, to your 
public appearance. Accnstum yourself to an habi- 
taal neatness, so that in the most careless undress, 
in your most ungaarJed hours, you may have no 
reason to be ashamed of your appearance. You 
will not easily believe how much we consider your 
dress as expressive of your character. Vanity, 
liberty, slovenliness, folly, appear through it. An 
elegant simplicity is an equal proof of taste and 
delicacy. In dancing, the principal parts you are to 

(attend fo, are ease and grace. 1 would have you 
dance with spirit, but never allow yourself to be ao 
J Ikr transported with mirth, as to forget tKe delicacy 
of your sex. Many a girl, dancmg in the gaiety 
■ad innocence of her heart, is tOMght to discover 
a spirit she little dreams of. 

I know of no entertaiignent, that gives such ft 

pleasure to a.person of sentiment and humour as th« 

^ theatre. But I am sorry to say, there are few Eng» 

(lish comedies « lady can see, without a shock to 
delicacy. You cannot readily suspect the com- 
I ments gentlemen make on yovr behaviour on auch 
) occasions. Men are often best acquainted with the 
mfBst worthless of your sex, and from them too readi^ 
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ly form their jadgment of the rest. A virtaoat girl 
often hears very.indelicate things with a counte- 
nance no ways embarrassed, because, iu truth, she 
does not understand them. Yet this is most on- 
generously asciibed to that command of features, 
and that ready presence of mind, which yon are 
thought to possess in a degree far beyond us ; <xr, 
by still more malignant observance, it is ascribed to 
hardened effirontery. 

Sometimes a girl laughs with all the simplicity 
of unsuspected innocence, for no other reason, but 
being infected with other people's laughing ; she 
is then believed to know more than she should do. 
If she does happen to understand an improper thing, 
she suffers ik very complicated distress ; she feels 
her modesty hart in the most sensible manner, and, 
at the sante time, is ashamed of appearing conscious 
of the injury. The only way to avoid these incoa- 
reniences is nev^to go to a play that is jNtrticularly 
offensive to delicacy. Tragedy subjects you to no 
such distress. Its sorrows will soften and enuoblfl 
jour heart. 

I need say litlle about gaming, as I flatter myself 
you have no relish for it. It is a ruinous and incu- 
rable vice ; and, as it leads to all tlie selfish and 
turbulent passions, is peculiarly odious in your sex. 
I have no objection to your playing a little at any 
kind of game, as a variety in your amusements, 
provided, that what you can possibly lose is such a 
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trifle, ms can neither interest nor hurt you. In thif, 
M well as in all important points of oondact, show, 
a determined resolution and steadiness. This is not, 
in the least, inconsistent with the softness and gen- 
tleness so amiable in your sex. On the coDtrary, it 
gives that spirit to a mild and sweet disposition, 
without which it is apt to degenerate into insipidi 
ty. To conclude, it makes you respectable in your 
own eyes and dignifies you in outft. 

I am, Ae 



To a young gentleman on his entering into the world, 

with directions how to conduct himself* 
My dear Friend, 

YouB apprenticeship is near out, and you are soon 
to set up for yourself ; that approaching momextf 
is a critical one for you, and an anxious one for me. 
A tradesman, who would succeed in his way, must 
begin by establishing a character of integrity and 
good manners. Without the former, nobody will go 
to his shop at all ; without the latter, nobody will 
go there twice. This rule does not exclude the 
fair arts of trade. He may sell his goods at the 
best price he can, within certain bounds. He may 
avail himself of the humour, the whims, and the fan* 
tastical tastes of his customers ; but what he war- 
rants to be good must be really so ; what, ht- seri- 
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ofiialy isserts must be true ; or bif first fraadalent 
practices will soon end in a banki rptcy. It is the 
same in hig^her life, and in the gre ' t business of the 
world ! A man who does not soli Jly 'istablish, and 
really desenre, a character of truth, probity, good 
manners, and good morals, at his f^rst setting out in 
the world, may impose, and shine like a meteor for 
a very short time, but will very r.oou n.nish, and be 
extinguished with contempt. People enrly pardon 
in young men the common ineg^\lrri.i'.« of the 
senses, but they do not forgive t^e lev.'r.« of the 
heart. The heart never growe bectvr >r age r I 
fear worse, always harder. A "/ourg i'lr «vill be 
an old une ; and a young knave r ill ccJ/.be a gnat- 
er knave as he grows older. Out should a bad 
^oung heart, accompanied witb / good head, (which 
by the way is very seldom the :a8e,) really reform 
in a more advanced age, ffbre i consciousness of its 
folly as well as of its guilt, ar -i^ a conversion would 
only be thought prudential * rl political, but never 
■inceriw I hope in (}od, ani* ( verily believe, that 
yon want no moral virtne. four character in the 
world must be built upon tliat solid foundation, or 
it will soon fall, and upon yoar own head. Yoa 
cannot, therefore, be too careful, too nice, too scra- 
palons, in establishing this character at first ; upon 
which jfour whole depends. Let no conversation^ 
no example, no fashion, no silly desire of seeming 
tu be above what most knaves and many fools ndl 
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finjiidices, ever tempt yon to ftTow, ezcuee, exten- 
uate, or tsayh at, the least breach of morality ; bat 
skc;? upon all oeeasions, aad take all oocaaions to 
allow a deteatatioa and abhorreaca of it. There, 
though young, you ought to be etrict ; and there 
■only, while yonng, it becomes you to be strict and 
•erere. But there loo spare the persons while 
j yon lash the crimes. Allthisrelates, asyouiuay ea- 
I ally judge, to the 71008 of the heart ; such as lying, 
fraud, envy, malice, detraction, Ar„ and I do not 
extend it to the little frailties of youth, flowing from 
high spirits and warm blood. It would ill become 
you, at yoor age, to declaim against then, and sen- 
tentiously censnre a gallantry, an accidental excess 
of the table, a froHc, an inadvertency. No, keep as 
free from them yourself as you can, but say noth- 
ing against them in others. They certairuly mend 
by time, often by reason \^fnd a man's worldly char- 
acter is not affected by them, provided it be pun 
in all other respects. 

To come now to« point of much less, yet of veiy 
great eonsequenoe, at your first setting out. * Be j 
upon yuar guard against vanity, the common failing | 
of inaxperienced youth ; but particularly against .' 
that kind of vanity that dulM a man a coxcomb. It ; 
is not to be imagined by how many ways vanity de- 
feats its own purposes. 

One man decides peremptorily upon every s»ti- 
jwt, betrays his ignorance upon many, and shows 
— -C 
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a diagnstingr presamption upon the 
desires to appear soooeHfolamoiigtlMWQBMii. He 
hints at the eneoorageraent be has received fnm 
those of the most distivi^ished rank and beantf , 
and intimates a<particalar connekiasi with some one ; 
if it is trve, it is ungeneroos ; if false, it is infft- 
nons. But, in either casot he destroys the reputa- 
tion he wants to get. Some flatter their vanity by 
little eztraneons objects, whieh have not the least 
relation to themseWes, sneh as being deeeended 
Iran, related to, or acquainted with, peojrfe of di»> 
tingnished merit and eminent characters. They 
talk perpetually of their grandfather such a one, 
their uncle such a one, and their intimate friend, 
Mr. such a one, whom poesibly they are hardiy ac- 
quainted with. Bat admitting it all to be as they 
<woald hare it, what then t Have they the more 
merit for those aecidente h Certainly not. On the 
contrary, their teking them up adventitiously proves 
their want of intrinsic merit ; a rich man never bor> 
TOWS. Take this rule for granted, as a never-fatl- 
ing Aie, that you m^st never seem to affect the 
character in whidi yon have a mind to shine. Mo- 
desty is the only sure bait, when yon angle for ' 
praise. The affectotiou of eovrage will make even 
a brave man pass only for a bully ; as the affecta- 
tion of wit will make a man pass for a coxcomb. 
By this modesty I do not mean timidity or awkward 
bashfulness. On the contrary, be inwardly firm 
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Old itoady, know yoar own valne, whatoT»r it may 
Iw, and aot upon that principle ; bnt take great cv« 
to let nobody dtacorer that yoa do not know yoor 
own value. Whatever real merit yon have, other 
people will diacover ; and people always magni^ 
tiMir own diaooveries, as they leasen those of others. 
For God's sake, revolve all these things seriously ! 
in your thoughts before yon launch ^out alone in- 
to the world. Recollect the ofaeervations which 
you have yourself made upon mankindi compare 
and connect them wi(h my instructions, and then 
act systematically and consequentially from them. 
Lay your little plan now, which you will hereafter 
extend and improve by 3rottr own observations, and 
by the advice of those who never mean to mislead 
you. lam 

Vonr faithful and alFectioiuite friend. 



To a ymmg gentUmmn omihtmi cfpleasuig. 
My dear Friend, 

AiBt address, manners, and graces, are of such 
infinite advantage to whoever has them, and so pe* 
culiarly and essentially necessary for you, that now, 
as the time of our meeting diaws near, I tremble 
for fear I should not find you possessed of them ; 
and, to tell you the truth, I doubt you are not yet 
sulBciently convinced of their importance. Am I 
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open inyMlff without the Iwut reserre, trhttnersr 
I think that my doing to can be of any use to yoa, I 
will give you a short account of myself. When I 
first came out into the world, which was of the mgm 
that you are of now, so that (by the way) you haTe 
got the start of me in that important article by two 
or three years at least ; lU nineteen I left the Uni- 
▼ersity of Cambridge, where I was an absolute pe- 
dant. When I talked my best, I quoted Horace ; 
when I aimed at being facetious, I quoted Marshal ; 
and, when 1 had a mind to be a fine gentleman, I 
talked Orid. 1 was conviiiced that none but the 
ancients had common sense ; that the classics ooa* 
tained every thing that was either necessary, Use- 
fnl, or ornamental to men. With these excellent 
notions I went first to the Hague, where, by the 
help of several letters of recommendation, I was 
soon introduced into all the best company; and 
where I very soon discovered, that I was totally 
mistaken in almost every one notion I had entei^ 
tained. Fortunately I had a strong desire to please, 
(the mixed result of good nature, and a vanity fay 
no means blamable) and vras sensible that I had 
nothing but the desire. I, therefore, resolved, if 
possible, to acquire the means too. I studied mi- 
nutely the dress, the air, the manner, the address 
and the turn of conversation of all those whom 1 
found to be the people in fashi<m, and most gene- 
rally allowed to please. I imitated them as well •■ 
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I covld. If T hemrd that on* was reckoned remaik- 
ably g^enteel, I carefallj watched bis dress, mo- 
tions, and attitudes, and formed my own up6n them. 
When I heard of another whose conveniation was 
agreeable and engaging, I listened and attended to 
the t im of it. I addressed myself to all the most 
fashimable fine ladies; confessed, and laughed 
with them at my 'own awkwardness, and recom- 
mending myself as an object for them to try their 
skill in forming. By these means and with a pas- 
sionate desire of pleasing OTery body, I came by 
degrees to please some ; and I can assure you, that 
what little figure I have made in the wwld, has 
been much more owing to that passionate desire I 
had of pleasing .universally, than to any 'intrinsio 
merit or soi^nd knowledge I might ever have becB 
master of. My passion for pleasing was so stMBg, j 
(and I am glad it was so,) that I own to you I wish- { 
ed to make every woman 1 saw in love with me, 
and every man I met with admire me. Without 
this passion for the object, I should never have beeu 
so attentive to the means ; and I own I cannot con- 
ceive how it is possible for any man of good nature 
or good sense to be without this passion. Does not 
good nature incline us to please all those we eon- 
verse with, of whatever rank or station they may 
be ? And does not good sense and common obaer 
vation show of what infinite use it is to please 1 
Moreover, at your age, I would.not hare contented 
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mjmlU with Iwraly pleaang ; I wanted to thins 
aiid to distinguish myself in the wurld as a man ol 
&shion as well as of business. And that ambition 
or Tanitj, call it what you will, was a right one ; 
it hurt nobody, and made me ez»rt whaterer talents 
I had. It IS the spring of a thousand right and good 
things. 

Whaterer is worth doing si all, is worth doing 
well, and nothing can be done well without atten- 
tion. Custom hss made dancing sometimes neces- 
sary for a young msn ; therefore mind it while jron 
leant it, that yon may learn to do it well,, and not 
be ridiculous, though in a ridiculous act. Dress is 
of the same nature. Ton must dress ; therefore at- 
tend to it ; not in order to avoid singularity, and 
consequently ridicule. Take great care always to 
be dnssed like the reaA>nable people of your own 
age, in the place where you are, whose dress is 
never spoken of one way or other, as either too 
negligent or too much studied- Dress is one of the 
▼arions ingredients that contribute to the art of 
pleasing ; it pleases the eyes, at least. 

Whenever yon find yourself engaged insensibly 
in favour of any body, of no superior merit or distin- 
guished talents, examind, and see what it is that 
has made those impressions upon you, and you will 
find that it is that gentleness of manners, that air 
and address, which I have often recommended to 
you ; and from thenca draw this obvious conclusion, 
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that what pleases jovl in ihem will pleaao otben in 
J6U : for we ue all made of the nune claji though 
•ome of the luinpe are a little fiuer, and some a lit- 
tle coarser ; but, in general, the sorest way to judge 
of others is to ^zamine and analjze one's self, 
thorooghly. When we meet, I will assist yoa in 
that analysis, in which erery man wants some a»- 
■stence against his own self-love. Adieu. 
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CARDS 01* COMPLIMENT. 

LKTTSftS OF INYITATIOK, ITC. 



Ordinary iiimtatum to ageiUlewuM*» portjf. 

A. B. reqaests the pleuan of Mr. C'l compaagr 
b Thanday evening next, at eight o'clock. 
The favoar of an early answer is requested. 
No. SO MalTem Street, Feb. 13, 1843. 



Answtr. 

J. C. accepts with pleasure Mr. B^s polite imnlft- 
tion for Thursday erening next. 
Oakley Street, Feb. 14, 1843. 



Itadj^$ i mii a ii m to a Soitto. 

Mrs. Oeorge Blartin, 

At Home, 

Thursday Eveniag, March 9d, at eight o^doek. 

It 
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Invitation to a wuuic party. 
Dear Sir, 

On Taesday we hare a select maaical partyi We 
•hal. feel extremely flattered if yoa will favour us 
with the powerful assistance of yoar brilliant ta* 
lenta. Do not disappoint us. 

Toan, eto. 
Friday CToning. 



Answer, 

Thb pleasure, my dear sir, of paningr an eveninf 
in the agreeable society I always meet at yout 
hoQse, prompts me to araept your kind invitation ; 
and if I can in any way render myself useful, yoa 
have only to command. 

Tovn truly. 

Satiiidaj nPiBing. 



Jnvitmtian to spend the iay 

Mj daar Cousin, 

I AM comnussiMied by -omuum to inqvin if my 
aunt will be disengaged to>monow, as she would 
be very happy if she would come and spend the day I 
j withM,aitd,ofoonne,biiRg yon with her. Pny i 



? 



CU108 OF ooKrumiit, tTa 19f 

wn mil yonr inflaence with mjdaar annt, tad Mud 
ft faToantbl« answer to 

Your afFectiomate coushi. 
Taetdaf. 



Antuftr, 

Vt in with gnat pleasafe, dear eooiiii, that t ha** 
;aii to inform yoa that mamma has consented to 
eome, and desires me to saj, we shall be at yonf 
boose earlj to-morrow. I will bring my musio book« 
and We will have some duetts. 



ImntttHom to an atfemblf, 

Mr. Johnson presents his lespectfnl complimenti 
tt Miss Chambers, requests the honour of her hand 
for the assembly to>morroW evening. 



• Annotr, 

Miss Chambers thanks Mi.'fohnaon for his polite- 
ness, is sorry she nannot accept his offeri being al 
ready engaged. 



To teu and eardi. 
Miss W-''— *s respectful complimenti to Mn. 

\^m. . ... .. . I II n -i- - ■ - ' " — — ___^ — ^^^ ^ — ^ 
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•, beg* th« honoar of her comptaj this eTen- 
inf to tea and cards. 



Notice of a call* 
If Mrs. L— >^ is disengaged this evening, Mrs. 
B— — will call on her, as she wishes to consult hot 
on an afikir of particular importance. 



Request for ihformatioH* 

Mr. S^'^'s compliments to Mrs. F— — » will te 
teuch obliged if she will send her music-master's 
iMldress, as he wishes to take a few leasons darinj^ 
ths spring 
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Mr. B. FrwkkliM to B. Vaughtatj B»f. 

FaiMjr, Sept. 7, 1784. 
Ifj dear Friend, 

This will be delivered to you hj Count Mirabeau, 
•on of tbe Marquis of that- name, author of L^Ami 
4e* Honunes. This gentleman is esteemed here, 
and I recommend him to your ciyilities and coun- 
•els, particularly with respect to the printing of a 
piece he has written on the subject of kereditarg 
mobility f on occasion of the order of Cincinnati late- 
ly attempted to be established in America, which 
cannot be printed here. I find that some of the best 
judges think it extremely well written, with great 
clearness, force, and elegance. If you can recom- 
mend him to an honest reasonable bookseller, that 
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will undertake it, yoa will do him eervice, and per- 
haps some to mankind, who are tno much bigotted 
in maiiy^coontries to that kind of imposition. I had 
formerly almost resolved to trouble you with no more 
letters of recommendation : but 1 think you will 
find this gentleman to possess talents, that may 
render his acquaintance agreeable. 

With sincere esteem, I am ever, my dear friend, 
yottrs most affectionately, ^ 

B. Fhanklxn. 



Mr. B. Franklin to Gtorgt Wleofly, Esq. 

Passy, May 19, 1785. 
Dear old Friend, 

I RECEIVED the very good letter you sent vae by my 
grandson, together with your resemblance, which 
it placed iu my chamber, hnd gives me great plea- 
sure. There is no trade, they say, without returns, 
and, therefore, I am punctual in making those yoo 
have ordered. 

I intended this should have been a Tung epistle, 
but I am interrupted, and can only add, that I am 
•T«T yours most affectionately 

B. FBANKLIir. 
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B. JlVmiKN, to the HonouraUe Dtmid Bkrtltf. 

Pusy, Jn\j 5, 1785. 
I CANif OT quit the couta of Europe without taking 
leave of my erer dear friend Mr. Hartley. We 
were long fellow*1aborere in the best of all works, 
the work of peace. I leave yon still in the field* 
but haringr finished my day's task, I am going home 
to go to bed. Wish me a good night's rest, as I do 
yon a pleasant evening. Adieu ! and believe me 
•Tofi yours most affectionately, 
' B. Franklih. 

In Ms 80th pern'. 



B, FrankHn to His Exeelleneif OtnersH WaMngtom, 

Philadelphia, Sept. 20, 1785. . 
Dear Sir, 

I AM just arrived from a country, where the n» 
pntation of General Washington runs very high, 
and whore every body wishes to see him in person ; 
but being told that it is not likely he will ever fa- 
vour them with a visit, they hope at least for a 
sight of his perfect resemblance, by means of their 
principal statuary, Mr. Houdon, whom Mr. Jeffer- 
son and myself agreed with to come over for the 
purpose of taking a bust, in order to make the in- 
tended statue for the State of Virginia. He is here, 
but the materials and iostruments be sent down the 
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8«iB« (nm Pkris not hmg urived At Hftvrt wIwa 
w« niled, he wu obliged to leave them, and is now 
bvsied iu sapplying himielf here. Aft aoon aa that 
is done, be purpuees to wait on ynu in Virginia, ai 
he anderetaude there ia »o prospect of jrouronminf 
hither* ivhich woald indeed make me rery happy ; 
aa it would pve me the ovportunity of congratalat- 
ing with you personally oi> the final soccsh o' your 
long and painful labtmrs i» the lenrice of our cuan 
try, which have laid nsall under eternal ubligations 
With the greatest and moet sincere esteem and re 
apect, 1 am, dear sir, yonr moav obedient and moat 
humble servant. 

B Pbaxkum. 



Horace Wtdpole to the Hon. Horace Jfmm. 
Strawberry HiU, Sept. I3ih, 1763. 
The administration is resettled : the Opposition 
dties not oome ia ; and the old ministers have re- 
sumed their fnnctionB. The Duke of Bedford, who 
bad formerly advised to invite Mr, Pitt to oooit, 
fioding himself omitted in Mr. Pitt's list, is cordially 
united, nay, iuoorporated with the administratiaa ; 
he has kissed hands for President tif the Conncil. 
Lord Sandwich is the new Secretary of State, Lord 
Egmont the new head of the Admiralty, and Lord 
RilsborMigh theaew First Lord of Trade ; for Loid 
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ShelbariM, whom I iiMnti<HMd to yoa in my lait, 
has wtigned in the midst of these bustles. Many 
leasous are given:, bat the only one that people 
chooae to take is, that, thinking Mr. Pitt mast be 
minister, and finding hintself tolerably obnoziooa 
lo him, he is seeking to make his peace at any rate. 
This coucassiou has produced onereinarkable event, 
the total removal of Lord Bate, which Mr. Gren* 
▼ille and Lord Halifax made the absolute si&e-^tt&- 
non of their re-aoceplance. The favourite earl has 
given it under hii^ hand that he will go abroad. 
Thus ends this foolish drama — ^not itb .consequences, 
for the flamea he has lighted up will not be extin« 
giiished soon. 

I could tell yov a great deal of what is reported 
of the dialogue m the closet, but not a circo Distance 
which is not denied on one side or the .other, for 
though there were but two interlocutors, there is a 
total disagreement in the relation. Parties will not 
meet iu better humour next session for this abor- 
tive negotiation : the paper war is rekindled with 
violence, but produces no wit ; nay, scarce produces 
the bulk of a pamphlet, for the fashionable warfare 
at present is earned on by anonymous letters in the 
daily newspapers, whieh die as suddenly at* other 
lies of the day. This skirmishing ia charp and live- 
ly, but not very entertaining. 

I have not a syllabla of other news to send yon. 
Toa »«et take this rather as a cudieil to my last 
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lettar than m pretendmf to be a letter itself. The 
Parliament, I sappoee, wiU not meet till after 
Clirietniaa, and till then little material is likeljr to 
happen ; unless some notable death should inter- 
vene, which, considering the tottering oonditiim of 
some principsl performers, is not unlikely. An old 
statesman who has November to pass through in 
hit way to preferment, may chance never to arrive 
at it. Adieu! 



7%c Horn, Soraee WtipoU to tht Hon, H. S. Co rnm rng. 

StrawlMny Hill, May 1, 1768. 
1 PSBL happy at hearing your happiness ; but, 
my dear Hany, your vision is much indebted to 
, your long absence, which 

Makw bleak rocka sad barm moaataios mOai 

I mean no offence to Park Place ; but the bitterness 
of the weather makes me wonder how you can find 
the country tolerable now. This is a May-day for 
the latitude of Siberia! The milkmaids' should be 
wrapped tn f As moikerly eomfort$ of a gwtat'tkm 
petticoat. In short, such hard words have passed 
between me and the north wind to-day, that, ac- 
cording to the language of the times, I was very 
near abusing it for coming finm Scotland, and to 
imputing it to Lord Bute. I don't know whether . < 
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■hmtld not hav^ written a North Briton againit it, 
if the printbiii wero not all sent to Newgate, and 
Mr. Wilke* to the Tower^ayi to the Tower, iwt 
de ban. The new ministry are trying Ui make up 
for their ridical.tas insignificance by a covpd^tdat. 
As I came hither yesterday, I do not know whether 
Ihe particulars i have heard nri genuine ; bat in 
the Tower he celtntnly is, taken up by Lord Hali> 

I fax's warrant for treason : vide the North Briton of 
Batttrdtfy was se'nnight. It is said he refused to 
obey the warrant, of which he asked and gfot a copy 

I from the two messengers, telling them he di(l not 
mean to make his escape, but sending t<^ demand 
his Aa&eas corpus, Which was refused. He then 
went to Lord' Halifax, And thence to the Tower ; 
declaring they should get nothing out of him but 
what they knew. All his papers hate beenieixad. 
Lord Chief Justice Pratt, I am told, finds great fault 
with the wording of the warrant* 

I don*t know how to execute your commission for 
booksof architecture, nor care to put you to e» 
pense, which I know will not answer. I have been 
consulting my neighbour^ young Mr. Thomas Pitt, 
my present architect : we hare all books of that 
sort here, but cannot think of one which will help 
you to a cottage or a green house. For the former, 
you should send me your idea, your dlmeasions ; 
for the latter, don*t you rebuild your old one 
thottgh in another place T A pretty green-house { 
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Mrer ntw ; nor, tHthoat immoderate ezpesM, eaa 
tt well be an agreeable object. Mr. Pitt thinkt a 
SMte portico without a pediraeat, and windows re* 
nHTable in aummer, would be the best plan yon 
eonld have. If so, dont 70a temember something 
of that kind, which yon liked, at Sir Charles Cot* 
terel*8 at Ronsbam ? But a fine green'honse must 
be on a more exalted plan. In short, .you must be 
more particular, before I can be at all so. 

I called at Hammersmith yesterday abont lady 
Ailesbury*! tabs ; one of them is neerly finishedi 
but they will net both be completed these ten days. 
Bhall they be sent to yon by water ! Good-night 
to her ladyship and yon, and the infanta, wboae 
progress in waxen statuary 1 hope advances so fasty 
that by next winter she may rital Raekstrow's old 
man. Do you know, that, though apprised of what 
1 was going to see, it deceived me^ and made such* 
impression on my mind, that, thinking on it as I 
Mune home in my eharioC, and seeing a woman 
steadfastly at work in a window in Pall Mali* it 
ms atfeit to see her move. Adien ! 
Tousevet 

H. WALroLi. 
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T%e Horn, Honet Walftle to tht Right Horn. W. 

Pitt. 

Norember 19, 1750. 
Sir, 

Oh my eeming to town I did njaelf the boiurar 
of -waiting on yoa and Lady Haster Pitt, and though 
I thin^ rayMlf aztiemaly distingaished by year 
obliging note, 1 shonld be Mrry to have giTon yoa 
tha trouble of writing it, if it did not lend me a Tery 
pardonable opportaaity of aaying what f moch 
wished Us ezpreee, bnt thought myaelf too prirate a 
person, uid of too little eottieqnence, to take the 
liberty to any. In ehort, sir,' I #at eager to cwn* 
giatulate yoa on the lustre you hare thrown on this 
eonntty ; I wished to thank yoa for the security 
you hare fixed to me of enjoying the heppiness I do 
enjoy. You have placed England in a situation ia 
which it never saw itself— a task the more difllcalt, 
ae yoa bed ntft to iraproTe bat to recover. In e 
trifling book, written two or three years ago, I said 
(speaking of ^e niuae in the world the most vene- 
rable to me,) ** sixteen anfortanate and inglorious 
years, since his removal, have already written his 
ealogiam.** it is bat jastice to yoa, sir, to add, that 
that period ended when yoor administration began. 
Sir, doiPt take this for itattery ; there is nothing in 
year power to give that I vroald aoeept'-4iay, there 
is nothing I ooald envy, bat what I believe yoa 
would scarce olftr me— year glory. This may 
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■oand vaxy Tftin a^ inaoleat, but considar, rir^ what 
a monarch is a L*ian who wants nothing' ; consider 
how he looks down on one who is only the moat 
IllastrioQs man vx Britain. Bat, sir, freedoms apart^ 
insignificant as I am, probably it mast be some 
satisfaction to t great mind like yoarsi to receive 
incense when yoa are sore there \b no flattery 
blended with ^ ; and what mast aby Euglishman 
be that coald Yire yoa a minate^s satisfaction, and 
would hesitaf s t 

Adiea, sir— I am nnambitioas, I am disinterest- 
ed — but I am vain. Yoa have by your notice, un- 
canvassed, anezpected, and at the period when ^ou 
certainly could have the least temptation to stoop 
down tome, flattered me in the most agreeable man- 
ner. If there could arrive a moment, when yoa 
could be nobod/, and I anj^Mdy, yoa cannot imagine 
how gratefal I would be. In the mean time permit 
me to be, as 1 1 ave been ever since I had the honoar 
of knowing yo i» air, your obedient humble servant. 

HOR. Walpolx. 



7%» jffaa S, WUjM2f to ik» Sew. W. Cols. 
Arlington Street, Jan. S8, 177S. 
Mftk Mas^« has shown am the zelica of poor Mr. 
Gray. I ar/ mdly disappointed at finding them so 
-f^ tneonav t»rable. He always perBsted, when I in- 
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quired about hu writing, that h« had nothing by 
him. I own I duubted. I am grieved he was ao 
very near e^act. Since giren to the world for twelve 
guineas! Gray valued them as " nothing,' ' and 
Mason would not publish even a scrap. I speak of 
my own satisfaction. As to his genius, what he 
published during his life will establish his fame as 
long as our language lasts and there is a roan of 
genius left. There is a silly fellow, I do not know 
who, that has published a volume of letters on the 
English nation, with characters of our modem aa- 
thors. He has talked such nonsense of Mr. Gray, 
I that I have no patience with the compliments he 
has paid me. He must have an excellent taste ! 
and gives me a ^oful opinion of my own trifles, 
when he likes thrai, and cannot see the beauties of 
h poet that ought to be Tanked in the first line. I 
am more humbled by any applause in the present 
age, than by hosts of such critics as Dr. Milles. Is 
not Oarrick reckoned a tolerable author, though ho 
has proved how little sense is necessary to form a 
great actor 1 His Cymon, his prologues, and epi- 
logues, and forty such pieces of irash, are below 
mediocrity, and yet delight the mob in the boxett 
■a well as in the footman's gallery. I do not men- 
tion the things written in his praise, because ha 
writes most of them himself. But you know any 
one popular merit can confer all merit. Two wo> 
men talking of Wilkes, one said he squinted ; the 
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other replied, " Well, if he does, it is not more tbui 
ft man should squint.*' For my part, t can sed ex- 
tremely well how Garrick acts, without thinking 
him six feet high, tt is said that Shakspeare wu 
ft had actor. Why do not his divine piuys mako 
our wise judges conclude that he was a good one f 
They have not a proof of the contrary, as they haTft 
in Garrick' s works — but what is it to you or m% 
what he is ? We may see him act with pleasure, 
ftnd nothing obliges us to read his writings. AdieUi 
deftr sir, yours most truly, 

H.W. 



Dr. Pranklin to Mrs. T*hom0j at tAsle. 

Paris, February 8, 17T7. 

You are too early, hussy^ as well as too saucjr, 
in calling me rebtl; you should wait for the event, 
which will determine whether it is a rebeiliom or 
only a revohition. Here the ladies are moie civil ; 
they call us les insurgent ; a character that unoally 
pleases them ; and tuethiuks all other women who 
smart, or have smarted, under the tyranny of a bad 
husband, ought to be fixed in revolution principles) 
and act accordingly. 

tn my way Xo Canada, last spring, I saw dear 
Mrs. Barrow at New- York. Mr. Barrow had beeft 
from \ -at two or three months, to keep OoveiHor 
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Trjon and other tones company on board the Asia, 
one of the king's ships, which lay in the harbour ; 
and in all that tttiip, that naughty man n%A not 
Ventured once on shore to see her. Our troupi 
were then pouring into the town, and she was pack- 
ing up to leave it, Tearing, as she had a large honM| 
they would inconimude her by quartering ofRuen 
in it. As she appeared in great perpleiity, scarce 
knowing where to go, t persuaded her to stay ; and 
I went to the general officers then commanding 
there, and recommended her to their prntection^ 
which they promised and performed. On my re* 
turn from Canada, where I was a piece of a gor- 
emor (and t think a very good one) for a fortnight, 
ftnd might have been so till this time, if your wick> 
ed army, enemies to all good government, had not 
come and driven me oat, I funnd her still in quiet 
possession of her house. I inquired how our people 
had l)ehaved to her : she spoke in high terms of the 
respectful attention they* had paid her, and the 
quiet and security they had procured her. I said I 
was glad of it ; and that, if they had used her ill, I 
would have turned tory. Then, said she, (with 
that pleasing gaiety so natural to her,) / vish thef 
had. For you must know she is a toryess, as well 
as you, and can as flippantly call rebel. I drank tea 
with her ; we talked affectionately of you and out 
other friends the Wilkes's, of whom she had re- 
oeived no intelligence. What became of her sin^e^ 
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I Iiave not heard. Tlie street she lived in was 
months after chiefly biirut down ; but as the town 
was then, and ever since has been, in the posses* 
sion of the king's troops, I have had no oppurtanit/ 
of knowing whether she suffered any loss in the 
conflagration. I hope she did not, as, if she did, I 
should wish I had not persuaded her to stay there. 
I am glad to learn froni yon that that unhappy^ 
though deserving family, the W.*s, are getting into 
some business that may aflford them subsistence. 
I pray that God will bless them, and that they may 
see happier days. Mr. Cheap's and Dr. H.'s good 
fortunes please me. Pray learn, if you have not 
already learnt, like me, to be pleased with other 
people's pleasures, and happy with their happineatf 
when none occur of your own ; then, perhaps, yoa 
will not so soon be weary of the place you chance 
to be in, and so. fond of rambling to get rid of your 
MHMit. I fancy you have -hit upon the right reason 
(tf your being weaxy of St. Omer's, viz. that yon 
are out of temper, which is the effect of full living 
and idleness. A month in bridewell, beating hemp, 
upon bread and water, would give you health and 
qririts, and subsequent cheerfulness and content- 
ment with evexy other sifuation. I prescrihe that 
regimen for you, my dear, in pure good will, with- 
out a fee. And let me tell you, if you do not get 
into temper, neither Bmasels nor Lisle will suit 
yoo. I know nothing of the price of living in either 
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of thope places ; but I am sure a singrle woman (af 
you are) might, with economy, upon two hundred 
poands a year, maintain herself comfortably any- 
where ; and me into the bargain. Do not inrite 
me in earnest, hov'ever, to come and live with you ; 
foTt being posted here, I ought not to comply, and 
I am not sure I should be able to refuse. Preaent 
my respects to Mrs. Payne and to Mrs. Heathcot ; 
for, though I hare not the honour of knowing them, 
jreC, as you say they are friendi to the Americaa 
cause, I am sure they must b« women of good un- 
derstanding. I know you wish yoii conld see me ; 
b«t as you can't, I will describe myaelf to you. 
Figure me in your mind as jolly as formerly, and as 
strong and hearty, only a few years older ; very 
plainly dressed, wearing my thin, gray, straight 
hair, that peeps out under my only coiffure^ a fine 
fur cap, which comes down my forehead almost to 
my spectacles. Think how this must appear among 
the powdered heads of Paris ! I wish every lady 
and gentleman in France would only be so obliging 
as to follow my fashion, oomb their own heads as I 
do mine, dfcmiss their friseurs, and pay me one 
half the money they pay to them. You see the 
gentry might well afford this, and I could then 
enlist these /rt#«i<r«, who are at least one hundred 
thousand ; and with the money, I would maintain 
t^em, make a visit with them to England, and 
dress the heads of your ministers and privy coun- 
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■ellon, irbieh I eonoeiTe at prawnt to be im peu 
i«rang§€9. 

Adieu, madcap ! and belieTe me erer jaax affeo> 
tionate friend and humble eervant, 

B. FSANKLXIT. 

7. S.— Don't be prond of this long letter. A fit 
of the goat, which has conluwd me fire days, and 
made me refuse to eee company, has given me a 
Uttle time to trifle ; otherwise it would hare been 
Tery short : Tisiters and business would have inter- 
rupted ; and, perhaps, with BIrs. Barrow, you wish 
they had. 



Dr. DrmUim U the Rev. Wm. Nixon* 

Fassy, Sept. 5, 1781 
XeT. Sir, 

1 SDLT reeeiTed the letter you did me the hon- 
eur of writing to me the SSth past, together with 
the Taluable little book, of which you are the au- 
thor. There can be no doubt but that % gentleman 
ef your learning and abilities might make a very 
useful member of society in our new country, and 
mee''. with encouragement there, either as an in- 
stroctor in one of our uniyenitieR, or a clergyman 
of the Church of Ireland. But I am not empower- 
ed to engage any person to go over thither, and my 

abiHtiec to assist Uie distressed are very limited. I i 
5 — ^ 
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■appoM you will soon be wt at libertj in England 
by the cartel for the exchange of priaonen : in the 
mean time, if five Loui$ ^v» may be of present 
senrice to you, please to draw on me for that sum, 
and your bill shall be paid on sight. Some time or 
other, yon may have an opportunity of assisting 
with an equaTsum a stranger who has equal need 
of it. Do so. By that means yon will discharge 
any obligation yon may suppose yourself under to 
me. £njoin him to do the same on occasion., By 
pursuing such a pmctice, much good may be done 
with little money. Let kind offices go round : man- 
kind are all of a fiunilj. I have the honour to be. 
Rev. sir, &c. 

B. Fbanklin. 



l>r. FraMxn to Edmund Burkes Esq, 

FnMHjt October 15, 1781. 
Sir, 

I BKGBiVEDbnt a few days since your very friend- 
ly letter of August last, on the subject of General 
Burgoyne. 

Since the foolish part of mankind will make wars 
from time to time with each other — not having 
sense enough otherwise to settle their differences 
— it certainly becomes the wiser part, who cannot 
prevent those wars, to alleviate as much as poMible 
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the calamities attending them. Mr. Burke always 
•toud high iu my esteem ; but his aflfectionate con- 
cern for his friend renders him still more amiable, 
and makes the honour he does me, of admitting me 
of the number, still more precious. 

I do not think the Congress have any wish to per* 
•ecute General Burgoyne. 1 never heard, till I 
nxeived your letter, that they had recalled him : 
if they have made such a resolution, it must be, I 
suppose, a conditional one, to take place in case 
their olTer of exchanging him for Mr. Laurens should 
not be accepted ; a resolution intended merely to 
enforce that offer. 

I have just received an authentic copy of the re- 
solve containing that offer, and authorizing me to 
make it. As I have no communication with your '4 

ministers, I send it inclosed to you. If you can 
find any means of negotiating this business, T am 
sure the restoring another worthy man to his fiuni- 
ly and friends, will be an addition to your pleasure. 

With great and invariable respect and affection, 
I am, sir, your most obedient and humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 



Henry Kirke White to his Mother. 

Winteringham, 5th Feb., 1805. 
Dear Mother, 
Ths spectacles for my father are, X hope, such 

) ; 
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M will enable him to read with ease ; aUhough they 
mre not »et in silver. If thej hart him through stiff- 
Dees, I th.'nk the better way will be to wear them 
with the two end joints shut to, and with a piece 
of ribbon to go round the back of the head, &c. 
The Romaine's Sermons, and the cheap tracts, are 
books which I thought might be useful. You may 
think I am not yet privileged to make presents, since 
they will in the end come out of your pocket ; but 
I am not in want of cash at present, and have rea- 
son to believe, irom my own calculations, I shall not 
have occasion to call upon yon for what I know yoa 
can so ill spare. I was quite vexed afterwards that 
I did not send you all the volumes of the Cheap 
Repository, as the others, which are the general 
traetSf and such as are more entertaining, would 
have been well adapted to your library. When I 
next go to Hull, I purpose buying the remaining 
Tolames, and when I next have occasion to send a 
parcel, you wiU receive them. The volume yon 
have now got contains all the Sunday reading tracts, 
and on that account I send it separately. As I 
have many things to remind me of my sister Smith, 
I thought (though we neither of us need such me- 
mentos) that she would not be sverse to receive the 
sermons of the great and good, though in some re* 
spects singular, Romaine, at my hands, as what old 
tkshioned people would call a token of a brother*^ 
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fov«, but what 19 more ooartly phrase is denomi- 
nated a memento of affection. 



Henry Kirke White to Mr, K. Swann. 

Winteringham, 16th March, 1805. 
Dear Kirke, 



I WAS affected by the death of young B^— . He 

once called npon me, with Mr. H , when I was 

▼ery ill, and on that occasion Mr. H — r~ "aid to as 
both, " Young men, I would have you both pack off 
to Lisbon^ for you woiCt hut long if you stay here^ 

Mr. H was then about to set out for Hamburgh : 

and he told me afterwards that he never expected 
to see me again, for that he thought I was more 

desperately gone in consumption than B . Yet 

yon see how the good providence of God has spared 
me, and I am yet living, as I trust to serve him with 
all my strength. Had I died then, 1 should have per> 
ished for ever ; but I have now hope, through the 
Lord Jesus, that I shall see the day of death with joy, 
and possibly be the means of rescuing others from 
a si milar situation. I certainly thought of the min* 
istry at first with improper motives, and my views 
of Christianity were for a long time very obscure, 
but I have, I trust, gradually been growing out of 



o 
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darkness into light, and I feel a well-grounded hope, 
that God has sanctified my heart for great and val- 
aable purposes. Wo be unto me if I frustrate his 
designs ! 



Henry Kirke White to Mr. K. Stpatm. 

Winteringham, April 6th, 1805. 
My dear Kirke, 

Your complaint of the lukewarmness of your af- 
fections towards spiritual things, is a very common 
one with Christians. We all feel it ; and if it be 
attended with an earnest desire to acquit ouraeWee 
in this respect, and to recover our wonted fervour, 
it is a complaint indicative of our faithfulness. In 
cases of Christian experience, I submit my own 
opinion to any body's, and have too serious a dis- 
trust of it myself, to offer it as a rule or maxim of 
unquestionable authority; but I have found, and 
think that the best remedy against lukewarmness, 
is an obstinate persisting in prayer, until uur affec- 
tions be moved : and a regular habit of going to re- 
ligious duties with a prepared and meek heart, 
thinking more of obtaining communion with God, 
than of spenJing so many minutes in seeking it. 
Thvs, wken we pray, we must not kneel down with 

r— - '( 
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the idea that we are to spend so many minutes ia 
■upplicatiun, and after the usaal time has elapsed, 
go alHJUt our regular business ; we must remind 
ourselves that we have an object in prayer, and 
that until that object be attained, that is, until wo 
are satisfied that our Father hears ua, we are mot 
to conceive that our duty is performed, although 
may be in the postare of prayer for an hour. 



Hemy Kirke White to hi* ^ther. 

Winteringham, 12th April, 1805. 
My dear Mother, 

I HATE constructed a planetariam, or orrery^ of 
a very simple kind, which cannot fail to give ereii 
children an idea of the order and course of the 
heavenly bodies. I shall write a few plain and 
•imple lectures upon it, with lessons to be got off 
by heart by the children, so that you will be able, 
without any difficulty, to teach them the rudimenta 
of astronomy. The machine, simple as it may 
seem, is sach that you cannot fail to understand the 
planetary system by it ; and were it not that I can- 
not afford the additional expense, I could make it 
much more complete and interesting. Tou must 
not expect any thing striking in the instrument it- 
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self, as it only conaista of an index plate, with rods 
and balls. — It will explain the situation of the plan- 
ets, their courses, the motion of the earth and moon, 
the causes of the seasons^ the different lengths of 
day and night, the reason of eclipses, transits, &c. 
When you have seen it, and read the explanatory 
lectures, yon will be able to judge of its plainness ; 
and if you find you understand it, you may teach 
geography scholars its use. Should it fail in other 
points of Tiew, it will be useful to Maria and Cath* 

arine. 

* « • • « •'* • 

Remember to keep up the plan of family worship 
on Sundays with strictness, until I come, and it 
will probably pave the way for still further improTe- 
ments, which I may perhaps have an opportunity 
■of making while I stay with you. Let Maria and 
Catharine be more particularly taught to regard 
Sunday as a day set apart from all worldly occupa- 
tiona. — ^I<et them have every thing prepared for 
the Sunday on the preceding day ; and be care- 
fully warned, on that day in particular, to avoid 
paying too great an attention to dreaa. I know how 
importantliabita like theae will be to their future 
bappineaa even in thia world, and I, therefore, preas 
thia with eanieslneaa. 



tH 
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Hon. Horace Walpole to Sir Horace Mann. 
Arlington Street, Jan. 30, 1770. 
I DO not know how the year will end, but, to b« 
rare, it begins with as many events as ever happen- 
ed to any one of its predecessors. The Bake of 
Grafton has resigned : in a very extraordinary mo- 
ment indeed ; in the midst of his own measares, in 
the midst of a session, and undefeated. It is true, 
his last victory was far from being so complete as 
the former ; and hence, as Horatio says/ kave the 
talker i of this populous city taken occasion to im- 
pute this sudden retreat to as sudden a panic. Yott 
must know, that last Friday, upon a question on 
that endless topic, the Middlesex election, the 
Court had a majority, at past three in the morning, 
of only four and forty. The expulsion of the Chan- 
cellor, the resignation of Lord Granby, and of so 
many others, and much mal-adroitness in stating the 
question on the Court-side, easily accounted for 
that diminution in the numbers ; and yet, though t 
believe that that defalcation determined this step, 
I know it was not a new thought- Whenever the 
current did not run smod Ji, his Grace's first thought 
has been to resign. When Mr. Yorke refused to 
accept, the fit returned violently : when he did ac- 
cept, the wind changed ; and I beljiBve I gave yoa 
■a obscure hint of the extreme importance of that 

• Not Hoiatio, but the Fair Peoitent— <£tf. 

^ 
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MMMptunce. Mr. Yorke's precipitate death un- 
hinged all again ; the impoesibility of finding an- 
other Chancellor fixed the wind in the resigning 
comer, and the slender majority overset the wssel 
qaito. In short, it is over. A very bad temper, no 
conduct, and obstinacy always Ill-placed, have pnt 
an end to his Grace's administration. 

What will follow is impossible to say. In the 
meantime Lord North is first Minister. He is much 
more able, more active, more assiduous, more reso- 
lute, and' more fitted to deal with mankind. But 
whether the apparent, nay, glaring timidity of the 
Buke mny not have spread too general an alarm, is 
more than probable ; and there is but the interval 
of to-day to take any measures, as "the question of 
Friday must be reported to the House to-morrow ; 
whence, at least, the lookers-out may absent them- 
selves till the trump is turned up. The fear of a 
dissolution of Parliament may l^ep a large number 
together, and the fluctuation of probability between 
Lord North, Lord Chatham, and Lord Kockingham, 
may occasion a confusion of which the Government 
may profit. The King, in the meantime, is much 
to be pitied ; abandoned where he had most confi- 
dence, and attacked on every other side. I write 
to-day because the post goes out, and I choose to 
give you the earliest intelligence of such a mate- 
rial event ; but the letter t shall certainly send you 
on Friday, will tread upon a little firmer ground. 
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I hare received an odd indirect overtnre mjself, 
not from Administration nor Opposition, bat from 
France. M. de Choiseul has a great desire that I 
shonld be ambassador at that Court. As no man 
nptm earth is less a Frenchman, as yoa know, than 
I am, I did not at all taste the proposal, najr, not his 
making it. I sent him word in plain terms that he 
conld not have desired a person that would suit 
him less; that whatever private connexions or 
friendships I have in France, however gcateful I 
tat J be for the kindness I have met with there, jeti 
the moment I should be Ambassador, he would find 
me more haughty and inflexible than all the Cng> 
lish put together ; and that though I wish for peace 
between the two countries, I should be much mors 
likely to embroil them than preserve union, for that 
nothing upon earth conld make me depart from the 
smallest punctilio, in which the honour of my na- 
tion should be concerned. I do not think he Mrill 
desire me to be sent thither. 

A§ this letter is but a prologue to the ensninf 
scenes, you will excuse my making it short. You 
may depend on my frequency till things are Mttled 
into system. Adieu ! 



_ _ • 

Hon. Horace WalpoUto Sir Horace Mann, 
Arlington Street, Friday, Feb. 3, 1770 
Wedrssdat, the very critical day is orer, and 
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the Administration stands. Th« Opposition flat- 
tered themselres with Yictory, and the warmest 
friends of the Court expected little better than a 
drawn battle, ]ret the majority for the hitter was 
fortj. Few enough in oonscieuee fur triumph, but 
sufficient to make a stand with. Lord North pleased 
all that could bring themselves to be pleased : he 
n^t only spoke with firmness and dignity, but with 
good-humour; and fairly got the better of Colonel 
Barr6, who attacked him with rudeness and brutal- 
ity. Lord North has very good parts, quickness, 
great knowledge, and, what is much wanted, ao- 
tirity. The impracticability of the Duke of Graf- 
ton's temper had contributed more to the present 
crisis than all the labours of all the factions. His 
friends were more discontented with him than even 
his enemies were. It was impossible to choose a 
more distressful moment than he selected for quit- 
ting ; and had the scale turned on Wednesday, I 
do not know where we should have been. The 
House of Commons contradicting itself, a reversal 
of the Middlesex election, a dissolution of Parlia- 
ment, or the King driven to refuse it in the face of 
a majority ! I protest I think some fatal event must 
have happened. Let the Constitution but be saved, 
the factions may squabble as they please. They 
are engaged at this moment at the House of Lords, 
hat that is a very bloodless scene : my Lord Chat- 
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kam will make as little impression tkere as in his 
expeditii tu to the coast of France. 

The p< ople are perfectly quiet, and seem, to hare 
delegated all their anger to their representatives — 
a' proof that tkeir represetUatives had instructed 
tkeir constituents to be angry. Wilkes is never 
mentioned, bat as his name occars in the debates 
on the Middlesex election. Yet I am far from 
thinking this Administration solidly seated. Any 
violence, or new provocation, may ditdodge it at 
onoe. When they eould reduce a majority of a 
hundred and sixteen to forty, in three weeks, their 
hold seems to Im very slippery. 

In the meantime, what a figure do we make in 
Europe! Who can connect with us? Nobody 
will. Nay, who can treat with as? Is every se- 
cret of every court to pass through the hands of 
every cabal in England 1 This goes to my heart, 
who, you know, wish to dictate to all the world, 
and to sit, a private citizen, in the Capitol, with 
more haughtiness than an Asiatic monarch. All 
public ambition is lost in personal. It would soothe 
my pride a thousand times more to be great by my 
country than in it. It would flatter me more tu 
talk on foot to Paris, and be reverenced as an Eng- 
lishman, than to go thither Ambassador, with the 
Garter. This might have been ! but it is past ; and 
what signifies all the rest ? I was bora with Ro- j 
man insolence, and live infince RomuU! 
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Th* vivacity of this last month has so nvoltiplied 
any letters, that their auaiber tnngt excuse the 
«1iortBes8 of them. 

If the present system settles inUt any stahiHty, I 
«haL relapse into my momthly f^mibf-duly. Should 
fresh changes happeiv, yoa are sure of beings ad- 
Tertised. That stranf^e event, Mr. Yorke's death, 
i« -already hjstoiy, that is, forg^dtten. We give few 
things time to grow trtale. 

Where is the Russian fleet 1 The ships drop io, 
one by one, Ifke schoolboys after their holidays ; 
«nd noae of them, 1 doaVt, perfect in their lesaon. 

Our schoolboys, at least those jti«t come frusr 
•chool, are mudi more expeditious. 

The gaming at Al mack's, which has taken the 
JNW of White's, is worthy the decline of our Em- 
pire, or Commonwealth, which you please. The 
young men of the age lose five, ten, fifteen thofu- 
vand pounds in an evening there. Lord Stave r- 
tlale,* not' nne-^ud 'twenty, lost eleven thfmsaad 
there, last Tuesday, but recovered ft hy one great 
hand at hazard : he swore a great oath,— ^* Now, if 
I had been playing^ ieep^ I might have won nil- 
lions.** His cousin, Charles Fox shines equally 
there and in the House of Commons. He was twen- 
ty-one yesterday se'nnight ; and is already one of 
our best speakers. Yesterday he was made a Lerd 

* XUcstsoa ef Siepheiy Fox, Ant Eul of UelMMsr. 
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•f the Adm^nlity. We are not » gnreat ttga, Imt 
■iirely we tae ^tendm^ to eome greait NVolutioB. 
Adieu ! 



Mom, Borace W^lpoU te Sir Boraee Maimk 

Axlington Stteet, March S3, 1770. 
Our Btorme rather loiter than di^teree ; hot they 
kare deeeived me eo often, that if I thought them 
blown over, I ehould be eautiou* of saying so. Lord 
Iforth*« ten^r and prudence has prevailed o^ver 
Much raeh council ; and will, I hope, at last, defeiU 
the madness of both sides. There has not been 
much heat in the House of Commons. The Rock* 
ingham faction has left Lord Chatbam^s aground, 
aad would not defend the indecency of the Remon- 
strance. This alarmed my lord Mayor, aad thongh 
he affected to keep up his spirit, it sunk vinbly. 
The House, tou may be sure, resented the insidt 
offered t^. Jiem, and the majorities have been Teij 
great ; yet Km there been no personal punishment 
er censure, no dubbing of martyrs. The country 
gentlemen have even declared, that they will sup- 
port the Court in no violence. This is very hap- 
py, at a time when the first overt act of violence 
on either side may entail long bloodshed upon us. 
The disavowal has given Lord Chatham a real or 
political fit oi the gout ; and he neither appeared I 
I- ■• 
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ys rt erday fa the Housa of Lords, ^hen aa addreM 
to tbe King against th« Remonstranoe was voted, 
aor at a sumptuous dinner and ball, fiven to th« 
Oppositioa hf the Lord Mayor. They passed m 
'•oleron procession, escorted by the LiTerymen of 
London on horseback, from the Thatcked-Honse 
Tavera, neao* St. /anios*«, to the Mansion Hoase, 
amidst thousands of people. At sight, a smaH 
■drunken nob, consisting, I belieTe, chiefly of gla- 
ciers and tallow«chaadlers, obliged some houses at 
Charing Cross to pvt out some Kghts, and broke 
some windows, bat dispersed af themseWea in a 
•qnarter of an heur. These follies, howerer, exas- 
perate ; and both sides, I fear, grow too angry not 
<to be glad to be enraged at any trifle : the chieft 
of both not considering that, like other projecton, 
the fiist inventors of mischief nerer reap the profit. 
Laud, Strafford, Hampden, Pym, all perished be- 
fore their manufactures were crowned with ««e-* 
«ess. Cromwell aiyl Clarendon, who casM iato 
their shops, gut all the basiness. 

Our weather is as perverse as the rest of the ae** 
«on. We have hsd a hard frost above this foc^ 
night, which they say has killed all the peas and 
1>eans ; bat so they say every year, and of the frait 
too. I suppose, if so much were not destroyed, we 
should be devoured by peas, beans, and apricots. 

Lord Beauchamphas desired I would trouble yea 
Hith a coauaisnien ; it is to send him about mm 
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down of wma of Aleatico» and four dozen of the 
whit* VerdoA. I knew 70a would undertake it 
with pleasure ; 70a musi draw upon ne for ^he 
money, and I will pay your brother. 

You know I have alwaya some faroarite, some 
Buccenor of Patapan.* The present ie a tanned 
black spaniel, called Rosette. She saved my life 
last Saturday night, so I am sure yon will. love her 
too. I was undreseing for bed. She barked and 
was so restless that there was no qjuietmg her. 
I fancied these was somebody under the bed, but 
there was not. As she looked at the* chimney,. 
which roared much, I thooght U was the wind, yet 
wundered, as she had heard it so ofVen. At laat, 
not being able to quiet her, I. looked to see what 
she barked at, and pereeived sparks of fire falling 
l^m the chimney, and on searclung farther per- 
ceived it in flames. It had not gone far, and we 
easily extinguished it. I wish I bad as muchpow- 
er over the nati<«.*e ehimney. Idietf! 



• 



SoH, Sormet Wdlpolt t» Sir Hbraee Mtmm. 
Arlington Street, June 15, 1770 
I HAVE no public event to tell you, though I write 
again sooner than I purposecl. The journey of the 

* ▲ fikTmvitcdosMr. Wal^le bioo^t from 
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Princess Dowager to Germany is indeed an extra- 
ordinary circumstance, but besides its lieinga *Aeek 
old, as I do not know the motives, I have nothing to 
Bay uprm it. It is much canvassed and sifted, and i 
yet perhaps she was only in search of a little repose 
from the torrents of abuse that have been poured 
upon her for some years. Yesterday they publicly 
sung about the streets a ballad, the burden uf which 
was, the cow has left her calf. With all this we are 
grown very quiet, and Loid North's liehaviuur is so 
seniiole and moderate that He offends no body. 

Our family has lost a branch, but I cannot call it 
a misfurtuue. Lord Cholmondeley* died last Sa- 
turday. He was seventy, and had a constitution to 
have carried him to a hundred, if he had nut de- 
stroyed it by an intemperance, especially in drink- 
ing, that would have killed any body else in half 
the time. As it was, he had outlived by fifteen 
years all his set, who Kave reeled into the ferry- 
boat so long before him. His grandson seems good 
and amiable, and though he comes into but a small 
fortune for an earl, five-and-twenty hundred a-year, 
his uncle, the general, may re-establish him upon a 
great footing— but it will not be in his life, and the 
general does not sail after his brother on a sea of 
claret. 



* George, third Karl of Cholmondeley, otarried Mary, dan^ 
twof Sir Robert Walpoto. 
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Ton hare heard details, to be sure, of the horn- 
ble catastrophe at the fire- works at Pans.* Fran- 
c^es, the French minister, told me, the other 
night, that the namber of the killed was so great 
that they now try to stifle it ; my letters say be- 
tween five and six hundred ! I think there were 
not fewer than ten coach-horses trodden to death. 
The mob had poured down from the Etoile by thoa- 
sands and ten thousands to see the illuminations, 
and did not know the havoc they were occasioning. 
The impulse drove great numbers into the Seine, 
and tfiose met with the most favourable deaths. 

This is a slight summer letter, hut you will not 
be sorry it is so short, when the dearth of events is 
the cause. Last year I did not know but we might 
have a battle of Edghill by this time. At present, 
my Lord Chatham could as soon raise money as 
raise the pbople ; and Wilkes will not much longer 
have more power of doing either. If you were not 
busy in burning Constantinople, you could not have 
a better opportunity for taking a trip to England. 
Have you never a wish this way? Think what 
ntisfaetion it would be tome ? — but T never advise ; 
nor let my own inclinations judge for my friends. 
I had rather suffer their absence, than to have to 

* ThoM OB tka Burrfife of ibe Danphia, sAerwards the no* 
ftntanate Loms IVL Sea aU Um memoira of the timai fer 
the horribladacaili. 
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fsproach myself with having given them bad eg|Dm> 
m1. I, therefore, say no more on what would mak« 
n9 so happy. Adieu ! 



B(M. Hornet WalpoU to Sir Horace Mcuul • 
Arlington Street, Nov. 90, 1770. 
I THIS minute received your letter of October 
t7th, and do not wonder you are impatient to hear 
what the Spanish courier says. He arrived this 
day sevennight ; and, had his message been defi- 
nite, or published, you should have heard immedi- 
ately ; but, whatever he brought, it was left to the 
Spanish Ambassador to traffic with, and make the 
best market he could of it. At first, the Stocks, 
who are our most knowing politicians, opined that 
the answer was pacific, and they held their heads 
Tery high. On Saturday lasl, their hearts sunk 
into their breeches ; all ofiicers were ordered to 
their posts. I am just come from the King's levee, 
where Lord Howe kissed hands for being appointed 
Commander in the Mediterranean. He is no tri- 
fler. The army is to be augmented. Still I will 
hope we shall remain in peace, for, whether we 
beai or are beaten, we always contrive to make a 
shameful treaty. At home, the Ministers are vic- 
torious Motions were made in both Houses last 
Thursday for the papers relating to Falkland's Is- 
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Isnd, wUcli w«re refased in the Lords by 61 to S5 ; 
in the Commons, by S25 to 101. Lord Chathnm, 
who is Almanzor himself, and kicks and cuffs frienid 
nod enemy, abased the Ministers, Oppontion, 
Wilkes, and the City. Lord Temple did not ap- 
pear, nor any of Gren^iUe's friends. Wilkes has 
his own civil wars in his own party, and by the con« 
sequence 6f fractions in small numbers, both he 
and his rival-mates are become ridiculous. This 
is the present state at home, We have neithe? 
Chancellor nor Keeper yet : Bathnrst is now talked 
of. 

I am much obliged to jon for the detail of Le 
Fevre*s medicine ; but I am perfectly recovered 
without it, and strong in opinion against it. I am 
persuaded that he is a quack, and his nostrum dan- 
gerous. By quack I mean impostor, not in opposi- 
tion to, but in common with physicians. He has 
been here and carried off five thousand pounds, at 
a hundred pounds per patient.* Yon must know, 
I do not believe the gout to be cumble. In the next 
place, I am sure he cannot give any proof of its be- 
ing a humour, and if it is, it is not a single fund of 
humours, but probably a mass thrown off at periods 
by the constitution. It is doubtful whether wind is 
not the essence of gout ; it certainly has much to do 
with it. There must have been longer esqperience ! 

I * Hif meAdna pnvdl estmiMtr eosioas. I 
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I of this new' remedy's effects before I would try it 
' apon myself. I hare known many nostrums stop 
j erery cranny into which the gt>ot is used to crowd 
^ itseJf, and the consequence has always been an ex- 
plosion. I am not desperate', nor like the adage, 
kiU or cure. But my great objection of all is, that 
the medicine begins with giving the gout. Thank 
it ; I have not the disorder above once in two yean, 
and it would be bad economy to bring on what I 
may never live to have. In short, the bootikins, 
water, and lemonade, have restored me so^complete- 
ly, that I have not the smallest symptom left of 
lameness or weakness ; and Mr. Chute, who has a 
much deeper mine of gout in his tiame than I have, 
finds his fits exceedingly diminished by the constant 
use of the bootikins, and walks better than he did 
t^n years ago. 

V 

Tuesday. 
I must send away my letter without being able to 
tell you whether it is war or peace. You shall 
kear again as soon as either is determined. Adien t 
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